Our Late, Notable Ukrainian Resident
Powlo Kostiuk.

1

Our Late, Notable Ukrainian Resident
Powlo Kostiuk.
We were very pleased when Alan Snarey, aided by Wendy, interviewed Powlo in 2012, and we published an
article based on the interview in THS Bulletin 22 [2013].
In February 2022 it is a suitable time to write about a Ukrainian, who lived and worked in our midst for 40
years. I cannot find the actual date, but Powlo died after this interview – he was then aged 86 and had
endured a hard – but happy - life was you can read. He was honoured by having this tank named after
him and has work at Ashchurch Camp
He has been forced to live in several countries:

Pre-War Map for Powlo

1945 Post-War Map for Lvov

Powlo was born in 1926 near the City of Lvov [now Lviv]. Now it is in the Ukraine but in 1926 it was deep
in Poland, an independent country since 1918 after WWI].
Life changed for Powlo aged 13 after 24 August 1939 when the Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Treaty was
signed by Germany and Russia – that meant neither country would attack the other and could divide
Poland between them. As a result of this Treaty, the Nazis attacked Poland on 1 September and the UK
declared war on Germany on 3 September - because we had earlier promised to defend Poland. The
Nazis attacked from the West and Lvov was their target for very heavy fighting. On 17 September the
Soviets arrived from the East – claiming “to help the Poles”. They surrendered on 22 September but he
terms were traduced by the Soviets and 22,000 Polish officers and others were later found murdered in
Katyn Forest. As Paolo explained, from 1939-1942, he had no choice to be other than a Soviet Citizen.
His world changed for a “second time after 22 June 1941 when Hitler did as he intended and declared war
in Russia. That year they seemed very successful and soon captured Lvov and the Ukraine – like it or not,
Powlo was now a Nazi citizen and, as he was 16 in 1942, he was conscripted by the Nazis and fought in their
Ukrainian Division. As he emphasised, he was involved in fighting the Russians and not the Allies. He
travelled round the Nazi Third Reich. In 1945 the end of the war found him in Austria - now the Soviets
wished to capture him. His comrades managed to escape south over the Alps to Italy where he was
captured by the British Army.
This was lucky for him because, although he was not treated particularly well by the British, they did not
send him to Soviet Russia - some who survived German captivity were accused by the Soviet authorities
of collaboration with the Nazis or branded as traitors – and send to Soviet Concentration Camps
[“Gulags”].1
As you will read, Powlo was lucky to find his way to the UK and freedom, marriage and work at Ashchurch
Camp for 40 years. In 1959, he was honoured by being allowed to join the British Legion.
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Wikipedia: 15% of 4m were treated in this way
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Tewkesbury Register: 1959 Powlo Kostiuk
Topic: Powlo Kostiuk
Photo:

Details: Fleet Close, Twyning; aged 32, born Lvov Ukraine; came as POW from Austria 12 years ago; married
with 7 month old son; excellent English thanks to wife; member of British Legion
Date: 1959
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Notes: see THS Bulletin 22 (2013) for his Story written by Alan Snarey
Transcriber:
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