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JANUARY 2025

New Year’s Day
Bank Holiday

Epiphany

In 1962 Rover started advertising their 3 Litre car model as ‘One of 
the world’s best engineered cars.’ Sir George Dowty’s statue is standing 
next to a Lancaster Bomber wheel and the undercarriage he designed 
in 1942. He could reasonably lay claim to be ‘One of the world’s best 
engineers.’ - Martin Robins 
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FEBRUARY 2025

St. Valentine’s Day

A 1971 Solihull registered Rover, known affectionately as the Old Lady, 
on duty ferrying teenagers to a Proms night event locally. An occasion 
for them to remember.
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Father’s Day
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The Dundee Rover at Grittleton House in Wiltshire, Grade II* listed 
and built on the site of a Jacobean Manor dating back to 1660. 
Alterations were commissioned by Joseph Neeld, a barrister and 
member of Parliament.

St Patrick’s Day

Mother’s Day
Daylight Savings

St David’s Day

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Day Ash Wednesday

Daylight Savings
Clocks Back
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St George’s Day

Easter Monday
Bank Holiday

Good Friday
Bank Holiday Easter Sunday

Sir George Dowty, whose company supplied hydraulic components to virtually 
every military aircraft in World War II, views approvingly a military version of the 
Humber Super Snipe. This model was allocated to Field Marshall Montgomery 
at Dunkirk and then as his ‘Victory‘ car in the North African campaign.
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Bank Holiday

Bank Holiday

The Dundee Rover at Syrencot House on Salisbury Plain where the 
planning for D Day took place. Planning was under the direction of 
Lieutenant General F.M ( Boy) Browning CB, DSO who was married to 
Daphne du Maurier. The house is now a wedding venue.





JUNE 2025

Father’s Day
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A 1952 Triumph Renown attracts Sir George Dowty’s attention. This 
model was introduced under the name Town & Country in 1946, 
renamed after the World War I battle cruiser, HMS Renown. A most 
iconic picture of one of the most famous early post war luxury cars.
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The blue Rover at The Holy Innocents Church in Highnam, a Grade I listed Gothic Revival building, commissioned
by Thomas Gambier Parry, the owner of nearby Highnam Court. His son, Sir Charles Hubert Hastings Parry 
(1848 - 1918), composed the tune to William Blake’s Jerusalem. He was the organist at Highnam and tutored 
the great English Composer, Sir Edward William Elgar. 
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Bank Holiday

The blue Rover in front of the grass airfield at Charlton Park in Wiltshire. The airstrip featured 
in “Piece of Cake”, a 1988 television serial depicting the fictional life of a Royal Air Force 
fighter squadron during the first year of World War II. The squadron’s mess was set in the 
main house, while Spitfire fighter aircraft were operated from the runway.
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The white Rover at Cotswold Airport, formerly known as the RAF Kemble Britannia Airfield. 
Commissioned in 1938 as a RAF training school and from 1966 to 1983, the home of the Red 
Arrows aerobatic display team and their Follant Gnats and BAE Hawk jets. The airfield was 
later used by the US Airforce during the Cold War.
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The white Rover at The Manor House Hotel in Castle Combe, Wiltshire. The river Bybrook 
flows through the grounds of this 14th century manor house in the South Cotswolds. Lady 
Thatcher and Lord Healey wrote their memoirs here and both used Rover P5Bs during their 
terms of office.
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Daylight Savings
Clocks Back
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The white Rover at Charlton Park Estate. Originally an abbey before the dissolution of 
the monasteries, this country house was converted into apartments in 1975. The park and 
surrounding agricultural estate is owned by Alexander Howard, the 22nd Earl of Suffolk. The 
park hosts various corporate events including the WOMAD Festival.
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Bonfire Night Remembrance Sunday

St Andrew’s Day
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Christmas Day
Bank Holiday

Boxing Day
Bank HolidayChristmas Eve

New Years Eve
New Years Day

Bank Holiday

A lifelong devotee of American cars Sir George Dowty views 
approvingly a 1979  Pontiac, irst registered in California. This car 
has a 6.7 litre V8 and a carrying capacity for 9 people.
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