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fiNobl e Band of Her oes o

Foreword
Forewad by Charlie Stayt of BBC Breakfast

| was delighted tdoe asked to write this forewoidand | know many hours
weeks, months, even years have gone into the woititigs book.

The actions of those from Tewkesbury who served in the First Worlc
are wonderfully documented in the pages that follow: the research
attention to detail is extraordinary For my own part reading about th
contributions of members ofy own family is both fascinating and humbling

As | write this, in mid July 2015, a number of thoughts come to mind :
just how important it is to remember and learn from what happene
conflicts all over the world.

Recently in Srebrenicén Bosna, as is Sarajevo)here have beenceremonies to mark the massac
carried out twenty years ago, and we live in a world where new kinds of conflict have emerged, li
terrorism and ideology.

In my industry, television journalism, the speed¢@hmunications means contemporary reporting is
more immediate and the risks taken to recount what happens in distant places are very real.

This week | was particularly moved by the words of a young RAF pilot involved in the Battle of
commemorabn, including a flypast over Buckingham Palace. He had the honour of meeting the pilo
flew the fighter planes in wartime. He concluded how much he could still learn from what they had s
done.

That principle seems to be so important in ok too, where individual stories of sacrifice from ¢
town, are told against the backdrop of the First World War.

It is a chance to hear detailed accounts, from so many sources, about a bravery that shoulc
forgotten.

(Born in Gloucester and edued at Wycliffe School, Charlies a relative of thévloore Brothers;two of
ouri Nobl e Band Claflie ishdourth greaigrandchild of patriarch Charles Moore {
1810), while the Moore Brothers were second ggeahdchildrer).

Aut hor 6s Not e

This project wasindeed,conceived in 2008 as part of any"%hniversary commemorations of the w
However, it was soon clear that the only appetite for commemoration was for the start of the war |
For this eventthe Heritage Lottery Fundhasbeen involvedijt has made a grant to the Society so that
can publish an anthology of biographies of all those from Tewkesbury who had lost their lives in that

The concept built on that established in 200Ben the focus was World War. [ITHSthen published ¢
book' of biographies of all those local men who had died. We started with the brief mesiéiseid on loca
memorialsi yetit was soon evident that the inscription of names was not at all a scientific exercise &
the names of son® those who had lost their lives had been mysteriously omitted.

Thus ourfiNoble Band of Heroe& will comprise, not only those who have been inscribed
memorials, but also those who, for various reasons, were dmii organisations imposarbitrarydatesi
1925 for names on the War Memorial while, for @@mmonwealth War Graves Commissiahwas 1921.
However human beings do not always die according to that timetable because of the deleterious
war wounds. Th€WGChas rightly won international respect for the way it has marked all those whe
in service. The terminal date of 1921, however, ensured that a significant number of war victims nc
unmarked graves since any permanent commemoration was left fantiyg to have family informatior
included on the gravestones, t88/GCrequiredi after the Great War only the payment of8 pence
hapen n (2P a letter for a headstone.

The Centenary of this war would, therefdsethe appropriate time to use thenefit of modern researc
tools to make sure that all those who lost their lives for their country are included in this anthaloggher
or not they are commemorated officially.

JohnDixond Never has so npiiHSPublitatoe No.bwed ¢é. & .
2 The term was first used concerning the death of the first Volurte®rs r y Pri@$95 n [ A]
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Section l:Introduction

. Introduction

fiNoble Band of Heroe& THS wishesthis projectto take a broadlefinition of this emotive label. In a
democracy, we feel it ithe right of all those who losheir lives while being part of the armed fordesr

even as civilian victim$ to be commemorated. That should still be the case if that death was the result of an
accident or natural causes. We rightly salute the enthusiasm of those who voluriéeted praise those
whose fate it was to be conscripted by their governmettt losetheirl i f e Aunheroicall yo.

The book was also inspired to remedy another deficiency of most memorials in that they record a
minimum amount of information about so margople. After a centurynany descendants may not realise
that a name might belong to their family because generations of mahgagehange family names.
Tewkesburybés official Me mo r idaslgneadih days wiea the impaéthed i s a d
motor vehicle was not understoodo study the names is a serious road safety hazard.

Photography was also in its infancy and expensive and so photographs of WWI victims are harder to
trace. Newspapers, like tlgheltenham Graphicdid a fine jobin publishing photographs of those who
served until the depressing days of 194Ben so many were dying. This was considered bad for civilian
morale to see those now fontofaces. Many photographs were ind&den of volunteersvho had the time
and enthusiasm to have that-ialiportant photograph in uniform taken before thefg for active service.
Conscripts had no such leisure as they were swept off to the Front, without parade or ceremony.

One major research handicap heena lack of minutes from an officialouncil committee set upto
decide which names should be commemorawée must also be aware thiae County Archives have never
held much information on the biographies of simple soldiétewever, commercial aline collections of
data have transformed the life of the researcher. To have the availability of the 1911 census, compiled so
close to 1914, helps significantly in building up the personal profile of tleesaits We can also benefit
from the voluntay work of so many members of societies ltke Tewkesbury Historical Societ{THS),
which has built up over two decades imvaluabléWNoodard Databasef local information. A project which
pre-datedTHSwas that of Tewkesbury Library when it started iidg the local newspaper, tie@wkesbury
Register. That information, linked to microfiche copies, has enabled us to learn so much more.

The fact that many soldiers were rated from the poorer classes atime when laws weriar more
draconian than thyeare todayposes something of an editorial dilemma. Some soldiers committed youthful
indiscretions, which came before the courts. We have felt it important not to censor this information, unless
it appeared likely to be unduly upsetting to familiesaypd Perhaps society can obtain some measure of
satisfaction that such indiscretions were significant in forming the character and strength of the young people
who went on to serve their fellow men so well. In the same way, we would mark the evidery bfave
6conscientious objectorsd, who suffer edyflowmevert hei 1
reluctantly, in various ways. So far as we know, nobody from Tewkesbury was executed following a court
martial but one was sentenced to ddathquitting his post along with four othets.

Our Noble Band of Heroess, therdéore, a diversemixture of characters, social classes and experiences.
We felt it very important to record the military experience of the people and to recariicimastances in
which they fought and lost their lives. To write a biography of an officer ieretie@n that okso-called
A Ot her ,dhaenthetmtd of anindividual i O Ri§ rarely mentionedby name. Te best we often
receive fromawardiaryi8 @ ORs we onea céetain date ahadwe can work out possibilities through
filtering other known information. Newspapers often reported circumstances ofi daaticannot be relied
upon since obituaries were often written by harrelssed young office or chaplains, who wished to spare
the family as much pain as possible. Families also possess handed down stories, which do not always stand
up to official evidence.

We, therefore, set out to try to write a biography of each person from Tewkesburgsivhs llife in this
war. | amdeeplyindebtedto two close colleagues in particuléalcolm Waldron andSam Eedle,who
both have a long history of research into this wdderek Benson, Wendy Snareythe late David
Willavoys, Cliff Burd , Gordon Baker and ourProof-Reader (whose advice wsaabsolutelyinvaluable)are
other members of the Sociesho have provided so much infornan and support, without whidhis book
could nothavebeenwritten. Jan Nattrasshassharedhe journey with great patienemd forbearance.

% The sentencef this soldiewas commutetbut he diel in late 1918 in the Middle East; and his name is rightly
commemorated on the War Memoriiafor furtherdiscussion of his service, see page 65.
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fiNobl e Band of Her oes o

Thein Gr e a't War o

This was its name until 1939, by which time no one could claim it wé@ist h e

end al

It is commonly known as th#£9141918 Warbecause, from the point of view
the British Empire, it started onAugust 1914 and ended with Anmisticeat 11
a.m. on 11 November 1918. When ®igtish Government declared war,was
taken for granted that the colonies of the British Empire would do likewise, §
though Australia, New Zealand, Canada and Soutlic#fwere seHyoverning
6Domi ni ons 6. These dates focus ug
the Empire fought G e then@entnalOP®wera Auktiiae
mainly in Italy, Bulgaria at Salonika and The Ottoman Empire (Turkey) in Eg
Palestine and elsewhere in what we still term the Middle East which stretch
far east as Mesopotamia (now Iraq).

On 6 April 1917 it real | y URAdfioadym
abandoned its neutrality to enter the war on the side dEnbente Its president

agali

War ¢

also inspired theArmisticei yet tis word only means a ceadee; the war Medal for then Great

formally did not end until the gace treaties were signed hvithe defeated
countries,in Paris on 28 June 1919. That is why even some War Memo
speak of thé¢i19141919 Wab. The War against Turkeseignited, lastinguntil

for Civilisation,
19141 9190 .

1923. We have forgottein perhaps conveniently that, afterthe BolsheviklCommunistRevolution Russia
was forced to withdraw from théntentein 1918 The British governmergubsequentlgent a force to fight
the Communist menacéte. Albert Hodges[ Adst his life in this wai although his memorial is in Ireh.

Anotherunexpectedspect for cotemporaries was that it was mainly a war of armies.
Navy whih was t he S ¢was oaval rivary, wverctiee Gace to Huild revolutionary steam
powered and stedd u | Deatinodghd bat t | eshi ps, psybhiogidally bothingtiend forpr e p a
war. Yet, the two main fleets only clashed once at Badtle of Jutlandn 1916. No Tewkesburians lost
their lives in this clds; indeed, only foutocal naval personnel lost their lives in the war and constituted only
49 of the 689 official volunteers. One of those killed was irRbgal Naval Divisiori superfluous sailors,
converted intdnfantrymen,who fought in trenches rather than on the high s&espite these facts, many
argue that the enemy was defeatedt least,because of thesuccessful naval blockade. Thignied its

population and armed forces of tto®d andsupplies theylesperatelyeeded.

In 1914 it was the

By contrast, a terrifying new type of warfai@ok place in the air.Yet, even though th&oyal Flying

Corpshad been formed in 1912, only fdocal volunteers were accepted and only two lost their lives.

Even though more than half the adult populat
of Tewkesbury was female, none is represerec
our War Memorial§ although theCWGChas buried
a female nursing auxiliary in our cemetery. It w
however, a mother who was accorded the honot
unveiling the Town War Memorial. Women cou
not avoid many of the consequences of war on lif
homebut this project is only focesl upon those whu
lost their lives as a consequence of the war.

The CWGC Headstone of
Worker Kathleen Sollig A ]

Every effort has been made to write an accessible history for those not fascinated by militarAdetail
such terms and language hdezn explained iBection VT before the Biographiesyhich arepublished in

alphabetical ordenf surnameén Section V.

*Men, likePte.Albert G. H o d gMacse naniel are emboldened and marked, hélveaige biographies written in

Section V.
4



Sectionl: Tewkesburyds Memorial s

. Tewkesburyds Memori al

The urge to commemateemerged as soon as men started to volutieeeservice in the Armed Forces at
the outbreak of war in August 1914. The local newspaper led the wayyraged by schooldadmasters
who were keen to publicise their old boys who had volunteefdicdtoo soon the commemoration changed
to Rolls of Hawour 1 lists of those who had lost their i in the conflict. fiese continued throught the

h 1 ]
: m R m Lieut. H. D. Bennett..H.M.8. Cressy
I W. Halling H.M.S. Monmouth
School’s Roll of Honour || PG Bthes ) s puvank
Major Francis Gor-} Somerset Light
— g don Thoyts Infantry
3 4 ? 0
HOLY TRINITY OLD SCHOLARS SERV- e atiand | Oaimeron Hihi'm
ING IN HIS MAJESTY'S FORCES. i e sl Do o
Trooper Pitman 4th Dragoon Guards
i -] . W. G. d Glo’ster Regt
Below will be foand a list of the Ol Scholars Rve: W% Keylook 2m N
of Holy Trinity School, Tewkoabury, serving is P A.(Witls ";“: Giﬂ“;’ gegt'
His Majesty’s Forces. The Headmaster (Mr g“‘ N'IW'G§°'8° th Gloster hegla
W. Dillon Rickotts) will be most pleased to re . e  Fal Wiewidk Regts
coive notice of any inaccorscies, or of any furthe )
additions that readers may be able to make,
Attwood, Charles, ‘ Tersitorinl
Avery, Harry, Kitehener's Arm) “GOD SAVE THE KING.”
Avery, George, South Wales Berderer 5 EIERS
Noticein the Tewkesbury Recofilbm Roll of Honour, November 19Xrbm
Holy Trinity School the TewkesburyRegister

war, becomingi sadlyi much longer. Famil®ewere encouraged to suibmews for this feature.As news
of deaths filtered through, a Roll wamintained borded in black.

This spontaneity reflected the mood of the time but resolutions followed to make more formal and
permanent memorialdt was the Albey thattook the lead in designing formal commerations In 1915 it
commenced the List of Volunteerf$There are over 600 nanfesn that roll, including only those who have
enlisted from Tewkesbury itselfhe names are being illuminated on vellum, and will be encased in a
handsome gold frame, which will hang in the Abbey as a memorial to future gererdtibose who freely
of fered themselves. 0

Tragically thati s ma | | grew sigrficantly. In May 1918 it was reported that khemorial Shrine
for the Gallant Dead of Tewkesburyad been affixed to the west wall of the Abb&yhe Abbey was very
cardul to draw up as accurate a list of names as possible and four later deaths were added in 1922.

Inevitably after the war, there was a mood &War Memorial in the Town itselfand the Vicar of
Tewkesbury Revd. Ernest Smith,continued to playan active part invartime deliberations. The first
reference tahis came at meeting in December 1918, when it was proposed that a Town Memorial be
erected at the Crosslhere followed a struggle between Town and Abbey for the location. In that time,
other ingitutions in the town commenced their own commemorations of their members. Thé Boys
Grammar School, then located in Church Streetthe way with its own memorial on 6 November 191t9.
is unique among the memorialssthe namesvere listedin order of rank. It also contains names of pupils
who lived in the countryside around Tewkeshuwften they are commemorated willage memorials, rather
than in Tewkesbury.

®In1915Holy Trint y School p mioated Scoliof 12 hvoluntedrs. This has not survivd8. Eedle]

® We are indebted to the Abbey Archivist, Pat Webl&he author has identified a list of 689 volunteers from the

Abbey Archive. Inevitably some names were omitted. The Vicar went on to discuss@raf a list of fithe names

of those who waited to place their services at the di
be recorded o.nThiashasmetbeenfaunce r ol | 0
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fiNoble Band of Hero@és

Commemorative Plaques of Institutions within the Town

o

Abbey Roll oHonour for Abbey Memorial Shrine for the Tewkesbury Bo
Volunteers, 1914915 Gallant Dead of Tewkesbury School Memorialsince 1972,
April 1920 maintainel in the Town Hall

Memorial in theMethodist Church The Congregational Memorial The Post Office War Memorial;
at the Cross 28 May 1921; thenChurch Stregtnowin the
8 May 1921 now in the Methodist Church R.M. Sorting Office, Northway

The Methodist and Congregation Churches unvditeir own memorials in 1921; howevéhe only
surviving memorial to employees was that of Bost Office TheRegisterreported on 9 April 1921 thdit a
brasstablettdb e af f i xed o v @iChutclhSireep then tocatedxt tdtlopresenty MCA

The last memorial to be unveileghs in fact,t he Townds Memori al , whi ch t
We accepit today as a permanent fixture but to place the memorial in that location was not the original plan.
Nor was it always enthusiastically embracedveisSargeaunt of TewkesbuBarkfiexpressed surprise that
the memorial had not aroused a greater interest amongst all ctasséee Mayor, more optimistically,
thought people were holding back until a decision on type and place had been éhgeanlater a meeting
of subscribermarrowly voted to place the memorial at thessi and the Councihgreed.

Work then progressed quickly. The Committee approved a design for the memorial at the Cross by
Abbey architectMr. Caroe: itwas 26 feet high oa hexagoal base with panels fnames. By mid 921
Mr. Sargeaunt moved that the £155 balance of patriotic fund be transferred to Memorialtfuirad £421
promisedonly £361 was paid and that the originadesign of the approved work was to proceed as soon as
possible. By 18 Maitt 1922 work for the foundations was commenced at The Cross

The Memorial was duly unveiled in May 1922. Naturalig ¥icar,Revd.E. F. Smithpresided but the
honour of unveiling the new memorial was accordelfits. Letitia Didcote. Shehadsimply suffered the
biggest family loss as three of her sons had died in the cdhflBhe was attended by her orphaned

" All photographs on this page takenack Boskett, 2014 .
& Mrs. R. Rowley also lost three sobsit the lastPte. A. H.Rowley[ Adied of TB on 21 April 1922; his name was
added to the Abbey Memorial but his grave is unrecogniseZivissC
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Sectionl: Tewkesburyds Memorial s

grandson, Harry, who donated all these photographs for posterity and who was well known as foreman of the
Tewkesbury Car Mar{now berath the shopping precinct Mrs. Didcotefi p u | | @dlrelemsing the
Uni on Jacks which draped the pedest al and they fe

e I,

Harry Didcote accompanies hiS g‘randrﬁother, with
Vicar, Revd.E. F. Smith, to his right

The War memorias Unveiled by Mrs. L. Didcote Alderman Baker formally and very publicly
(grandmother of donor Harry Didcote) presents the Townds War

The solenn event took place on a Sundayay 1922. Alderman Bakepresented the memoritd the
Mayor for acceptanc®n behalf of th€old) Boroughandof the Town

May it be well cared for ... as a witness of the gallant men of Tewkesbury who went forth to fight for
Right against Might and gave all that they hdadeven their lives. The membrance is to us, the
reward is to them.

The Mayor, Clir. W. T. Boughtarreplied thati he gl adl y ac c e pulnendtingtithe Me m¢
present corporation and all succeeding corporations would guard it with jealous care and see that nothing
untoward happened to i.

At this stage, no firm decision had been matbeutthe names to be commemorateds no formal
records have survived, all we know is tifiamilies were asked to submit names and, four years after the
unveilingin 1926 the bronze plags were dixed with the names of 152 mént wasthen reveadd that the
fcost of ©placing [wagdefsr apnwed hley mampeti adn who wishe

It is theseveraWar Memorials that perpetuate the memory of those who lost their lives. It is the aim of
this project to reveal the history and context of each individual who lost his life in this Great War.

° The one womarKathleen Sollis| Ai$ buried in Tewkesbury Cemetery. In WWII a further 29 men and one woman

are commemorateidalthough fourteen names were unscientifically omitted. After 1972, the naBrgaof D. Soden

killed in Northern Ireland, was affixed. By 1931, itsstatewasi d t o be a fidi sgraced; main
worrying task ever since. In 2013 it was a sufferingy8arold and the Council appealed successfully to the

townspeople. The memorial was restored by replacing the metal shaft which supported thEheresktor, withTHS

member Sam Eedle, publishedthédi st ory of Te wk e s BOL4tyrédise madayrfor tMepmoeet i al 6
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lll. The War through the Eyes of Combatants

Map of First World War

- Great Britain

British Empire and Dominions = *
I:] Other Entente powers

Dependencies of Entente

- Later allies ( ( o 9» S )

T ‘%A/’,;USTRALIA )
C| Central powers (European) \ VA “_/7 ‘L’/SAFRICA :i o 4 /
- Central powers (Ottoman) \ J - L A / ?i
f Ho | lemiis el et B
R — \\ - 3. Gemnan SWAfiia, 1914 7. Caucasus, 1915 12. Itaian Front, 1916-18 NZEALAND 5
I:— = 4. German East Africa, | 914 8. Gallipoli, 1915-16 13. Palestine, 1917-18 &
9. Salonica, 1915-18 §
Synopsis of Events
DATE WESTERN FRONT WORLD NAVAL WARFARE
1914 AugSept:Mons, Marne, Aisne 28 July: Firsbeclaration of Blockade
OctNov:1* Ypresand Trench ~ Warby AustriaHungary  Nov:Coronelnd
Warfare Falklands
1915 Trench Warfarand 2" Ypres Dardanelles/Gallipoli/ Dogger Bank
SeptOct:Loos MesopotamianCampaign  U-Boats: Lusitaniaunk
1916 April-Dec: Germang Verdun Defeatsg Egypt Katiaand  Battle of Jutland
March:Conscriptiorin UK Mesopotamia(lrag): Kut UnrestrictedU-Boats
JulNov. The Somme Bulgaria: SalonikaGreece
1917 Spring: Germans withdraw to April USA entersVWI UnrestrictedU-Boats

Hindenburg Line
JukNov: 3" YpregPasschendaele Nov: Russian Bolshevik

Revolution

Trench Warfare Dec: Jerusalem taken fromr
Turks

1918 21 March: German Attack Russia makes peace: UK

sends force to fight in Civil

8 Aug: Allied Counteattack War _ '

11 November: Armistice UK Itgllan Campaign v
Austria

German allies withdraw
1919 28 JunePeace of Paris, signed most belligerentsends war
19201926 Memorials erected imTewkesbury

GermanBlockade
tightens

Germaiy: Turnip Winter
because of Blockade

GermanNaval Mutiny

Blockadecontinues until
June




Section 111:1914

A. 1914:i0Over by Christmag? The Period of Optimism
Eventsand Map of the War of the Autumn of 1914

Sam Eedle 2015

DATE MILITARY
August 4 Britain declares War on Germany after attack on Belgium
14 August BEFof 5 Divisions (80,000 soldiers) arrived in France.
2324 August  Battle of Mons the BEFdelayed the German advande Belgium;1,600 British
casualties and 2,000 German
26 August Battle of LeCateau UK loses 7,182; Germans 2,900
7-10 Sept. OMiracle on the Marnet€ where the French ah BEFthwarted the German
attempt to capture ParisBritish casualties, 15,000.
12-15 Sept. Battle of the Aisne an offensive against the Germaetreat from the Marne
start of trench warfare First official Tewkesbury death
1 October the BEFstarted the transfeto Flanderdo protectthe Channel Ports;
190ct- First Battles of Ypreg; the last attempt byboth sidesto force a decisive
22 Nov. breakthrough on the Western Front in 191Bhe attacks failed so the Germatr
dug into the higher, drier grounand both sides regrouped.
24-25 Dec. TheChristmas Trucave think no Tewkesburians took part.
HOLLAp,
______ ANTWERP
Nieuport ) 5
Dunkirk 7 @ Ghent \b\ «‘\P
-'.: 3 A BELG / 0/17 " Zy
h = . “ =z
:% ...\::‘ @ Courtrai OBRUSSELS g h
'!!‘ . 8&‘ @ Tournai UEGEO
Montreuil ! @ Lens e @ 5] .Namur ’

Charleroi

o' -y M
-‘-"\ ~,~ Gr”e

i
. i
B ®oeauThieny -
PARIS ¥ ® Chalons =7
N L
O ’ ]

‘—

X ARRAS
& o Original Schlieffen Plan
Y ® | andrecies™* oA
Y e Bapaume gé . Y w Modified Schlieffen Plan
A
DIEPPE AMIENSQ . Peronne eitateau se °' Major rivers
ORIGINAL \iS o een @ St Quentin o eeeeeees 1914 borders
SCHLIEFFEN ; -
PLAN 7 GERMAN F R A N Cs | Limit of AGern?an advance
] Trench line winter 1914
; ADVANCE £
' @ .
i @ Laon &e British battles
OROUEN ‘—‘ < 4.The Aisne A;
kY A )
3
N :
% l’
0 10 20 ) 30 40

In an era when newspapers were the only source of official news, the people of Tewkesbury had tib wait un
Saturday 8 August 1914 to reafficially about the state of warThe authoritieshad alreadytaken action

before war was declaremh Tuesday 4 August. dBks had been closed for the week on Sunday and on
Wednesday formal news of the declarationfact, reached the townThe mood may have beaolemni

e x ¢ e 0. ®@mPAridag {hd_andersastually commandeered
horses at the Swan Inn for the cavalry. In the meantioneer Regulas, who had senatheir time bustill

yet the Territorials were mobilisedi i n

remained in th&®eserveflocked back to join theilocal regiments the 1% Gloucestersn this county

10 Register 8 August 1914 p1 and research by David Willavoys
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The BEF: Regularsand Reservists

According to previously made plans, tB&F of 80,000 men under the command @éneral Sir John
French was despatched to France on 14 August 1914 in order to expel the Germans from Belgiuf. The
Gloucestergravelled appropriately i8S Gloucester Castbnd the army received an enthusiastic welcome
from the French population. It was thewvad forward in cattle trucks to meet the German attack but this
e e &l == small professional army was involved in a war where the two major
i England for ever western protagonists, Germany and Frarftad raised conscript
ngy/q;c?i;my'am armies ofapproximatelyd and 3.6 million men respectively

However,the BEF only reached the frontier town &ons, before
overwhelming German invaders had occupied the Belgian capital
city, Brussels, as part of the Germ@aohlieffen Planwhich required
the defeat of France within six weeks. The speediest touBaris
lay through the lowlands of Belgium, despite the fact that in 1839
both Britain and Prussia (now Germany) had signed a treaty
guaranteeing Belgian independencehe Tommitment tohiat treaty
was the catalydor Britaind s d e ¢ | vaar ca dAugust. o f

It was at Mons that the first battle took place between Britain and
Germany on 23 August 1914. The rapid and accurate rifle fire of the
British inflicted significant casualties on the invaders at a cost of
1,600 but the Ger stemgihsndgupesiaity efr nu
firepower forced théBEF to start what became known as fRetreat
from Mons.

This proved to be a 20file epic of endurance over 13 days in the
summer heat witkittle rest at night, as the army tried to avoid defeat,
while being harassed by the advancing German troops. On 19
August, the Kaisehad allegedlygiven the order tdiexterminate the

A postcard from France senthome t r e acherous English and ntemptbte over
by a member of the BEF little armyd
[Bishop-Todd] '

However, theBEFG rearguard was constantly harassed so that on
26 August it stopped to engage the pursuetseaCateay where it suffered the losses of 7,182 killed with
2,600 taken prisoner. One of the dead Wagor F. G. Thoyts™ The 1% Gloucesterdost its first officer
whose body was retrieved by TewkesburMfilliam Styles. TheBEF caused 2,900 casualties but, despite
the apparent disparity, it had crucially avoided defeat and the retreat continued in good drdiamist
protected by British and French cavalry. However, it was a very hot summer with the army short of both
food and water and only able to rest for short periods each day with the best accommodation at night being a
bivouac in the stubble of a corefd.

The leadership suffered a strategic crisis at the end of August. Gen. French had concluded that the only
way, in which he could save his army from destruction, was by taking it out of line and retreating behind the
Seine for recuperation and refiin This plan was much to the consternation of Gen. Joffre, the
Commandein-Chief of the beleaguered French Army. It was only the personal interventibiSeptember
of Secretary of State for Waktprd Kitchener, who visited Gen. Frenaxpressiyto overrule him. He was
ordered to continue the trek to tRever Marnein concert with the French army. TBEF succeeded in
crossing the river on 3 September, enabling the retreat to end in apparent exhaustion with estimated
casualties of 15,000 of tt80,000 who had arrived in France a month earlier. No more Tewkesburians had
been killed in the retreat. It was evident, therefore, that the German advance had been slowed down; Paris
had been saveidand the soldiers proudly dubbed themseli@isl Contenptible® Despite all its suffering,
theBEF was still capable of continuing the fightand so it proved.

Unbeknown to the Alliesro30 August, however, the German commandteis themselves made a fatal
mistakeby changing the direction of their advance to the south east of Paris, rather than passing to the west
as theSchlieffen Plamad demanded.

" Thefatherof Major Thoyts, a former Mayor of Cheltenharesided at th&lythe for only a short time until his death
in 1918. For that reason, the Majomisot i ncl uded on t hexceptommbley Memorialtoe mor i al
Volunteers He has been includetlpwever, in ouExtended Role of Honouon page 107.
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Despite its fatigue after 13 days of fighting retreat,BE€- counterattacked ory Septembeand, led by
cavaly, drove the invaders back north acrossRiner Marneby
10 September. The Allies faced 900,000 German troops. B
September the attack seemed to be faltering but the Geri
again erred by themselves ordering a retreat. Thanks to
A Mi racl Ba ror Padis ilhad been saved and the Gern
plans for a quick victory had been thwarted.

On 12 Septemberhé advance continued north tioe River
Aisne led by the cavalrybut the Germans managed to retreat
good order until the river was reached. eTgursuit then ground
to a halt undr fire from the German machugeins and artillery;
the enemy was digging in on the higher ground north of the ri
There followedi 1 6 days under an unc
raining nearly the whole time, and withu t any .o
Tewkesbury lost its first @redited casualty on th&isne Pte.
Henry Newman [ Adf 1st Battalion,Loyal North Lancashire
Regimentwho died of his wounds as a prisondihe setback at
theBattle of the Aisneproved to be the beginning of four years
Trench Warfare

At this crucial point, the Germans changed tlee of their
attack and moved towards capturing the Channel ports, so > s
for British supplies and reinforcements. This phase was know| We'd never have kom if we'd known der
thei Race f or ThelBgtishSreoasd including the™ <GLOSTERS were here!
Gloucesters were then moved by rail to a townhish would
become infamously synonymous with the Wwalpres During A postcard despatched in Sept. 1915
encounters between both sides, two local men were Riet: an exaggerated claim?%. Baker]

Reginald Clarke [ A18th Queen Mary's OwnHussars(whose

contribution on theMarne had been commended by Gen. French), possibly died of wounds in German
captivity andPte. Alfred Newton [ Adf 1st Royal Warwicksdied during heavy shelling. Both had their
names only comemorated on thBloegsteert Memorial

There followed thd=irst Battle of Ypresfrom 19 October to 22 Novemb&B14 which represented the
last attempt by both Allied and German forces to force a decisive breakthrough on the Western Front in
1914. Si mul taneous advances met @dtiens fdllowdng, on,whicki t h ¢
superior German numbers forced the Allies into the fiercest of defensive battles. The fighting (in which
French support was vital to British resistance) was widespread, desperate and continuous, with three critical
phases of aion. Ultimately, neither side prevailed: the shape of the Western Front for the next four years
was set by the end of 1914.

More Tewkesbury men lost their lives in battiessubsequent fightingespecially invery effective
German counteattacks. Pte. W. J. Barnfield [ AWas one of 127 casualties of th& Gloucestersat
Langmarck In the same battle two Apperley men were wounée:Fred Poperecovered well enough to
be returned to the Front bBte. William Humphries was wounded in his left thighy a rifle bullet and also
lost the gght of his left eye. (i dory did havea silver lining:his engagement was announced in March
1915, whilst he was recuperating in a private convalescent hdmsurvived the way.

Following their failure ® break the Allied line atangmarck the Germans switched their attack to
Gheluvelt The battlebegan on 29 October, when thitGloucesterssuffered 167 casualties, includifge.
Richard Day [ A JA further 120 were captured to spend the rest of the wROAgSsincluding Pte. John
Hanson? In the same actiorPte. Harold G. Stubbs [ A@f the 2" Grenadier Guardsgdied from his
wounds. The climax was @&ucial action on 31 October, when the British line was broken. However, the
initiative of local commanders and a bold attack by 2eWorcestergestored the situath. Not to be
deterred, themame the last ferocious assault of the seasblombe Bschen led by the elite Prussian Guard
Division, which lost17,500 perhaps irreplaceable attackers against the losses of 7,850 deférteleld.
Keylock [ Adf the ' Gloucesterslied of wounds sustained in the valiant defence that proved of such long
term significance.

2Pt e. Hansonods c o ntcapttysttd be found an pagel®4 hi st ory of
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The Germans had, indeed, failed to make their own Hieakigh and, although fighting continued, the

The Mons Star & Clasp
awarded for this
campaign

concerted attacks petered out in bad weather. The Channel Porisfarenew

i safe. That failure had cost the Germans losse§,868. The serious concern

for the Allieswas that they now held a desalientat Ypres, overlooked by the
enemy. The cost in casualties of the fighting had been enormous: 58,155 of the
BEF were casualties: thé Ol d Co nt allmgguldrsb Hae edfetively
ceased to exist.

In December, thd* Gloucestersveretransferred to the Festubert area near
Givenchy. This change afforded little respite in the short term because the
battalionthentook part in theBattle of Givenchy(18 Decembef2 Decerber),
an attack initiated by a request from the French to relieve presséreagtthe
cost to the battalion was 45 men killed, 109 wounded and four taken prisoner.
Pte. Charles Hurcombe| Awjas declared missing after this action although his
body was oly discoveredon 21 February 1915. isl temporary grave was
destroyed in later fighting and he is commemorated only by narhe Giouret
Memorial

For thelst Gloucesterfighting had come to an end f@914. After nearly
three months of continuous action, the battahad suffered 945 casualties; of
the original complement that sailed to France in August, only two officers and
100 d@ther Rankéwere still fit for duty. It was of little enough comforthat

400 reinforcements had arrived to prepare the battalion for the battles in 1915. Any feelings of optimism
howeverhad been by now completely dispelled.

For the Allies as a whole, the year had ende
disappointment and stalemate.  Although t
German invasion had been checked, their for
still occupied swathes of Northern France a

nearly all of Belgium.

universal agreement as fwecise casualty figureg’
the cost had been high. Britain had suffered m¢
than 98,000 casualties up to the end of the yea]
significant proportion of the prevar regular Army.
Meanwhile the French, with a much larger arm
fighting over a wider area, Hdost something like
ten times that number. Their casualties were in
region of one million men of which it is estimat

Although there is n

that over 450, 000 were killed; approximately of="

third of the French soldiers killed in the entire w.
lost their lives in the fit five months. By the en
of the year thé8EF had grown in size to 11 infantry
divisions and five cavalry divisions (estimated |
around 270,000 men). It was holding some 24 mif¢
of the front,including the hazardougpres Salient |
through the lowlying Flanders plain, where thq:
shallow trenches often flooded. :

A Soldier contemplating hissift from the Natioh
[Hammerton]

In November 1914, an advertisement was place|

the national press inviting monetary contributiong
a (Bailors & Soldiers Christmas Fufidcreated by
Princess Mary, the seventeen year oldigtder of
King George V and Queen Mary. The purpose

toppvi de everyonesu@rar@and
serving overseas on Christmas Day 1914 witifa
from the natio (www.kinnethmont.co.uk
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Naval Warfare

We have already noted that the roletld Navy was much less prominent than that anticipaiede the
arms racdor building Dreadnought$iad caused much of the tension that propelled both &eand British
people into ajingoisticframe of mind.

The Navy hd three main aim§ first: to ensure that th8EF could be suppliedvithout interference
That wassuccesiil as the Channel was never attacked directly byHilgd Seas Fleetlthough submarine
warfaresubsequentlypecame a threatSecondto place a blockade gmorts so that th&ermars could be
starved out of the warAfter four years this policy proved successful and this unglamorous campaign played
a significant role in defestg Germany Third: to protect British commerceas Britain was dependent upon
imports to feed its guulationand to provide raw material§he crisis year was 1917!

Immediately war was declared, a naval squadncluding HMS Monmouth, a preDreadnoughtbattle

cruiser, withprofessional sailoiVilliam Halling [ Ads a crewmemberwas sent to th&outhAtlantic to

meet the threat of surfacaiders It had joined the squadron in time to meet the German Pacific Squadron
that had been forced by the alliance with Japan to leave Chinese. Widtersvosquadrongnetat the Battle

of Coronel off the coast of Chile and the superior German squadron easily defeated the inferiofdddésh

on 1 November Monmouth along withGood Hopeand Glasgow,waslost in what was the worst British
naval defeat of the First World Warand the first Britif defeat at sea since the War of 1.8 Monmouh

was sunk with all hangd#cluding Able SeamaHRialling.

Even though the Germans enjoyed an easy victq e R A R
destroying two enemy armoured cruisers for just th REMEMBER SCARBORO”GH '
men injured, the engagememiso cost half thei .
irreplaceablesupply of ammunition Shock at the
British losses led to an immediate reaction and N W, =
despatchof more shipsthat, in turn,destroyed the i .
majority of the Germarsquadron at th&attle of the
Falkland Islands British commerce was &a from
such surface predatairdor the time being.

The Germans did try to entice the Navy into bat
in the North Sea in December 19Mhen a force
evaded théblockadeand shelledHartlepool, Whitby
andScarborough The attack resulted in 137 fatalitie
and 592wounded many of whom were civiliansThe
attack resulted in public outrage towards the Ger
navy for an attack against civiliaris and against the
Royal Navy for its failure to prevent the raidt was |
however a very helpful stimulus for the desperate |
need to persuade men to join the armed forg
Recruitmenthad fallen to its lowest levasince August ‘
but, in Januaryl915,it spiked at 117,868 ». | 2wl

Despite this flurry of activity the naval war seemq s - N\ .
superficially to play a secondary rolthough the g, »,.« A
supply ships crossed the Channel unhindered and - NE——
blockade of ports gradually gathered strength. In 19
the naval warconcentratedipon the North and Irish EN Ll ST Now
Seasn order to combat the-Boatmenacé® : -

Recruitment poster exploiting tla¢tacks
[Remember Scarborough.co.uk]

3 Forfurther discussion, see page 59.

1 peter SimkinsK i t ¢ h e n g1988s HeAsrcunngntly President of théegern Front Associatiomnd addressed
THSin the 1990s. All figures on national recruitment are taken from this book.

15 Forfurther discussion, see page 22.
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The Recruitment AStormo

The day after war was declarBekld Marshal Lord Kitchenerwas appointed Secretary of State for War, the
first soldier appointed to this positioand it was his responsibility to coordinate the war effort. He predicted
that the war would not be over by Christmas and would last for at least three years. That being so the British
RegularArmy was far too small to sustain such a wdfe had a great istrust of the300,000strong
Territorial Force, its main disadvantagéeing that it was designed only for Home Defence and he was
unsure thiamen would volunteer to serve abroaderritorials were thereforerequ r e d unteeba v o |
second timdo sene abroad 1 and about 90% did saBy the end of August, 70 Battalions had volunteered
In Gloucestershire there were three Territorial Battaliottse 4", 5" and 6" most Tewkesbury men served
in the1°/5"™ Battalion'®

This mistrust, as well as thesed for a much bigger army, ld€itchenerto perseveravith his plan to
raise &iNew Army (later known a¥itcheneb Army). Initially he called for a million mein eventually 2.5
million volunteered. Kitchener decided that it would be part of the existing system of county regiments and
local recruiting offices were set up to enlist volunteers. It became evident that men would be more willing to
enlist with those whom they knew, hence the phenomefi®alt Battalions orinthe casedf he aut hor
home town of Grimsbyii C h u finisoth terms were used in those days for groups of friends.

The optimistic andenthusiastic desire to volunteer was a fascinating phenomenon of thie dimene
which was evidnt in most belligerent countriésn thewish for a short andnevitably, victorious war The
reasons are complex and much debatadhe long termtherewas a form of aggressive patriotism evident
in most countries but, in the short terinwas less easy to explain. Certainly the German invasion of
Belgium placed the British government firmly on the high moral ground and there was a belief in patriotic
duty. On the other side of the coin, perhaps men seemed to I[saue lese by volumering: few people had
mortgages and most only weekly tenanciesrandotonougobs with little career advancement.

We have noted thatsaarly as 8 Augusthe Tewkesbury Recongublished the first list of those already
serving in the Warschools almoscompeted to list their patriotic former pupils. On 15 AugustRbgister
publ i shed Ki tiRdleto the Blay. Kdoavéver, the fVicar was not yet satisfied with the
response as he demonstrated in his sermon of 23 Augusty came not to theelp of the Lord. On 29
August a meeting in Twyning claimed thaY our Country Wills You To Duéyand,in the same editignt
was claimed thatabout 240hadgone t.o war 0

The Recruiting Surge of 2 September 1914 The Mayor sends off recruits from tRailway Station
[(Registe} to Horfield Barracks, 26 September 19GIraphid

It was on that day that recruitment in Tewkesburgnd nationallyi surged into & s t o witmthat
"inspiring" meeting in the Watson HaNlvhen 80 recruits stormed on to the stagend received a badge.
That week came the first publication ofiRoll of Honoub celebrating the many who served withord
Kitchener's Armied, alongwith entreaties tdamilies to post informationiiMore NCOsWanted i these
werefiDug Out® i ex-servicemen often from thBoer Warneeded to train new soldiers. By 3éptember
there were 669 namésvith 26 added since last issueNationally, that month saw what proved to be the
greatest number of recruitsl74,901.

The Graphid®d ghotograph illustras the formal despatch of the meith, apparentlythe wholetown
including the Mayor turningout to wave them offfiMore Tewkesbury men for Berinwvere to keep on

'8 The 8" Battalionbecamethe 155", with subsequent reserve battalions numb&f&8™ and so on.
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following, as the government exhortédhn ot her Hal f Mi.Yillages camé/ltey nars\Veatibyt e d 0
local worthiesthere were also gifts of tobacco from Dr. A. F. Turmedauctioneer C. C. Moore!

Perhaps it was inevitable that recruitment dipped in October but takkng through abut theRetreat
from Mors, encouraged 169,862 to volunteer in November. Qiovembey the Registerclaimed that they
had i786 Names with 25 added since the last 8sué was the Abbeywhich chronicled the list of
volunteers systematically with its first Memorial of 1916: it recorded 689 volunteers (inclRdiggiars,
Reservists and Territorid)sthe majority of whon{610) joined the army.

Apart from the reaction to th&ast Coastshelling, volunteeringwas in decline and it is perhaps
significant thatas early as 17 Octoheahe Registerpublished a letterin a somewhat facetious style, from
"White FeatheHotel' claiming that abléodied young ren of Tewkesbury weneot joining up®’

Trench Warfareduring the Winter

Historically warfare obeyed the dictates of the seasdnghe mehanised warfare of World Way there

p— = was little respite from the suffering of waWyrall records thafiheavy rain,
alternating with fros and snow, turned trenches into muddy waterways, in
which men were forced to stand for hours suffering the agonies of rheumatism
and frost bit® *® Although the ferocious battles around Ypres may tibea
petered out, large armiesave to be kept busyimaintaining an offensive
s p i .F iwhite the BEF might have wished for time to recover, the French
were as determineas eveto rid their soil of the invader.

On 25 January 1915, again@ivenchy this time it was the Germans who
attacked withl* Gloucestersdearing its brunt It was defeated but at cost of 37
casualties and the award of five gallantry medlalait no Tewkesburian was
lost After six months of almost continuous fightinthe bdtalion was
withdrawn from the fighting zone until October 1915.

The 2™ Gloucestershowever, arrived in France in the middle of winter on
: - 88 18 Decembed914 Located on Empire duty in China on the outbreak of war,
Winterin theTrenches it had promptly returned and was despatched to Francesafpid turnaround
[Hammerton] in the UK. Although in early 1915 officiallyfino matters of outstanding
interesd occurred, the battalion underwenfilzardening period.

Moreover, it was th&nd Gloucesterghat suffered the first fatality of 1918uring a period of trench
warfare. Pte. F J. Collins[ AHad enjoyed jusfour days home leave before-eenbarking and, after
Christmas, he wrote home informing them ab@Rtr i ncess Mar yds Cdag,iwhithiheas c a
very muc fihe pextinewe chme in thegistereportt h ait. anl Mrs Collins have heard from a
comrade, who saw their son killed, that he was struck by a piece of shrapnel, and death was instantaneous
on 4 February 1915. THeattalion War Diaryadded that there wd®/ery heavy artillery fire all day near
Ypres Unusually forsucha Diary, it actually named thf@Other Ranks killed.

We have seen that both regular battalions had taken losses in the autumn and wintedl6fdl@14eir
brethren in the Territorial and Service battaliemjoyedthe leisure of winter training in the UK. TH&/5"
was at Chelmsford, Essex, and th@" Gloucestersmanaged to spend winter inllets in Cheltenham.
Winter training was notvithout its hazards Tewkesburylost its first volunteer, 3yearold Pte. Thomas
Underwood [ Awho died of pneumonia in Malvern Hospitafle was a veterafiMilitia mand who, in the
1910 procession on the death kKifng Edward VII, was one of those whiiwore the medals they had earned
i n the servi. dedeathofthis atheCaof sixvstmuak a chord in the district and £81 was raised
bypubl ¢ subscri pt ikemefit.fDespite thih effortthieeendf theychildrestill had to beaken
into homes of the Church of° Englandés Waifs and S

Chrigmas 1914 hadindeed arrived but it brought no prophesied end to the wamerely some
spontaneous and informal truces in whidkte. H. Preston [ A may well have participated.

YT h &vhite Feathed was a device used by certain young women to
18 E. Wyrall, The Gloucestershire Regiment, 191911 8(Methuen 1931). Quotations without reference are hitherto

taken from Wyrall. See Section IV, page 128, for further discussion.

¥ The phrase was highlighted in Alan MacDonad,ack of Offensive Spirit?: The 46th (North Midland) Division at
Gommecourtlst July 191§lona Books, 2008)

 For further information, Sam EedlE,r om t he Town Halih THSRulletini®{20B2) ar 6 s Head
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B.1915: A Year of Futile Campaigns on Land and at Sea?

Trench Warfare: the Arrival of the Territorials and First VVolunteers

In the westthe German strategy for 1915 was based on a predominantly defensive approach; priority was
given to the Eastern Frognwhereit expected to achieve more against the Russians than on the deadlocked
Western Front.French perspectivdiffered: thar only ogtion was to pursue an offensive policy to try and
liberateNorthern France.Although not under direct French command, BEeF6 s ef f ort s wer e
French strategy; the Allies were fighting as a Coalitiam which Britain was the junior partner.
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MAIN EVENTS OF THE FRONT IN 1915
Spring 1915 Autumn 1915
10-13 March Battle of Neuve Chapelle 25 Sept. Third Battle of Artois
22 April Second Battles of Ypres 25-28 Sept. Battle of Loos
9 May Battle of Aubers Ridge 8-14 Oct. Resumption of théBattle of Loos
1525 May Battle of Festubert 4 Nov End of battle season
25 May End of 2° Ypres 25 Nowv. 2" Gloucestergntrain forSalonika
Nov-Dec.  Trench Warfareontinues

The 2" Gloucesterswere involvedin March in the Battle of NeuveChapelle the first largescale
organised attack undertaken by BieF. Intended as joint Allied offensive,the simultaneous French attack
was cancelled. The battle was a tactical success in that the attackers broke into Germanidbeig¢reces
stratege failure as they were unable to break through to objectives beyddevertheless, it had
demonstrated British offensive capabilities to the French.

Before the Allies could launch their next offensive, however, the Germans stMpkegtthefocal point
for much of the efforts of thBEF. There were four major battles for the medieval town durifmuayear
period, as well as numerous minor actions, and something like half of the British soldiers killed on the
Western Front were lost in or aroutiils sector On 22 April the Germanattacked the northern flank of the
YpresSalient, in what became known alseéSecondBattles ofYpres The offensive was used primarily as a
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means of diverting Allied attention from the Eastern Front fandusing of chlorine gago make up for
depleted reservesThe latterwas the most significant new development of the war so far but was largely
experimental at this stagg&serman objectives at Ypres were limited to seizing the high ground atibeind
villages ofPilckemandLangemarckin the hope that it would become ingsible for the Allies to hold the
Salient The German gas attack provedcomplete surprise and the French, with no protection against the
effects of gas, wertorcedto retreaf which evoked great sympathy from the BritiSlommandein-Chief,

Sir John Fench. The German attack captured considerable ground but, lacking reserves, they failed to
exploit their successthus missing the one opportunity they had of a breakthrough in the west in 1915.

British and Canadian troops quickly plugged the gapteeid the line at great costyet theycould not
regain any of the lost ground. In May a letter from the trenches repittealv somef our infantrymen last
night They were affected by the awful gasses the Germans areiusimgs a terrible sight. fiey were
absolutely helpless like anyone drunk and black in the face. It is more like murder than war, the methods
they are adopting, but | hope we s.hGehetal Fermclowoulb e ab
l ater ful fi |7 attheeostofanany livesrobGouckhstershire soldietiseeBattle ofLoos

By 7 April, 2" Gloucesterhiad been transferred ¥pres;it was to prove a torrid experiencAt the time
of the gas attack, the battalion waddirng support positions arourfanctuary Woagdfollowing a tactical
withdrawal when they were pursued by the enemy who occupied the evacuated tréfuh&gar Diary for
5 May reported heavy shelling throughout the day, resulting in many casual@ed. Charles Wyse[ A ]
was undoubtedly Kiéd during this bombardmenhis body wasever recovered nor identifiedAlthough
Pte. John H. Cook| Adjed on 11 May 1918 a base hospital in Boulogne of wounttsywere probably
sustained during the same bombardmibat had killed Wyse. Pte. Walter King [ Ahhd onlyarrived as a
replacement on 27 April antly the 1112 May, the Battalionsufferedregular German attacks, after which
they retaliated with their owounterattacks, some at bayonet point. Pte. Kings initially posted as
missingi yetthe CWGCdate of his death pinpoints it to the time of the artillery exchanges b2 May.

Whilst the2™ Gloucestersvere fighting atYpres the 1% GloucestersincludingBoer WarveteranPte. F.
J. Woolcott [ Atpok part in the disastrouBattle of Aulers Ridgeon 9 May This was undertaketo
supporta major French offensive, the first of a seriesAlifed attacks Thesewereintended to exploit
Germanweaknessfollowing transfer of troops to Russiand to seize vital upland ridges as a prelude to the
mu ¢ h d éreakthraugh Tde battalion lost 264 mebpecause of poor planning and inadequate shell
supplyi problems which should have been resolbetbreattempting theBattle ofLoos It is important to
record losses itrench warfarebecause othe sheer physical hardships the soldiers suffefe. H. S.
Thompson [ AWas aReservistwho arrived in theatre on 20 January 1915 to join HfeGloucesters
However within a month,the Registerreported that he walnow in Wincanton Hospital, suffering from
frost bited. Discharged from the army withSilver War Badgehe had returned to civilian life. Yet he died
in 1920 ofTuberculosisalikely consequence of higne in the trenches.

The battles for higher ground continuatFestubert Harry Preston [ Awho wasliving in Croydon in
1914, had joined th™ West Surreysand lost his lifen this battleon 16 May in what was effectively the
second phase of thatlied offensive. This waslesigned to attract German divisions to the British front,
rather than strengthening their defences opposite the FrencAmasirit was at this point that thRegister
commened that fiPrivate Preston was one of tim@ble band of heroesand Tewkesbury shalbe proud
that one of its sonsaid down his gallant young life in the service of his King and Coantry

Meanwhile the pressure in tigoresSalientwas constant anthe trench warfarein that area caused the
death of another exilePte. James Cold Ag married 42/earold Reservistiving in Swindon,had been
posted to thd® Wilts as a replacement. On 16 Juhe was killed in the confused and fierce fighting during
anattackon the German trench systenBellewaarde Ridge #te apex of th&pres Salient

Apart from persistent trench warfare, the summer of 1915 remained relatively quiet but, at the request of
the French, the British agreed to an extension of their Front soifbred, and to an offensive in September
before the weather broke. This offereswas the British component of the widéhird Battle of Artoisan
attempt by the French to break through the German defamcksstore a war of movementhe location
for the British attackvas chosen by the Frenahd they selected theossector This was a mining region
north of Arras, an area not favoured by the Britiskivhen surveying the locality, where the Germans were
securely dug into an industrial landscape of mining suburbshslags and pitheads, one senior commander
claimed thafiit is most unfavourable ground and we shall be heavily takendup®he BritishC-in-C, Sir
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John French, with the support of5en. Haig, decided against the attadiWe should not be helping the

French by throwing away thousands of lives knocking our headénst a brick walbh. Coalition
imperativesprevailed. The Frencl-in-C, General Joffre applied severe pressure and, following Allied
setbackelsewhere Lor d Kitchener ordered Generals French :

There were twonew features in the offensive, ndmown as theBattle of Loos The first was the
introductioni albeit earlier than Kitcheménad originally intended of New Army
Service Rttalionsto augment the Regular and Territorialits?* Thus the1d"
Gloucesterswhichhad been sent to France in Augusasallocated to the &yular |
1st Division, replacinga Guards battalion. Th&' Gloucesterswere in the sam
division and actedas their mentors. The second feature was the availability o
whi ch eased Hai gBEO sf esashsr taalmeutoft hf
ammunition stocks (Sir John French himself had criticised the inadequate suj
of shells in the press in Mgy Over 5000 canisters were hauled to therfrline
and the gas was releasat 05.50 hrs on 25 September biehaved erratically as g
result of the varying wind conditionsin the south where the gas drifted into tig=
German trenches the attasks succssfuli virtually all the objectives were seizeqs ==

including the villageof Loos itself. Elementary Gas

In the north it was a different story and the attacks largely fail&bme of the ~ Protecion at Loos
gas blew back into British positiorseating confusiori over 2500 were gassed  [N- Christian]
although there were only seven fatalitiedfter the initial shock, the German defenders recovered and
emerged from their strengthened defences to suljectBritish to murderous machigein fire The
fiFighting 10" advanced through abhbjective® i but lost 459 men in the proces&mong them were many
local men:Sgt. T. Hall [ Afivas killed in action whilst leading his m&nCpl. J. A. Simms[ Al[/Cpl.
Arthur Harrison [ A4 school teacher and member of Wwunteer Training Corpshithe first of those who
enlisted from that body to lay down his dife Pte. E. Nunney[ AahdPte. C. W. Wagstaffe[ Aof the 2™
Oxford & Bucks On 26 September the reserves, comprisingMew Armydivisions held backy General
French in controversial circumstances, were thrown into the battle ttoteyx pl oi t t he f i r st
Theywere repulsed with heavy casualtieBhisdecision wouldoe a major factor in the removal General
Frenchas the BritisiC-in-C. A further attack on 27 September to stabilize the situation involveduheds
Divisionthatincluded in its ranks TewkesburiaPte. Ernest Rice] A A Reservisin the4™ Grenadiershe
was killed whenfithe guardsmen immeately ran into scythingnachinegunfired. As the British tried to
consolidate their positions in the next few days, they were subjected to heavy shalitapk the life, on
29 September, of one of the few Tewkesbury cavalryfegper W. G. Dutton [ A2™ Life Guard3. He
was fighting as dismounted infantry, using bicycles for trangport.

It might have been expected that inexperienced troops likel@ieGloucesters would have been
withdrawn for recuperatiofi but they remained in placeln a German counteattack on 8 October,
however, thel® Gloucestersook the brunt, losing 134 men includi®gt. Tom New[ A JThe Register
reported thafifighting side by side were two Tewkesbury brothers, Sgt. Tom and L/Cpl Ernestvigw
were caughup in the thick of the fightingTom was mortally wounded and removed to a casualty clearing
station where he .dEreedt Newsavivddowolnded bynsgrapdel gopl. A. J.
Didcote [ Awjas killed. Yet another attack was ordered on 13 Octobet@h&loucestershad a further
150 casualties and wea¢ lastwithdrawn from the line. OneeplacementPte Joseph Coo AHadarrived
in theatre on 4 Octobeéo red ac e t he bea.t Heavagossiblis timk  sake part in the final
attack on 13 October, also a failurgfP t e . Gamity kstill sclaims tha his death in 1919vas a
consequence of his being gas&dd.

Although minor fighting continued for some weelfse attack was effectively calledfain 14 October
Despite heavy casualties, there had been considerable success on the first day in breaking into the deep
enemy positions nedroos As so often happened, howevéne opportunities could not be expku,
resulting in stalematelhe BEF suffered nearly 60,0008asualties ground 16,000 killed, including three
Major Generals The French offensives fared little better with lossesvef 200,000.The end of thdattle
of Loossignalled the conclusion of the offensives planned for 18l1Bough localised fighting continued.

ZThe first local 6Kitchener7"Bleutestersh Galipobon2&Julpl®l5t hr ust i n
22 5ee N. J. Christiarin the Shadow of the Lone Tré2nd Ed., 2012 for an excellent account of tH&" Gloucesters
2 Forfurther discussion, see page 90
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As part of the expansion of tlBEF during 1915, the first line units of the thr&erritorial Battalionsof
the Gloucestershire Regimentthose that had volunteered for overseas seiviwad landed in France at the
end of March: thel®/4"™, 1576™ and £Y5™ battalions, the
last of which contained most of the Tewkesbury
Territori al sOld Comethptibla 7 anth e fi
unofficial Registerreporteri Pte. Jack Whitesent a list
of Territorials for the interest of local readers in July
1915. They were soontmoduced totrench warfarein
the Ypres sector. In Augydete. F. W. Harvey, latera
war poetfirst found local renown winning theCM with
a fbrilliant little patrol engagemeidt, which resulted in
the killing of threeof theenemy A repeataction in 1916
however,reailted in his capture. flere was no medal for
R S e Lt. T. H. Moore [ Athe first member of the local
Thecommemorative memoriadd Territorials to be killed. On 27 _Sep-tember 1915 he

Lt. Moore & Cpl. Rodway [D. Earle, WFA] exuded the requisite @€Offens

wrote, fiyour son was anexceptional officer... died

bravely.. .shot while in charge of a patrol engaged in reconnaissance work and while nobly attempting to
rescue a stricken corpordRodway... .0 The loss of a leading member of local society must have been
traumatic in bringig home the impact of war.

Others just disappeared in this form of warfate. Ernest Williams[ A4 local reservist allocated to
the 6™ Dorsetsupon reenlistment, wasnerelylisted asfikilled in actiord on 13 Decemér. As there were
no major actions being fought at the time, it does suggest that his death was caused by random shelling or
sniper fire. The last Tewkesbury man to die on the Western Front in 1915 brings us badk foithg ht i n g
10" which still found little respite aftet.oos The Battalion had been relieved and spent the next month
resting and recuperating. On 14 November 1915, the Battalion returned ltoabarea and, as was the
norm during quiet periods, moved regularly between the front line andegsesitions, resting, training,-re
equipping andeven cleaning streets. From 1426 December 1915 the Battalion was in the front line
trenches and thé/ar Diary notedfiBattalion in Loos sector and employed as a digging or pioneer battalion,
5c a s u a.lPte.iC.eHs Bailey[ Anas undoubtedly one of them, as he was killed shelburst on 19
December In a letter to his parents a fellow battalion member, Pte. A. W. Woptmtimented thatfi h e
died a hero on the battle field, doing lklisty nobly for King and Countty.

On 21 Novemberafter being mercifully stationed in a quiet sector, 2ffeGloucestersentrained for
Salonika, war havinheen declared on Bulgaria. The waas expanding to engulf more of the wdtld.

As 1915 came to a close, another year of disappointment and huge losses for the Allies, some key events
unfolded. General French, as we have seen, mgptaced by General Sir Douglas Haigcommaner of the
BEF. The decision had also been taken to eatmfBallipoli i which, as we shall segas a very expensive
and unsuccessfsideshow and concentrate efforts on the Western Front. The British Army in France was
continuing to grow and, at theearend comprised 37 infantry divisions and five cavalry divisions, giving it
a strength of nearly one million men; tBEF now held around 70 miles of the frorits casualties for 1915
amounted to 312,000 men; those in the French Army exceeded 1.2 million.

The Gallipoli Campaign Ending the Stalemate?

The Gallipoli Campaignof 1915was a boldi but some would say misconceivédattempt to end the
stalemate on the Western front by launching a campaign against Tuflkey Allies had originally sent
supplies tothe Russians via the only available route, Berdanellesand the Black SeaThat became
impossible after the Allies declared war on Turkey @t®man Empirg on 5 November 1914 as the Turks
then mined th@®ardanelles Straits The Allies sawthat asan opportunity to strengthen their own cause and
to weaken Germanyby seizing theGallipoli Peninsula on the western shore of the Dardanelles, with
Constantinople as its objectiv®y capturing Constantinople, the Allies hoped to link up with the Russian
knock Turkey out of the war and, possibly, persuade the Balkan states to join the Allies.

The campaign began with a naval attack, conceived by Winston Churchill, First Lord of the Admiralty.
British and French warships bombarded Turkish forts on theldbatles Straits in February and March

4 Forfurther discussion, see pages 28, 58 & 64
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1915 The assault failed; many of the ships were damaged or sunk by mines and the naval force was
withdrawn With the element of surprise already lostmajor land invasion of the Gallipoli Peninsula
started on 25 pril, involving British and French troops, as well as divisions of the Australian and New
Zealand Army CorpsANZAG). The campaign was, therefolgstily organisedo capturethe north coast

of the Peninsulaand silencethe Turkish artillery.Lack of sufficient intelligence and knowledge of the
terrain, along with fierce Turkish resistance, hampered the success of the inBgiond-October, Allied

forces had suffered heavy casualties and had made little headway from their initial l#eding s

At the outset, the nearest soldiers were Australians and New Zealanders resting in Egypt on their way to
Europei and theRoyal Naval Divisioncomprising naval reservists wheere surplus to requirements.
Further British and French colonial divis®nwere added to create what became Megiterranean
Expeditionary Force Thisdelay enabled the Turks to organise their defences under German command.

CrossChannel supply routes were never really hampered by the enéumysupplying an army in the
Mediterranean mounted more significant problems. It was no surprise, therefore, that the first Tewkesbury
loss on 17 April 1915 came with the sinking of a troopsBi, Manitoupy a Turkish submarindiWhat
might have been the destruction of an entire brigaidartillery resulted in a regrettable but comparatively
smal | number of casual t.iQ@ns of thgm whsSloeinmySmitly Wadten &V. br ui
Pittman [ Aof 147" RegimentRFA To lose vital guns was an inauspicious start to the campaign.

MAP ANDEVENTS OF GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN

DATE EVENTS MAP
August 1914 Russian defeat atannenburg

5 Nov. 1914 UK declared war on Turkey
18 March 1915 Naval attack vieDardannelles

GALLIPOLI 1915

25 April Landings atCape Helles
May Formation of Coalition Governmerih UK
12-13 July Third Battle oKrithia
19 July 7" Gloucesterdand Khalid Bahr
8 August Suvla Bay LandingsBattle of Chunuk Bair .
6-21 August Battle of Sari Bair
20 August Reinforcements land a&nzac Cove c
21 August Battle of Hill60O
11 October Declaration of War by Bulgaria fGentral c
Powers Helles E
Dec. 1915 Evacuation ofGallipoli Theatre by Allies The pgrdan®’ 3
Jan. 1916 S 5

The initial landings aCape Hellesvere successful, if costly, in that the Allies managed to establish poor
guality coastal foothold. They were not able to progress inland andengibject to effective countattacks
by well-organised Turkish forcesletermined to expel the invaders. It does not seem that Tewkesbury men
took part in these early battle€pl. GeorgeEagles[ Aof the Royal Naval Division was a replacement, who
only joined his battalion afape Helleon 30 May. He was involved in the protracteshchwarfare on the
barren peninsulaHe wasmerely postedi mi s si ng, p orel8 duiy éhel dayveea bsaunit was
involved in a followup attack to th&hird Battle of Krithia Some limited progress was made but at great
cost;theRoyal Naval Divisiorsuffered some 600 casualties, including.Eglgles.

Six days laterreinforcements arrived straight from Britain, among thenvth@loucestersthefirst local
KitchenerBattalion to fight. They were soon in battle anplist a week lateon 26 July,Pte. W. J. M.
Parker [ Awas shot through the head in the vicinity®filly Ravine. The final offensive on this front
petered out byhe middle of July so it is reasonable to assume that Pte. Parker was killedtientie
warfarethat followed; the nature of his wound suggédmtsnay well have been the victim of a sniper.
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Failures caused both sides to call up raicdéments and, on 8 August, thdlids sent a new invasion
force toSuvla Bay Againit was initially successful but, by the time the Allied troops attempted to move
inland, Turkish reinforcements had arrived to strengthen their defentiesBattle of Sari Bairthen took
place during which the Australid5" Battalionwas part of a force involved in an attack on 6 August against
the Abdd Rahman Baitheights, known to the Australians@sHi | @ The attack was a faita and, by 8
August, thisbattalion alone was reduced to about 30% of its normal strefith J. G. Coleman] Anas
one of the casualties and whs first Tewkesbury prevar emigrat to be killed.

At the same time th@" Gloucestersvere involved in this final attempt to break out of thezac Cove
perimeter The Battle of Chunuk Baiwas one of a number of battles to this .edthough the plan was
sound previously taken aerial photographs were deceptive, as they did not revealrgéimbmced overhead
protection on the Turkish trehes The fighting was bloody, confused and both sides saifter 6 f r i end | y
casualties Despite that, elements of tHeattalion reached the crest Ghunuk Bairand, as Turkish
reinforcements arrived, repulsed repeated attacks throughout thdlkdeydwindling band of survivors was
relieved on the evening of 8 August by other British units but, two days later, themposis lost to a major
Turkish offensive The battalion lost every officer and sergeant and over 350 other tadd: W. G.
Prosser[ Aws killed in action on 8 August 1915; his body was never recowerddentified

Part of the samattempt to break out dBuvla Bayinvolved the1® Herefords,a Territorial battalion,
which included Tewkesbury exil&/Cpl. T. J. Osborne[ A He was killed on the last day of the battle on
15 August; one hopes that the family took heart when the battalion was specifically mentioned in despatches
by C-in-C General lan Hamiltoriithe £/1"Her ef or dshire attacked. with i mp

Reinforcements arrived &nzac Covon 20 Awugust 1915. The sewmaond o
emigrant,Pte. W. B. Didcote] Atbok part almost immediately in tfBattle of Hill 6Q the last major assault
of theGallipoli campaign The attackvas launched on 21 Auguastd, whilsthe men were fresh and healthy
T in starkcontrast to the veteran troopshey were inexperienced anddbuipped. Attacking with bayonet
only, they suffered 383 casualties in their first attack. Pte. D#édoosdy Wwas never recoveredThe
Australians seemed to mount an inquiry ieteerydeath and concluded thdit lte intervening ground was
covered with low scrub which caught fire from the bursting Turkish shells, so that it was impossible to
recover the discsraecognise the bodies. It is to be hoped that the knowledge that Pte. Didcote fell in one of
the most gallant and historic chargavhich has taken place in this war, will be of comfort to his friéfds

Thereafter, the campaign petered out into stalenthtsenterypeingthe most serious enemy{owever,
the environment could still be lethal as evidenced in November 1915, whBRedbedreported thaPte. W.
A. Attwood [ ATY1% Herefords had received a gunshot wound in the head, presumably dherendemic
trench warfare He was successfully evacuated to the hospital base on Malta. Despite the claim that he was
attended by the best sexns, he died on 6 Decemlaerthe last local casualty of this campaigine lack of
successand the declation of war by Bulgarialed to the campaign being abandoned: the decision to
evacuateGallipoli was inevitable.

It is acknowledged that the evacuatianthoutfurther lossesyas the beséxecuted segment of the entire
campaign. More than 100,00@roops were evacuate althoughmuch equipment had to kebandoned
Official casualties were estimated at 205,000 Brifisitluding around 33,000 ANZAC troops47,000
French and 251,000 Turkish. To illustrate the conditions in Gallipoli, around 146f0€@& British
casualties werelue to sicknessdysentery, diarrhoeand enteric fever Politically the Turks were much
encouraged tdefeatthe British in Mesopotamiawhile Russia descended into chaos in7191

The campaign hadlso causeda major pdlitical crisis in England; as early as May 1915 a Liberal
Conservatlve Coalltlon Government was formed with the demotion of Churchill ascargiigion. The
failure in Gallipoli caused the resignation afrife Minister Herbert H. Asquith and
his replacement biloyd George The leader of the Turkish defence forddsistafa
Kemal became Presiderafter the war

Even the surviving British soldiers did not earn the expedighty On& as
some were sent on Balonika and others back tine Western Front.  Tewkesburian
Pte. Thomas Day was one of the lucky ondshis shot in the arm earned him that
preciousiiBlighty On® wi t h t hdlnmedas g sodvénii he went on to father
two founding members GfHS

% Mrs. Didcote received a pension4fis(£2) fortnightly from 23 October 1IF; but not from the date of his death.
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Naval and Aerial Warfare

Just as naval

r i v aDreagnough6ébatbeship$ tthd corgributed to thé ainmospheye that

had led up to war with Germany in August 1914, it had been similar concerns that provoked the Ottoman
Empire into siding with the central Powems late 1914 That ambitious country had ordered two
dreadnoughté from British shipyards Winston Churchill suspended the contract, provoking outrage.
The Kaiseropportunisticallypresented the Ottomans with two battle cruisére Goebbenand Breslau.

There followed the first naval drama of the war as the two ships evaded the British Navy to reach

Constantinopl e,

after

wh i c Ballipob Gampaigriwasi the sonsequentee

The North Sea once again drew attentmn 24 January 191%ith a battle onDogger Bank The
Germans were using the same strategy, aseirbttimbardment of the East Coagb provoke Britain into
committing its fleet to battle Using radio intercepts, the Royal Navy triumphed by disablind@ttieher, a
modern armed cruiserFormer Tewkesbury sailgrSignal Boy E.W. Simons[ AHad been serving on the
dDreadnoughb HMS Tiger which was involved in the battlbut hedied mysteriously from &échill in the

w o u nod D February aged only 17.

Added to the Falklandsles defeat, these frustrationsbating unable to defedritain with surface
warfare caused the Germans to turn to the use of equally revolutiorBoats in 19157 with fateful
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North Sea Theatre in 1915

consequencesThe USA wasneutral when war broke
out in Europebecause many of its ctns had fleg
Europe smitten with economic problems avatfare
There was little appetite to end that neutrality. The
German use ofJ-Boatswas, at best, reckless and
inevitably, t he ni nt h Y8 Gofp1 May,n k
was the US tankerGulflightt The Germans
apologised for that attack buiyhen thelusitania
wassunk on 7 May 1915 causiigl98 peoplé¢o lose
their lives including 128 Americas) the Germans
refused toapologise Their reason was the claim that
the ship was carryqnmunitions destined for the UK

In the long ternthat mattered littlethe USAdid not
declare war until 1917 It is now clear that the
sinking of this ship started to turn opinionthe USA
agairst Germanyi especially after August 1915
when the sinking of ships without warningwas
announced

Furthermore,lte Germans had other revolutionary
weapons which seemed to provefitsghtfulnes®.?’
Zeppelinairships introduced a new dimension of war
On 5 May 1915, the ImperialGermangovernment
permitted bombing raids on civilian targetsd so, on
8 SeptemberZeppelinL13 dropped the biggest bomb
so far on London (660Ib)22 were killed with 87

injured i including the Sayefamily, formerly from Tewkesbury, o suffered serious injuriesDuring
1915,181British civilianswerethuskilled.?®

In July and Augustame a new terror: th@~okker Scourg@i this was a mon@ane with synchronised

machineguns wayin advance at theéme of the Alies. Although these developments had no immediate and

out

by

significant military impact on Britain, the psychological effect was considerable and, perhaps, confirmed the
righteousness of the war amongst the British people.

%6 0n 20 January 1918 a British submarfik? tried to attack th&oebbenthen flagship of the Turkish navig17 was
sunk by mines during an attack when Turks atta¢cke@ritish base of Mudros in Aegean Skanly 7 hands were

saved. One crew memb@&ignaller Charles M. Timbrell, a professional seama@ouncil School volunteer and
grandson of Chance Street Crossing g@eper Charles &lnes, was posted as a POW. wiées later feed.
“’'Schreckl i chk e iwas thefdlicy adppted bytHe MidtarysQdupation authorities in occupied Belgium
in 1914 and wasuccessfullyseized onfor propaganda purposdsy the British press.

BHarold Sayerods

wi f enlyR5;younger bidotheRle. R. 6. Sdy&r Anvasakijes th 1916.
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Recruitment AStormo Abates

The Declaration of War and the appeals of Lord Kitchener had combined with other factors to create the
1914AStorm of Recruitmeat In 1914 the total available number of men of military age was 5.5 million,
with around 500,000nore reaching the age each yeaBy late September 2.25 million men had been
enlisted and 1.5 million were iiStarred Occupations, being deemed
vital to the war effort It was soon realised that uncontrollec
volunteering would deprive industry of vitalar workersi yet, at the
same timesuch was the fervour to persuade men to joithapsome
men were being unf avhitelfeathetsalengeant
unofficial scheme ofstarredworkers denoted bya badgewas devised
to protect them.

It was perhapsinevitable that the initial fervent enthusiasm wou
abate but, in addition, the realities of war were beginning to sink in
reports from serving soldiers, likdack White, reaching the local
newspapers in November 1914n addition, the Gallipoli Campaign
made itclear that soldiers were expected to fight a long way fr
Belgian atrocities Thus volunteer numbers fell to around 70,000
month More worryingly, almosttwo in every five volunteers were
entirely unsuitable ohealth gounds '

So the government felcompelledto intervene At the time
Conscriptionwasregarded adi wBir i tdespite being commonplace
on the continent of Europeecalling as it did folk memory of the
unpopular 1¥C. Cromwellian government. The result was the
inevitable compromiseThe Derby Schemavas a voluntary policy created in 1915 by Edwatahty, 17th
Earl of Derby,who later became Director dRecruitment The concept was that men who voluntarily
registered would only be called upon for service when necessamddition, narried men would only be
ficalled um once the supply of single men was exhaust&d\ational Registration Act created aegister
that revealed the number of men still available and they were targeted in a number dfwildlyposters,
tales of German atrocities, and the threat of shamhe Derby Schemased dooitto-door visits toencourage
men toattestto serve if needk

The 1915 Badge for Starred
OccupationgSole Society]

The scheme proved unsuccessful. 215,000
enlisted and another 2,185,000 attested for defe
enlistmenti but 38% of single men and 54%

LorRD KITCHENER

SAYS -

‘MeN, MaTERIALS = MONEY
ARE THE IMMEDIATE
NECESSITIES.

DOES THE CALL OF DUTY
FIND NO RESPONSE IN YOU
UNTIL REINFORCED —
LET US RATHER SAY
SUPERSEDED o
BY THE CALL OF
COMPULSION ?’

married men who were not listarred occupatiorts
had still avoided this form of recruitmentTheir
reticence did much to hasten a move to -
conscription.

The Military Service Act was passed on 2
January 1916 and, for the first time, introduc
conscriptionfrom 2 March 1916, when all mexged

1841 were liable to be called up unless marri
widowed with children or irfistarred occupatiorts
A system of local tribunals was also set up to
appeals against conscription.

ENLIST TO-DAY.

This poster from September 1915, still displayed in tf
Museumultimatelyfailed to inspire enough volunteers,

All attempts to end the stalemdtiad proved futile, with no causer renewed optimism. Yet 1916 was
to provide a yeaof paradox. The Governmeptassed an unprecedented act@onscriptionand perhaps
the most infamous battles die war i those of theSommefrom July toNovemberl916i were fought
mainly by those volunteers from 1914915, aided by the few survivinegulars and theTerritorial
battalions. Indeed, they had beetently filled with volunteergor these momentous battle§he major
confrontations at land dnat seamay haveseemed as futile as th® whichhad preceded theni yet
underlying changes were takiptacethatwere to have profoundonsequenceasa the coming yars
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C. 19186 A Year of Paradox?

The year, which proved so significant in the history of the British army, started relatively quietly on the

Western Front fortte British, if not the French.t &lsoprovided an aniclimax for the Navy at th8attle of

Jutlandand unheralded but important developments in the Empiré/et the events of this disappointing

year produced a significant impact on the outcome of the war.

WESTERN FRONT

Germans attack/erdun
Conscriptionin Britain

First day of theBattles of the Somme
Germans starHindenburg Line

Battles of the Sommeeter out
Verdun end of Germamttack

DATE WORLD WAR

13-21 Jan. Mesopotamia: costly battles to relievi&ut
31 Jan. Air: Zeppelinattacks

21 Feb.

2-7 March Kutrelieving force defeated.

1922 March Navavued®) & dz@-fhie ¢ W
23 April Egypt Katiadefeat, a Qotamia: Kutfell
31 May Jun. Navat Battle of Jutland

1 July1l916 RussiaBrusilov Offensive

4 Aug. Egypt Battle ofRomani

29 Aug.

3 Sept. Salonika Allied Offensive

18 Nowv.

12 Dec. Egypt GB starts advance

11 March 1917 Mesopotamia Baghdad captured

Imperial Wars in Egypt and Mesopotamia

Mesopotamia®

THE CAMPAIGNS IN EGYPT AND MESOPOTAMIA We have noted already that Britain a

AUSTRO-HUNG
Ry

CYRENAICA

SIAN
RUS Em
\Bcuheverks Py

from s, &
L7

Turkey declared war on each other ot
November 1914 On the same day, th
Indian Expeditionary Force Danded at
Fao on the Persian Gulf andoy 22

Novembertheforce had captureBasra.

This indicated an unpublicisedbut
important war aim

For the Turkish governmendt this
period the defence of Mesopotamia wz
not a priority It was forthe semi
autonomous Indian Government; this
explains the haste of the expedition. T
Berlin to Baghdad Railwd$, started in
1903, was now almost compdet
Clearly, the importance of oilto future

warfare was appreciatl andinterests in

thePersian Gulthad to beproteced.

However, the Indian government also had designs on extending the empire to Baghiikelds having
been securednd because of the importance of the failing Gallipoli campaignGovernment in London

was content with ply i n g

a fsafe

g henGowvernment bfdrslip brdesed @8 {Foena) t

Division north along theRiver Tigris in September 1915 This was a force of both Indian and British
Battalions; one of the latter was th&Oxford & Bucks one of the few battalions stationed in the Empire that
was not recalled home to fight. Serving withwas Regular,Pte. W. A. Price [ Affom Twyning who
would have shared the initial success moving north along the Tigris until the Ottomar@oged up by its

29 Chapters on Mespotamia rely upamexcellent accourtty A. J. Barkeroft h iNegledied Wab ;

di scussed

% The railway,in factcompletecbnly in 194Q wasconceivedby German government to befriend the Ottorampire
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Section Ill; 1916

Gallipoli successeslecided to maka stand22 miles south of Baghdad @tesiphonfrom 5 October 1918!
Pte. Price was woundedluring this battle sustaining a bad fracture to his thigh. He was of 4,600
casualties, whicltaused Gen. Townshend to order a retre#tuto(-al-Amarg). It may have appeared that
Pte Price was one of thiew, fortunateones, evacuated t® hospital inBombay, India The journey to
Basracausedi hi d e o u s ferthé Wwoended merausé woefulinadequacies of support. Perhaps not
surprisingly,hedied ofhiswounds on 22 January 1936.

He was perhaps luckier than his comradeso were surroundednd cut off aKut. It was captured on
29 April 1916 Realising their predicament, the Arhgdsent a relief forc¢ghatwas itself checked in costly
battlesfrom Januaryto March® so thatthe rescue waabandoned The garrisonthereforehad no choice but
to surrenderon 29 April 1916. This was a shattering blow to British prestige following the failure in
Gallipoli. British dead or wounded at 30,000 were three times the losses of thei Talde13,000 were
madePOWs, 2,500 of them Btish.>*

Egypt

From the start of walEgypt was regarded as a vital part of the Empire to be defended from Ottoman attack,
especially because of the Imperial artery of S wez Canagl through which soldiers from India and the
Dominions flowed to the crucial base @lexandria. The Royal Gloucestershire HussarfRGH], a
Yeomanryunit of the Territorial Force, was despatched there in April 1915 (before being diverted to
Gallipoli as infantry, landing éuvlaon 18 August and being evatad in December).

April 1916 was therdore, a dreadful month for the survival of the Empire since, on thid &% days in
advance oKut, a British force was defeatedl@atia whilst defending th&uez Canal It had been cut off by
a superior Turkish force and lost 500, mainly as prisoners of war to join thos&ditom

Katia was not such a loatgrm disaster as wa&ut, becausan augmented force of reinforcements turned
the tables on the Turks mtarbyRomanion 4 August 1916 The Suez Canal and Egypas thereforesafe.

It was, however, a lonterm disaster for those taken prisoner. Servirkgadia
were theNealebrothers Charlesevaded capture but, although he saw his brother
hit, heficould not render any assistaric®& His younger brothefrank Neale[ A ]
was one of those taken prisoner; they were then subjected to anil80@rced
march across the Desert with no food andy\itle water. Of the 2,500 British,
1,750 did not survive the journey, dying of maltreatment or diséagee luckier
ones, including Frank, went to Jerusalem but, nevertheless, he died of wounds on
13 September 1916Pte.W. E. Greenwood[ Adjed only six days later on 19
Septembeeven thougthe had possibly reachéhkara in Central Turkey. Here
he died of cholera (a horrid deathe cause of whictvaspolluted water).In July
1916 the parents dfrooper F. Perkins [ Ahhd more positiveews since he was
The RGH Memorial in  declaredfiwounded and no longer missin@gfter Katia; he was being held as a
Gloucester Cathedral prisoner of war but was also suffering from dysentery. Somewhat surprigingly
CloselAuthor] the circumstancesis parents heard from him from time to time up to thethase
months before hisleathon 11 November 1916 #non Karahissarn Turkey, where he was buried in a
grave marked vifh a distinctive sigii’ Enquiries made in 1917 revealed this and that he had survived six
months in captivity bubaddied of typhus, mother disease caused by unacceptable living conditions.

3L At this time, theGallipoli Campaignwas petering out into stalemate before the evacuation by 9 January 1916.
However, this allowed Turkey to move battiardened and victorious troops to besiege Kut.

2'n an interesting footnote to the attitude of the Bri:
posthumously awarded ti®1415 Starwas refused because his death did not occur on the Western Front.

3 Future Town CrierAlbert Curtis , was a veteran d@allipoli and a member of the relieving force. He was wounded,

sent to Bombay and home. See p111. Future P.M. {1985),Clement Attlee, was also wounded in this campaign.

% TheC.O. atKut, Maj.-Gen Sir Charles V. F. Townshend(1861-1924) ,was also taken prisoriebut was wel

treated by his captors. He was taken by trailstembu) near which hdived in comfort for the remainder of the war on

a small island. He was given use of a Turkish navy yacht and had receptions in his honour at the royal Turkish court.
He was awarded th€CB for his command &ut, while he was a POW in 1917. His popularity waned-pest No
Tewkesburians lost their lives in Kut or its failed relief, although7th&loucestergoined the fight on 5 April 1916.

% Charles survived the war and was demobilised in April 1919.

% Martin Gilbert, p244 concluded théitt he saga of pain and death was one of
3" Barker, p29%6, exemplifies this camp as one which was administered by a sadistic Naval Officer who was dismissed
under international pressure on the Turkish Government and then executed after the war.

25


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_General
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Istanbul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_Bath

fiNobl e Band of Her oes o

It was4 January 191%hen the news of the l[aBIOWto die reached Tewkesbury. He wete. Albert
Clarke [ Aof the Worcester Yeomanryyho had died aged 27 on 24 December 1918. This battalion had
sharedhe same actions as tR&Hand Pte. Clarke was another capturelatta. As with Frank Perkins,
Albert appears to have marched all thay through Palestine to Syria30 miles On 8 July his mother
reported a letter from hiim Damascus fiwWeare treated alright by the Turks, who do their best to make us
comfortable. It is a different way of living to ours; we have been told that parcels and lettecoma|
alrightd. From other evidence his comments need to be treated sceptically; threewsxtame nearly three
years later: he haiidied in Egypt of Malaria. Casualty records confirm that Ihed died on 24 December
1918 and was buried Beirut War Cemeteryebanon His date of death suggests that he had been released
from captivity and hat he was being treated in one of @@mbined Clearing Hospitalsased in the town, in
Allied hands since October. Sadly it did not save his life.

In view of the atrocious conditions they had experienced, it is perhaps miraculous that some survived.
Trooper Jack Pulinr et ur ned home by December 19rdc8veringitheir wa s
health after the hardships they had enddreihomas Strickland, from Apperley also survived budlied in
1938 aged only7 fromTB, probablyexacerbated bljfe asa POW?*

Mesopotamiaafter Kut

Mesopotamia was deemed to be too important to be abandoned even after what blasdrdmd agi t h e
mo st abject capi tul at i .oAfterihis, a BawicammandegenerahMaude,trear y h i
organized his army and then launched a successful campaigaphatedBaghdadon 11 March 1917

Tewkesbury men were involved in this second phase of the war in Mesopotamia because, after fighting in
Gallipoli, the 13" (Western) Divisiomwas withdrawn in early January 1916 and arrived back in Egypt later in
the month where the division held forward posts inSbhez Canal defences.s#e crisis developed around
Kut in February 1916the Division began to move to Mesopotaritiaorderto strengthen the force being
assembled for its relief. It was the only British Division to serve there and was parflagriseCorps The
division then took part in the failed attempts to reli&#, after which the British force in the theatre was
built up and reorganised in order to renew the offensive in 1917.

Driver AlbertCleal [ Adas the first to die in thi6"Bdgadepai gn
Royal Field Artillery he died on 19 July 191@ he division had arrived at his burial placeStfeikh Saadn
20 Marchto try to relieveKut. It was not until th&Registereportof 9 December that it was learned that he
hadii d i e d o f Bydhe end af August 30,000 sick had been evacuated

The counterattackwaited until the night of 13/14 December 19tbienit was launched on both banks of
the River Tigris Approximately 50,000 men were involved in the advaficBrogresswas slowi if surei
on account of heavy rain and an overriding cond¢e minimise casualtiesL/Cpl. A. G. Taylor [ Aof the
7th Gloucestersvas the first to be killed on 15 December 19dth Pte. N. J. Mann] Aq‘“Worcestersthe
next day, right at the start of the attack; be#vedwith 39" Brigade Success did not come until the
capture of the fortress &fhadairi Bendon 29 January 1917. yBhis timeconscriptPte. H. G. Rowley[ A ]
7" Gloucestershad been killed on 15 January, during the fight to clear the resist@ooecript replacement
Pte.Clarence Howell [ A 9™ Worcestersfollowed on 25 Januaryand thenPte. J. J. Parnell[ A"
Gloucesterson 10 Féruary 1917 The bodies ofTaylor, Mann and Howellwere neither recovered nor
identified; only their namesare thereforecommemorated on theasra Memorial along with 40,000 other
Commonwealth soldiersRowley and Parnell were buried Aimara Cemeterynext to which was a hospital
so we can deduce that they died of either wounds or disease.

None of these mrewereable toparticipatein the fall of Baghdadon 11 March 1917 when, at last, the
Mesopotamian adventure seemed to be paying divideitig fall of Baghdad coincided with increased
concerns about oil suppliésto the north aMosul and, indeed, theilfields of Baku on the Caspian Sea,
which caused the loss of life of a Tewkesburian in 1918 bjefstre the Armistice was signed.

For the time being Gertrude Belptly summedup the situationn a letter home:AAnd t hat
the German dreartthe Germapp | ace i s not going to be in th

)

S
S

3 Born in 1886, Pullin belonged to the butcher fanaifyl5 Barton Street; for more on TurkiBOWs, see page 104.
39 James MorrisFarewellthe Trumpets: An Imperial Retredtt-Gen. Maude died of cholera on 18 November 1917.
“0The force includedl/Cpl. F. Underwood, the second Tewkesburian to win téitary Medal in November 1916.
“L Gilbert p313. Gertrude Bell, CBE (1868i 1926) was a writer, traveller, political officer, administramghaeologist
and spy who explored, mapped, and became highly influential to British imperial policy in Arabia. [Wikipedia]
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Section Ill; 1916

EntenteSolidarity? The Salonika Campaign

DATE EVENTS THE CAMPAIGN IN ITS BALKAN CONTEXT]|
14 Oct1915 Bulgaria declared war on 8%,;‘"“0;,“ RUMAN ‘A
Serbia o ¥ g "
' gULGARI4 N
24 Nov 26Div/9"™ Glaucestes + . o~ =
th . > i OSoflo Adriangpler""
8" Ox¥ford & Bucksarrive -0
Front line | %
N Sgimica] 1916-18 | ¢
12 Dec. 27Div/ 2™ Gloucestersirrive e la g0 o)
August Battle of Horseshoe Hill, i
1916 Doiran <

The Salonikan Campaign was a respoodfé declaration of war on Saitby Bulgaria on 14 Octar 1915
and its joining the war on the side of the Cahfrowers. Serbia was altyaof the Triple Entente ansban
Anglo-French Force was sent immediately to try to sa®m invasionbutit arrived too late. At that stage
it had the cooperation of the Greek governmehich alloweda baseat Salonika (Thessaloniky. The main
force arrived in November 1915 with the™Bivision including the9™ Gloucestersaind8" Oxford & Bucks

a month later the Z7Division arrived with the regula2™ Gloucesterd® After an initial battle, the theatre
wasrelatively quieti with health and conditions the main enembhatwould remain the case until victory
came in 1918although there were sonfigrther campaigns to be fougfit.

The main task certainly facing t1#8° Gloucestersvas roaebuilding and they aed asthavvie$ rather
than infantrymen whilsonly quartered in tents. So much barbed wire was used around the Salonika base
that it was dubbed thé B i r d.c Ehegreewas @ initial danger to camps posed by German bombers and,
after Serbia pulled out of the fighting, the Greek government and its soldiers were reluctant hosts; King
Constantine was regarded as@erman. On 17 January 1916 Greek cavalry galloped over a road under
construction. After protests there was an official apology and the officer in charge was gaoled.

Also in January 176 soldiers had been stricken with illness (malaria and influenza), some being
evacuated. In 191B6/Cpl. E. N. Hindmarsh [ Awas evacuatedtMalta until he recovered and returned.
Pte. H. J. Waylen[ AWas less fortunate. A lorigrm territoria) he was in France with thels/5"
Gloucestershut, due to his experiende muchneeded in th&itchener 4 Gloucesters he was transferred
to Salonika in November 1915e contracted a cough in Januandd i s ¢ h a rTotallgDisalde® £ o r
service on 9 August 1916, having suffered fimimerculosigTB), attributed to active servicé.

The 2™ Gloucesterscertainly had little attention from the Bulgarians until 3 September,1946én the
di ar y rieceaseddagtilery Activity . This was probabl yBatleofobl i c
Horseshoe Hill which involved the26™ Division 10-18 August 1916when a Bulgarian promontory near
Lake Doiranwas stormed, provokinartillery repercussionsHowever, the2™ Gloucesterslid take part in
two attacks in October 191@hich were successftthoughcausingd0 casualties. Bthen winter had beset
the army andhe weather was abominabéend flooding to theRiver Strumacaused problems In late
November another 114 casualties were incurred in an attack Wihich e w a r t. iThereafterghe f i r e C
diary reportech Al |  tp suchart extent that a leaveagly to England was permittetfarry Sayers of
RFAwas on leave from $anika and promoted to Cpl. in&ich-April 1917

“2\Wyrall devotes three chapters to ®8 Gloucesterdut largely ignores thKitchener Battalions.Seepagel128.

3 InterestinglyWikipediaclaims:fiThe British Government accepted the need to maintain a presence in Salonika to
keep the French happy, but the Army chief did not favo
**He was awarded a pension of 2[&/1.25p] a week. He is buried witho@WGCrecognition inthe Town Cemetery

5 Register07 April 1917; on 6 Oct.191Cpl. Harry F. Sayers, RFA, had serious attack of malaria; after

convalescence, had relapse and badlospital in Salonika. His brother was killed on the Somme in 1916.
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Naval and Aerial Warfare

The role of theRoyal Navy in World War | also seems paradoxical. We have noted that, in 1914, one of the
major causes of tension was tiitacéto buildé Dr e a d nioyetdhle tnsicipated decisive naval battle
did not materialise. We have also noted that, while the Nagyregarded astheSe ni or,on§é&0 vi c e (
of the 689 volunteers joined the Navy and, of those who did, half deyloyedinto the Royal Naval
Divisioni as infantrymen. Only four Tewkesburians lost their lives serving with the Navy and only one of
those was killed in actiofi® None was killed afutland

At last in 1916 the Germans attained the naval conflict that it had desired since August 1914 when the
two fleets met at thBattle of Jutlandfrom 31 May to 1 June 1916.

As far as we know, there were only a few Tewkesbury
participants; Warrant Electriciah Brotheridge wasfinot in

{e ) t h e tohthecBatle and the most graphic recall from
" o Jesse Collinson HMS Colossuswho wrote to his Holy
et . f«f* Trinity Headmaster iwe saw several German battleships
V\«\° @ E ; and cruisers sinking... (we arg@ safe and sourd and
o N )bmanow 6 ‘ concluding that théBritish Navy is still alive. The Record
¥ B e 4 haileditasi Pr obabl y N&awalGrEatttelse i n

) <> Jutland
= TH SEq 1916,

The Registerwas a little more sober when, week later, it
claimed aiGreat Fight at Sea..... Enemy driven harfie
P A History records that the German navy inflicted more

v = 0 | damage and one of the crucial weaknesses of our ships was
, O | exemplified by the death dfble Seaman S. H. Price He

4 53 J reme | \was killed on 31 May 1918vhen HMS Indefatigablewas
~ W T fisunk by a salvo from Battle Cruiseon der Tannwhich

prosthiy B L & CERMy, penetrated magazingsnly 2 of 1012 wereescue®.”® On a
f’é‘:ﬂ.y\jfw‘” T ] happier noteone of T e few savab woluntetrs,
Ty " e Chief Sick-Berth Steward A. E. Gregson won theDSM.

The paradox lay inthe fact that, although it was
technicallya victory for the German# that they destroyed

Location of Battle ojutland more ships t he e ne mdriverhltomé baered meve

ventured out of port again. That situation played a crucial rdterémgthe German Governmetd haltthe
war in November 1918.

After this brief intelude, the German Imperial Command reverted to its strategy of submarine warfare to
starve Britain into surrender. Whereas in 1918oatshad sunk 1.3m tons, in 1916 the total increased to
2.3m?* After Jutland, it was announced thaBoatswould oncemore attack though with avarning. The
U-Boat campaignwvas moving towards its climax in April 1917.

In 1916 there wersomehints of acounterattack On 23 February the Government set Wgimistry for
the Blockadgthisindicated its perceivednportance One month laterU-68 was the firstJ-Boatto be sunk
by depth charges launched bylaship,a heavilyarmed merchant shipith concealed weaponrwhich was
designedo luresubmarinesnto making surface attackghere they were most vulnerable

A sad but significant footnote to the sea war came on 5 June 1@hénHMS Hamphire was blown up
by a German mine north of Scot | an dpower, 8lon wardwas a
Lord Kitchener, en route toRussia on a diplomatic mission his seemed thea massive blow to British
morale but it is, perhaps, fair to say that, by t

Meanwhile, the air war was still causing concern i@reat Zeppelin Raidl of 31 January. Mning as
far as Liverpool61 werekilled in Walsalli but the Germans were increadingoncerned at the high rate of
theirlosses. A dermination to improve defencesd to an enquiry, whicbreatedhe RAF in 1918. Eefore
then however the Germans started using a new weapaedil warfarethe bomber

"7 Som Eedie 2015

GERMAN U-BOAT ‘> 0 100 200 300 : 5
ZONE FROM 1915 S [—

S Wwilliam Halling [ Akilled in action;Charles Simons] AahdFrederick Raggatt[ Adjed of illness or wounds;
George Eagleg Awkas killed inGallipoli with the RMD.

*"Record3 Junel916 p4 & Registerl0 Junel916 p6

“8 Aged 26, he was the son of Mrs. Ellen Price of 7 Chance Street in 1891 but is commemorated in Cheltenham
“91n May-July 1916, the period of Jutland, the monthly tonnage lost did decrease signifidavittjpedia]
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Conscription

We have noted thaonscriptionwas introduced for the first time froBiMarch 1916 when all meraged
1841 were liable to be called up unless they were married, widowed with childretradesdeemed to be
vital to the war economyi st ar r e d dwhichuafs@incliudedcteryymen)

A system of appeals tribunals was established, to hear cases of men who believed they were disqualified
on the grounds of Hhealth, occupation or conscient®objection. The tribunals met frofmoroughto
national level. Although they are best known for their he@ayded attitude towards case<Cainscientious
Objection most of the tribunaswork dealt with domestic and business matters. Men could apply on the
grounds of their doing work of national importance, business or domestic hardship, medical unfitness,
andconscientious objectigronly around two per cent of applicants weomscientious objectord

We do have a newspaper report for a Tribunal in Tewkesbury, just before the Act came intb force.
Entitled fiLocal Tribunalsi Applications for Exemptions from War Seryi@ward: H. Bishop (Mayor), A.
Baker, C. W. Joss, G. C. Bayliss, G. P. Howadhd T. W. Evangall local businessmen and elected
councillorg with Major Champion and C. Stricklangpresenting Military Authorities. There were two
cases reported:

fl. Mr Wallis, Hay Merchant gained extension for a Hay Trusser, whose two brothers had enlisted.

2. Willis end Son refused for baker.

Altogether 4 out of 16veredr ef used extensi onsao

On 1 July 1916 with a sublime sense of timing, it was reported that all those gaining exemiptiast
join the Gloucestershire Volunteer Regintent( a f or m o.f Home Guard)

Tewkesbury did have applications fraBonscientiouObjectors some, likeAlbert C. Purser[ A]
eventually accepted service in the armed forces and he was Kkilled in
1918. The most famous locally wasederick John Procter Flour
Porter and Caretakerwho was brought before the Magistrates in
September Cohstiéntiowas sObjextor: iChargedith Being

A b s e n tTeeeRegisterreported this case and the statement by the
accused: fl wtdRAIBE A RIFLE AGAINST A BROTHER; | would
rather be taken to the rBss and shot(he) wanted to see his dying
mother but not with policeCharles Mellor Jnroffered to accompany
him but he refusediYou may make me a corpse but never a saldier
He considered the tribunal not fair @he cases were settled in a corn
deal er 8s o f fo.P?cAccortirgftolocal Hotklord, Frederick
Procter did come to the Cross in postr yeard but he was wearing his
cap from Dartmoor Prison where, allegedly, he was incarcerated. In
1933 he unsuccessfully stood for election to the Council as a Labour
candidate. Although he only carifth, he won 30% of votes cast.

4 The Act initially failed todeliver: only 43,000 of the men called up
F. J. Proctor 193]Register] ~ qualified for general service in the army. Another 93,0aled to

appear when called up and filled the courts. 748,587 men claimed
some form of exemption, filling the tribunaldn addition therewere the 433,827 alreadfis t a ras e d 0
being in a war occupation; or those who were ill or who had already been discharged on these grounds.
Within four monthsa revised version of the Act was passed; this enabled the War Office to extend the
service of timeexpired servicemen and broughtithin the terms of the Acill meni regardless of marital
statusi from the ages of 18 to 41The government also gained the right teekamine men previously
declared medically unfit for service. More revisions were liovioin 1917 and 1918

We must stress,dwever,thatthe Army that fought so valiantly on the Sommel916was mainly the
|l ate Lord KittNewmwh 6s volunteer

0 Wikipedia. The main source of local information came fromTteekesbury Recordor some reason, theegister
chose not to cover this item of news. Most of the cases did not provide names and there are no records of these
tribunals inGlos. Archivesasthe Ministry of Health ordered the destruction of the archives in 1921. Only those in
Middlesex and recently in Staffordshire have survivBoE] Sentinell3 August 2013]

1 Record 26 February, 1916414.

2 Register 30 Septembet916 p5/3

>3 Register7 Novemberl936 p5/1. It is not the place to stu@gnscientious Objectioin this book.
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Winter Warfare on the Western Front

The lives of four local soldier

were expended durintiis winter.
It was well into Spring wherPte.

Leonard Devereux| Awas killed
on 2 March An d6exil e

Glamorgan, he had volunteerec
with 10", Royal Welsh Fusilierim

1914. The battalion had reinforce
the BEF at Boulogne on 2
September 1915. Accordingly t
was awarded th&#91415 Star

The battalion was statione
nearYpresand he Germans wer
in an aggressive mode. To ge
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The 76" Brigade to which his battalion belongedegan an intensive training exercise to prepare for a
frontal assault, planned to take place at dusk on 29 February Nit&bly, all troops were equipped with
the new steel helmets. The bombardment eventually opened on 1 Marchyinigdtre Germanlefensive
works and thugnabling the infantry to attack in the early hours of 2 March. The attack was successful as it
achieved complete surprise; all their objectives were captured within the hour agdvga¢ consolidated.
However, Pte. Devereuxwas one of thel,620 British casualties. ThRegisterreported that he was
fiinstantaneously killed by a fragment of shrapgneHis body was never recoveredr identified and so his
name onlyis commemorated on thdenin Gate Memoriaht Ypres

The intermitent nature otrench warfareis demonstrated by the next loss coming2dnMay 1916i
whenwe meet up again with tHg' Gloucestersvho had remained in theatre in thil Loosbattlefielduntil
Junel916, shortly before moving south to take part in the Somme CampBign William Hodges [ Ad
veteranReservistwasnot able to join thenashe hadalreadybeenkilled. The diary for 21 May records a
bout of random shellingl F aamount of shelling arounslla r o & killédo; thiswas Pte Hodges.

In June 1916He 13" Gloucesters a Pioneer Battalionw a s using its member s o
agricultural skills to supplement the work of thoyal Engineersin the construction of fortified
emplacements and other field works. The battalion was assigned to a quieteasve its apprenticeship
in the trenches, aepairs were neveending. There was routingvear and teabut some bombardments
damagedrenchesout of all recognition. The War Diary suggests tRat. T. Bishop [ Awas killedon 6
June, when his compammad been allocated to work on various sections of thenbagFestubert The only
clue to Thomasd f atseo| wld = ri@dm ofdur Ehapy was killec lasbnight Rte.

Bi shopbés body was r eneabyireBroevmis Raad WilitdryeCemetery b ur i ed

Howeverfi q u iwastleémedhe sector, the battalion was involvedtie attackby the 39 Division on
a position called th& o a Heéadon 30 June. Just under 1,100 casualties were sustafngtlich the 13"
suffered 86includingSgt. T. Harrington [ Agn early volunteer The role of the badlion at that time was
to dig twocommunication trenasand two breastwork® allow the passage of reinforcemebé&tween the
original British front line and newly captured German trenches. The fate of Sgt. Harrington was unknown
until 15July, when a letter fromdllow Tewkesburian, Cpl. Tom Bassedkplaired that hehad beeriibadly
wounded in the backeéeunde 0. Ittwhsenotchowewki, uniil Bay 491bthattke p e r
War Office confirmed his deathS g t . H a body wagnéver megavered nor identifietis nameonly
is commemoratedn theLoosMemorialin Dud Corner Cemetery

The battlein which he was killedwas not officially recogised as a separate battle. This @édours
before the much better knovimattlei the First Day of the Somme
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The Battles ofthe Somme July to November 1916

Events

Trench Warfare

Battle / date
Winter 1915-16

I 1-13 July Battle of Albert (inc. La Boiselle):
First Day — 57,470 casualties
2 14-17 July Battle of Bazentin (and diversionary
attack at Fromelles)
3 20-25 July Attack at High Wood
4 15 July-3 Sept. Battle of Delville Wood
5 23 )uly-3 Sept. Battle of Pozieres (involving |st/5th;
Ist & 10th Gloucesters)
Fonquevilliers
@ Gommecourt
Hebuterne ®
Puisieux
. Serre
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°
&s--o
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140m
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La Boiselle

Battle / date

6 3-9 Sept.

7 15-22 Sept.

8 25-28 Sept.

9 26-28 Sept.

10 1-18 October

Il 1 Oct.-11 Nov.

12 13-18 Nov.
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Land over g
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Events

Battles of Guillemont (3-6 Sept)
& Ginchy (9 Sept.),

Battle of Flers-Courcelette
(first use of tanks)

Battle of Morval

Battle of Thiepval,

Battle of Le Transloy,

Battle of the Ancre Heights

Battle of the Ancre: end of the Somme

| 2 3 4 5

SCALE: MILES
Cross section
German front line | July 1916
British advance 17 Nov 1916
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Sam Eedle 2015 (with reference to Brig-Gen J.E. Edmonds Official History France & Belgium 1916 Vol 1)

Combles

Flers

+ LE TRANSLOY 4km>

The Cross Section, from Albert to Le Transloy has been drawn by Peter Finnigan, architect,
to whom we are deeply indebted for his help.

The numbers refer to the battles; others can be studied by checking their location near to the four battles above.

The Battle of the Sommés how thefi Bi g 0 Bfu%lé is knowri infamouslyi today. We remember 1

July as beingth@ most di

sastrous

day

n . kshnéamyHs oerived rfrgm tloe f

horrendous losses on the first day of the batidéwiped out so many of thosnthusiastiozolunteersrom
the autumn of 194 The high casualty rateflected badly on the commanders and feditHei o n s
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Do n k & tsrgretation of the war. The law of unintended consequences also came into effect once again.
It had been a clever ruse by Kitcheneretwourage friends to volunteeith their friendsi but, when the
dreaded telegrams arrived, whole streets in tréhrof England in particular were depressed by the closing

of black curtains, then the traditional way to commemorate a family deatkd one which lasted into my
generation It provided also thabandonmemf the system ofecruitment intdocally bagd battalions

The government also committed another wadlaning mistakeby deciding to commission and show to
the public a film of the battle. For the first timbe families back home could see for themselvew alien
were the conditions which treir men were fighting and dying

We are also less well awaimdaythat itwas aseries of battlesn the Somme area, which continued until
they petered out in November 191&his happened becausetioé exhaustion of soldiers on both sides and
the onsebf winter, which traditionally led to a welcome pause in hostilities. The campaign was not one of
the choosing of Gen. Haig but it was undertaken @gei to support his French alBspart of afiGrand
Offensived in which the British would play a roleThe French logically, thereforbecame the senior partner
in coordinating allied forces Politicians agreed éhstrategy in November 191t there wasconsiderable
debate astgout the part British troops would play: Haig preferred to fight iMéssiresarea ofFlandersto
the north’

However, all this optimism was shattered on 21 February 1916 when the Germans launched their own
attack on the fortress &ferdun. This attack was designed to be decisive in the long terfiblgeding the
French Army W i t &he French wereonsequentlyunder the most severe pressureth sidesbelieved
that, if Verdun fell, then the consequences for French morale and governmedth&daktalculable. Halg
still preferred to await 15 August for his attatkbut he was overruled iR
inevitably, by the desperate French.

The sector allocated to the British was also highly unsuitable to infa
attack. It had been relatively quiet durithg war so fai the French adopting
a Ol ive and |I.eThe Geimans badnpamihlleanade gdoy
use of the time and chalk to build strongpoiatel deep lines of trenche
which would be very difficult to destroy by artillery fiieas it proed. In
addition,a study of the crossection of the Somme Battlefietch page 31will
demonstratéhat English forces would be attacking upfiillvith little or no
cover if tre machinegguns were not silenced by the artillery barrage.

On the other handBritish forces in France had increasdm the 5
divisions of theBEF in 1914 to 43. This was the relwof the recruitment
campaignm 1914 and, by early 1916, the8e&K i t ¢ h e n e rhadltbeen
trained in the UK and transferred to France. Iradhtmany of the divisions Gsegrrr:]ﬁqwi?pu;dﬁg]the
were very inexperienced, except in trench holding. The new and energetic
Minister of Munitions,Lloyd George, had promised that the deficiencies of shell supply, whadproved
so disastrous atoos had been remedied. Theoplem was by 1916 not so much the quantity of
armament§ but t he quality: Hai gbs plans depen,neoderon th
for the inexperienced infantry to move faw in waves.

Despite all these caveats, Haig Ivaslitionally been assailed for succumbtnghe common British error
of unreasonedver-o pt i mi sm at t he 0 Htengst mersiressgd thafportanities everes o n 6 .
created but missed for the desired cavalry breakthrough to the open coumypnad®

It is not surprising, therefore, that a significant accepted belief is that the Battles of the Somme were a
costly failure. Although it is undeniable that too many young men lost their lives, we shall need to revisit the
consequences of the baténd ask if it was not, indeed, a success in thetlermgi even though, in the
event, it would still remainmost definitely, a costly and very bloody victory.

Battle of Albert (including La Boiselle, 1-13 July

Unfortunately theiBig Pustd was not a big secret: the Germans were expecting an attack and prepared for
it. It was heralded in the now traditional way with an intense artillery bombardment which was tasked with

*ALions | ed fopfurthed distusson of the historiography see Section IV page 123.

5 There were successful battiesMessinesn the 1917 campaign; seage 46.

5 M. Waldron points out that operational command was in the hands of Gen. Sir Henry Rawlinson and claims that
Rawlinson missed an opportunity on 1 Jidyexploit the success in the south of the sector
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cutting thebarbed wireand neutralising German artillery The British artillery fired more thah.5
million shells, more than in the first year of the war; ano®a€,000 shellsvere fired on 1 July. The bad
news lay in thequality of British shells. While British shell production had increased sinceshak
scandabf 1915, many shells failed to explodS8hrapnelwas virtually useless against entrenched pmssti
and there was insufficientigh Explosive ammunition to cut the wire. The bombardment actually
commenced on 24 Jaii with the infantry attack delayed two days to 1 July

Despite French problems at Verdun, the attack on 1 Julystitasin Allied effort. There wasAllied
successo thesouth but the British attack of 110,000 nvess to take placalong the oaduphill from Albert
to Bapaume Thiswasa disaster: very little progress was made with troops being seatky all along the
line at a cost of 57,47casualtis, of which 19,2@ were killed. One of he problers was that thenachine
gurs had not beewiped out by the artillerythey cut swathes through the infantry advancing in waves at
walking pace.In terms of casualties, Wwasfithe most disastrous day in the history of the British Aurify

The Gloucestershirdattalions werdortunately not involved in this first advanéebut Tewkesburians
fighting in other units did lose their liveRifleman John Walker [ Ag 41 year old Territorial serving in
the 5" Battalion, London Regimenwas part of aliversionary attacko the rorth; the objective was to draw
German reserves away from the main parhef S5omme offensiveThe assault was initially successhult
the situation deteriorated significantg the Londoners were cut off from their reserves by thength of
the Gernan artillery The battalion was also subjected to couattacks and the survivors were eventually
forced back to thie original lines Despite the early succeske attack was ultimately a complete failure
The War Diary reported a total of 588sualtiesoneof thefatally wounded was Rifleman Walker

It is believedthatL/Cpl. G. M. Topham [ Awjas killedon the first daybut in part of the main attack
This former Grammar School boy had moved to Sheffield and volunteg@rethably underageforain Pal s
Bat t agthal?" (Sheffield CityBattalion After serving briefly in Egypt, the batton was in France for
theattack:its role was to capture the heavily fortified village &rre The attack failediThey had to pass
through aterrible curtain of shell fire and German machine gunsweretati ng deat h Theom ¢t v
remnants of the battalion were taken out of the line on the evening of 3ThidyDiary for 7 July records
495 casualties.L/Cpl. Tophamwasone and one caanly imagine how long he layidno manés | a
before he was taken taGasualty Clearing Stationyhere he succumbed to his wounds on 10 July.

We have noted that tteentre of theattack stalled before the villagd La Boiselleand, two days later,
reinforcements including th@" Gloucestersavere brought into the attack. This cost the lives of two local
friends who, on that fatefulecruiting rally at the Watson Halvere fithe firstto mount the platform to
e n | .iPses. b.Rossell[ AahdH.E. Rowley[ Aehlisted togetheir and werekilled together on 3 July

By then there was no element of surprise and German reserves were being rushed to the deoigs
of relatively smallscale attacks succeeded great cost over the rtex2 daysin pushing forwardwithin
sight of the enen second line so that eventually Boisellewascaptured® The two werekilled on the
second day fiworking a machine gui in the case of Rosselllhe Diary reported 302 casualties during the
advance and subsequent retention of the line. The bodies of both friendsewereecovered nor identified
but their namesrerecorded in close proximity on tAdiepval Memorial

Once an attack had been sessful, the land had to be defended agj@iounterattack and artilleryire 1
and this cost the lives of soldiers uninvolved in direct attacks. Artillery batteries targeted eagcthistiser
how early volunteerGunner W. A. Day [ Alpst his life We think thathe was part of the 3DDivision
which achieved considerable success, unlike tHatdld attempts further north. The artillery bombardment
was more effctive in this part of the linggaving the way for the successful infantry assa8é. vi ng i n 6
Battery, one of four batteries in the brigade each with sipdi#der field gunsGunner Day was killed in
action on 15 July 1916, two days after the nominal close dB#tide of Albertprobablyduring the normal
artillery exchanges thateve taking placeGunner Dayo6és descendawasischavger e i1
of the Cavalry. He got blown up among the hoisk#led instantly by shell burst

By this phase of the battléhe Territorial1%/5" Gloucestershad moved out of reservitss main action
comingon 1920 July when it moved intthe attack.lt failed to capture its objective afitbst heavily: two
officers and 5@0Rs © including, no doubtSgt. Henry Cook[ A He waghe second localerritorial to be

>’ Alastair H. Fraseetc.,Ghosts on the Somme: Filming the Battle, Jounly 1916(Pen and Sword, 2009)
%8 8" Gloucestersvas involved in this success and@.was awarded ¥C for his role that day.
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killed, lamentedasone offimany of the old handsshohave shed *t heir bl oodo

Sometimes it is difficult to pinpoint an action when fatal wounds wereisastaPte. R. C. Saye A]
died officially on 8 September 1916 atbbeville Base HospitalHe was wounded in the thigh on 21 July
whenfihe was hit shortly after carrying in Lieutenant Percy BadbAmWar Diariesusually recorded the
namesonly of officer casualties andt. Percy Badham was wounded during an unsuccessful attack in the
areaof La Boiselle Pte. Sayer ithusmentioned by naméecause he had rescued an officelowever,
when his death was reported it was duafios e r i o us ¢ ihiemettcleanwhanrbdt,dn theqreding
weeks, the War Diary recorded numerous incidératresulted in casualti€’s

Once captured, a stropgint had to be defended from counterattack and on 10 September the Canadian
10" Alberta Battaliontook over thefront line. It was theninvolved in a series of defensive operations,
primarily successful, nedra Boiselle In one of these action®te. William Herbert Jones [ AwWas
severely wounded in the buttock and lost a lot of bladd.died ofthesewounds on 25 September 1916 at a
Casualty Clearing Statiom Puchevilliersandwas buried in the nearlBritish Cemetery He was the first
emigrant to Canada from Tewkesbury to be killed in the war.

Battle of Bazentin 1417 July

By 13 July the British attack was progressing slowly and painfully uphill towards the second line of German
defences. At the beginning thfis battle British troops broke through the lid@ring a night attack only to
face stiffening enemy defencesthie higher land beyond. No local men were kithede

Diversionary attack at Fromelles,19 July 1916

To take pressure Dfthe beleaguered British forces on th
Somme, a diversionary attack was planned further north in
area of Armentieres, aFromelles Unfortunately, untried
Divisions were used in what turned out to be apldinned | 2
attackthat achieved nothing at a sbof thousands of casualtieges
The attack was the début of the Australians onWestern Front
describedon the Australian War Memorial as fithe worst 24 |
hours in Australia's entire histoty Of 7,080 BEF casualties 5
5,533 lossewere incurred by the "5 Australian Division;
German losses wefe60Q 2,000, with150 takenprisoner.
(Fromellesis now known for the recent discovery anebreial
of 250 Australian and British soldiers killed in this bajtle.

The British contribution was th@1* Division which included
a second lineTerritorial battalion, the2"¥5" Gloucesters?
however,& e ¢ o n dDivisions lmdsuffered for some time
from lack of equipment.This Division hadlanded in France on
23 May 1916but was not involved in the main offensiveuntil
this disastrousgiversionary attack. Ae 295 Battalion was in
reserve and did not take part in the assault; consequently uie
casualty return in the War Diary for 19 and 20 July records just two woumeedAlthough the61>
Division did not suffer as badly as the Australian division in terms otialass, it had damaged its
reputation to the extent that it was only used for holding trench lines until 1917.

The b atCplaAl H. Askedv Anjet his death over a month later &h August 1916His battalion
had remained in thEBromellessector during August and Wosides engaged in trench raids, in whilkl

The #ABig Pusho:
[Hammerton

%9 5th Gloucester Gazette The Graphic did not announce his death until October 1916. Although the Chaplain
reported that he had died of wounds, his body was never recovered; his name only is commemorafEdiepvéie
Memorial. His grave was mbably destroyed in the secondtBes ofthe Somme in 1918. [See pagq 78gt. Cook

was awarded th£914-1915 Star all his medals are held by tB®Udiers of Gloucestershire Museum Gloucester.

€0 t. Percy Badham, son of the Town Clerk, was commissioned into31&6" Gloucestersn 1915. [See page 1D2

%1 pte. Sayerwas not awarded a gallantry medal for his rescue. Newssofatal wound came in tHRegisterof 9

September 1916; ithen published an obituary on 16 September. His brother had been woundeddpgbknattack

on Londoni see page 22

®When war broke out Territorials were 6askedd to vol un:
line battalions 2ndLine battalions comprised men who were slower to volunteer for whatever reason. With the advent
of Conscriptioni n March 1916, this O6choiced was removed.
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Gloucestershire poett. F. W. Harvey, was captured on 1ZXugust 1916 in the German frelime trench,

whilst on a lone reconnaissance patfolTwo weeks later Cpl. Askew was kil The War Diary is not

very informative on the activity that day and simply notes that the unit was in trenches and sidfered

Other Rank killed and three wounded Cpl . Askewd daventedWlitarw@esetdryu r i ed i r

The uphill attacks, trying to conquer the German strengthening defences, continued: there were
simultaneous attacks diigh Wood, Delville Wood and Poziéres Ridge23 July when hese attacks were
taking placewas another dismal dagn which four Tewkdsury meni serving in different battalions and in
different battles lost their lives.

Attacks on High Wood 20-25 July

The 19th (Western) Division had arrivedknance on 18 July 19J&nhdentered the front line &azentin le

Petit and tookpartin oneof a number of unsuccessful attackstbekey position ofHigh Wood The8"

Gl o u c eNat Deary ®réry for 23 July commented that. . . Attt ack fail ed, our <ca
killed, five wounded and eight missing..186 casualties among othen Kreedone officer was the second

local officer to be killed and the first of the family of Edward Priestley, Headmaster of the Grammar
School® Lt.S. N. Priestley] Add hisplatoon in the attack but did not return. One of his men reported:

fil saw him wounded and fall not far from the German Parapet. He struggled to his feet. | sstartdrand

sway as | passed hom. Although the dreaded telegram had reached his fatherWar Office did not
recognise his death officially until 24 February 191His body was found in November 19but it was

never identified after the war asdhe is commemorated instead on Tigepval Memoriaf®

Battle of Delville Wood 15 July-3 Sepember

The5" Division was reldtely experiencedfter fighting nearVimy Ridgein front of Arrasso, a the start of

the Somme offensive, the Division was enjoying a pkdbrest and rdit. That soon came to an end when

they were moved to take partan unsuccessful attacki High Wood One constituent battalion was théth
Warwicks theé Bi r mi n g,handnserArgg lwshdhem was former Tewkesbuigrritorial, Pte. P. C.

Hawker [ A PnePal recalled his memories of the actidthhA Company returned with
afterwards 3 more men come in, after lying in a shell hole for 48 hrs. Reported they saw German snipers
shoot our wounded, who raised themselves up, or tried to fakkkeir equipment. We were enfiladed by
machinegunfire, in a field of oaté 0. Pte. Hawker was killed in that action on 23 July 1916.rtdisie only

is commemorated on thEhiepval Memorial British and South Africatroops suffered serious losses
significantly, alsaa GermarDivision recordedithe loss of many good, irreplaceable men

Battle of Pozieres23 July-3 September

Cpl. Austin C. Papps[ AahdPte. T. Parrott[ Anere both Tewkesburians who lost their liieshis battle
whilst serving withthe 145" Brigade however, theyserved withdifferent regiments.

Cpl. Pappshad moved to Readinand so serveth the Royal Berkshire Regimen#lready a corporal
aged only 18his battalion was not involved at the start of the offensivetbeok part in this later phase for
PoziéresRidge. The divisionhelped gairand holdi at a high cost the key village oPoziéreslocated on a
ridge of high ground betweeklbertandBapaume The role of the 145th Infantry Brigade was to carry out a
night attack to capture German trenches to the west, whilst the Australians attacked from the south. The War
Diary commentedfithe captured trenches being continually under fire...the Battaliorwell in the attack
and later when holding the captured trenahe$ he battalion lost 128 men.

Pte. Parrott, a Territorialrelocated td_landrindodWells in Wales had rejoinedthe 155" Gloucesters
who found themselvealongside the Berkshirgkiringthe Battle of Pozieres Ridg&he battalion launched
its attack at 12.35 a.m. on 23 Julyewh according to the War Diarf§iThe attack was quickly discovered by
enemyé . Heavy barrage of artillery anchachinegunfire were opened and in spite ofilig reinforced the
objectives were not reach@d The Regimetal historian, Wyrall praiseditheir gallant effort that had cost
148 men One casualty was Pte. Parrott, althotlgre is some mystery about the exact circumstances of his
death. His bodywas never recoveretbr identified;he, like Cpl. Papps, is commemorasgd hiepval

L/Cpl. A. E. Wilkes [ AwWasalsokilled in this battle orthat tragic day for Tewkesbuiiy andis also
commemoratedvith 73,000 othersat Thiepval Hewas serving in the®1Division with the10" Gloucesters

83 Soldiers of Gloucestershire Museurnother eminent local poe®te. Ivor Gurney, also sered in the battalion.

% Lt. Priestleyobtained a commission early in the war, 29 December 1914, because he had served in his University
OTC. as well as being an experiencBefritorial NCO.

85 Many temporarily buried graves were destroyed in subsequerinfight1918i see pag&0 onwards.
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andhad served as an ¢ightng $0'0v telosu The leatation did nbtisee actiom again
until July 1916 during th8attles of the Sommdt did not participate on the openidgy but was involved
10 days later in burying the dead from the initial assaaltsough28 men werestill killed and wounded
through enemy shellfire. On 22 July the battalion was in the front line sotlte German strongholdf
Martinpuich, preparing for an attack the folloimg day At 12.30 a.m. on 23 July (at the same tiamal in
the sameoffensive, supported by 1%%Brigade ofPappsand Parrott, to capture this dominaroziéres
Ridgeto the north)L/Cpl. Wilkes was one of the fatal casualties, wtghwere killed; his body was never
recoverechor identified

23 July 1916was, thereforea bl ack day f or TewkesbWPozicresRidgeo!l di e
continued and cost the livesfofe more

The 8" Gloucester$iad also stayed in this crucial battle andDjs. Joseph Walker[ Adjed a week later
on 30 July 1916when he War Diary notedd6.30pmi our attack was held up by enfilatiachinegunfire
and concealed snipers from the right.....Casualtieere 14 officers killed, wounded and missing; 160 other
ranks. Cpl. Walkerwas killed during this unsuccessful assault; he is commemoraidieatval

We have emphasised already that, once a target had been captured, it had to be held despites the furio
German counteattacks for which they were renowned. ThusloAugust,Pte. W. H. Sheldon[ Athen
living in Birmingham enlistedwith the 11th Warwickslost his life whilst his battalion was holding the front
line atBazentin Ridgeé which had been captured, in theory, back on 17 July. The battalion had already lost
275 men on 15 July in an unsuccessful attempt. The War Diary for 11 Augustiitetstilie artillery very
intense throughout the dayA large number of men were bedi by HE(High Explosive shells, this
accounts for the missing...4 bodies were dug out afterwards and pieces of other men, unrecognisable...This
was a very trying day for the troops The casualties recorded were 63 men; one Rtas Sheldori
although he Registerdid not announce his death until 3 March 1917. Not surprisingly, thereforeodys
was never recovered nor identifidek too is commemorated on theiepval Memoriaf®

The 9th Essex Regimenwvith veteran TewkesburiaBgt. L. V. Mann [ AHad been braght up into the
battle,preparing to launch an attack in the evening of 12 August against German trench siBigngsthe
evening of 11 August and the following mornjigh e b a bwn#&rdnchesnv@re subjected adheavy
artillery bombadment that caused about 110 casualties. The attack in the evening captured the enemy
position without opposition and then successfully resisted Geomanterattacls. Small compensation it
was to Sgt. Mann who was one of the fatalitiesl@nAugust. A veteran ofindia, the Boer Warand Loos,
his body wasnever recovered nor identifidm is also commemorated instead laiepval®’

Serving also in théi Fi g h t"® wap 37ye@rold Pte. James Jeyne§ A Who had already been
wounded in July but his wound hadinearly healed. However, just two weeks later, tRegistereported
his death in action on 17 August 19%en the battalion was in the front line trencheBaentin le Petit
Its War Diary notedfil7/18 August Co-operated in a bmbing attackn front of Martinpuich. The attack
was unsuccessful However, there were 72 casualties, among whom was Pte. Jeynes whos@boelyer
recovered nor identifieche also is commemorated on fHaepval Memorial

Still linked with the10" Gloucestersin the 1% Division was the regulaf® Battalion It had been in
reserve for much of the Somme Campaign sa fant it moved into the front line in the middle of July. As
part of theBattle of Bazentin Ridgen July, the battalion carriedut successful attacke capture German
trenche. After a quieffirst half of Auguston 20 Augusthe battalion moved into the fronDuring thelong
and bitterly foughBattle of Poziéreslts War Diary recordediFront line held by A Company withL2wis
Guns and 10 men in advanced post...A Companyob6s ad
whereapositon i n shel/l hTihéreevere Blacasuatties ko whichuopedfatality wasttzer
local reservisfi Ol d Co n t lg@pp E. iDiokensan[ AHiis body wasnever recovered nor identified
and he is also commemorated on Tieepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme

On 25 Augustduringthat sameBattle of Poziéresthe first lineTerritorial 185" Gloucestershad moved
into the front line in readiss for an attack The second of the Moore family of Territorial Officeks,
Lionel Watson Moore[ Ahad taken command of .6Be \Ua Dipraforg76 o n
August the day on which Lt. Moore was killed, recorded tli@everal dug outs were bombed and trench

“pte. Sh el dEdwaidsSheidonovolintgeered in August 1914 and served in tfeGloucesters He was
badly wounded on the Somme in August 1916 but, according to a local Misséylerrell, he wasficheerfub. Nurse
Mary E. Merrell was one of the few locMAD nurses who served on the Western Fiosgee pages 9802

Sgt . MannPtse .b rho.t hJ@'twaorestenswds # pe killed in Mesapamia in 1916; see page.26
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consolidated. .. About 50 prisoners were taken. .. e
wounded. The Registerater added that his death hadreafter hdiled a trench raid after lighting up a
cigarette; he ran down a trench firing and laughing and the Germans surrerijenezkpt one whdjout of

spited or not knowing of the surrender, shot him through the head, killing him instaftlyanger a
woundedprivate shot Germans until la¢so died. Th@adré attempted some consolation in a letter delivered

by a welfare officerfil buried your splendid soldier son this morning at 4 a.m. in the very trench in which he
and his men were killed wait a ki ng it mosDesmadrei ftihcee mptaldyd®6s wor d
markerwas evidently loslater; he is also commemorated on fAgepval Memoriaf®

Another Territorial battalion involved wasl*/6" Gloucesterswhich we have not so far encountered
amongst local fatalities although it wawvolved inthe battles ofAlbert and Bazentin Ridge During the
fighting in July alone, the battalion had suffered heavily, sustaining nearly 400 casu@alires/ing those
battles was a conscrigBte. H. A. Greening[ Afransferred as a replacement into this battaliodune
1916 The battalionsubsequently took part ithe Battle of Poziéresan eventual succe$salbeit at great
cost. On 3 September, officially therfal day of thabattlephase, the battalion was in the front line trenches
at Thiepval fiheavily shelled by heavy howitzers from 5am to@pfte. Greeningdied on 3 September,
whena shell fell on the parapet of the front line trench, burying and killing him instantly. It was reported that
fihe passed away to his eternal home without any ¢uaitlis body was recovered and he is buried in
Auchonvillers Military Cemetery

The fierceBattle of Delville Woodwas nearly two months old but ended on the same date with the death
of Gunner William Henry Jones [ A& member of the newly importaMachine Gun CorpgMotor
Branch) The Corps had formed in November 1914 as a resul
lessons darned that year and was organised Mtior Machinegun
Batteriesto provide infantry divisions with exdrmobilemachinegun
firepower, fitted to motorcycles and sidecars. By late 1914, howe

force were limited; in many cases, they had to operate as convent=
machinegun sectionsntil 1918. :

Gunner Joneshad beera volunteerliving in Stoke on Trent in| = i
M_ay 19_15; by July he wases/ing n France with the I8Division. Weapon of the Future at Flers
His unit took part in many of th®&attles of the SommeAlbert, [Hammerton]
Bazentin Ridgeand the gbsidiaryattacks orHigh Wood and, fatally
for Gunner Jonedelville Wood. He was killed in action on 3eptember 1916 t he batt liebs f i
after a successfubut such acostly campaignthat it was known ag§i De v i | 6 $o thdse avidoohad
endurel it. On 31 August the Germansade yet another countattak, recapturing a narrow band in a
corner of the wood. A British response on 3 September failed to retake the lost ground and the final elements
of the German forces were only driven out on 8 September. Given the date of his death and the place where
hewasburi ed, it is reasonable to assume that Gunne
officer wrote to his fatherfiPoor Jones was killed in action, whilst the Battery was under heavy shell fire.

His death must have been instantaneous, awhes st r uc k by Despitehitre ananper of hig | | 0
death, his body was recovered for burial, appropriately, irDeleille Wood Cemetery He was the first
man, commemorated locally, to be killed whilst serving inMlaehine Gun Corps

Battles of GuillemontandGinchy, 3-9 September

The Allies could not rest otheir laurels after the costly seizures of firdBgttle of Bazentin Ridgeand
subsequentlHigh WoodandDelville Woodbecause the Germans were still able to bombard thasavas
evidenced by the death of Gunner Jones. The attack had to continue, therefore, towards the village
strongpoints ofsuillemontandGinchy. The British Official Historyclaimed that théidefence of Guillemont

was judged by some observers, to be the best performance of the war by the German arriyestethe

Frontd. The loss ofsinchydeprived the Germans of observation posts, from which they could observe the
entire battlefield and also enahblee British to eliminate German artiliefire from three sides. khy
counterattacks had been sprung by Gamnfantry in July and Augusthe attack on 31 August being the

®Lionel 6s oLt ®© élrModre [oAHdddeen killed almost a year earlier on 27 Septett®#5, also in the
Somme sector; see page 19.
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largest mounted by the Germans during Badtle of the SommeBetter coordinén between the Allied
armies in Septeber enabled the capturef much more ground and inflicted approximatelg0,000
(irreplaceable) casualties the German defenderblo local men lost their lives in this phase.

As a result of capturinginchy, the Allies were then ready to continue the offensive in Badtle of
Flers-Courcelette during which Tewkesbury would lose anothateranResevist, one of the dwindling
band of6 Ol d C o n t, avangetbottbtherd$48Mons StaMedalandClasp.

Battle of Flers-Courcelette 1522 September

This battle was historically significabecause, after so many failanm attack, the British usedfew highly
secreth t a fokthe dirst time as they progressed slowly onftrener Romarroad fromAlbertto Bapaume

Since the death of L/Cpl. Dickenson Bbziereson 20 August and the end of the battle on 3 September,
the 1° Gloucestershad advanced wyards alonghat crucial road to take part in tBattle of Flers It did
not i nvol ve t h partidipation;, althoughitnwias onat iagam wsed to carry out work to
consolidate captured positions. On 21 and 22 September the War DiaryfifatedCompanies on fatigues
clearing Cork Alley... carried in woundéd The Diary does not mention any casualties but records one
officer and threeéther Rankson the following day, wheh/Cpl. George Thomas Mann[ Anjas killed in
action. We know no more but, as with so very manybbity wasnever recovered nor identifiede is also
commemorated on thEhiepval Memorial

Battle of Morval, 2528 September

Having broken through the prepared lines of German defences at long last, the British now faced a new set of
challenges as it approached yet more slopes towardgrdnsloy Ridges The fighting was severe as ever

but the Britishpushed forwardn costly fashion Once morethe weather intervened with autumn rain,
making the battlefield increasingly difficult and stretching men to the limits of their physical endurance.

Battle of Thiepval 26-28 September

Thiepval had been ord the stronegpoints in the German first line and, thus, a target from the first day but
proved impossible to take. After recent progress to the east, #reddes were now outflanketie heights
upon which it satfell to an efficient attack. i
local men were lost in this subsidiary battle

However, 19 men from Tewkesbury
whose bodies were never recovered nor
identifiedi are among the 72,190 whose only
commemoration in France is on these white
marble surfaces. All the Gloucestersare
grouped together oRier & Face 5A & Bwith
one from thellth Warwicks However, the
three men serving with thBerks, Essex and
14" Warwicksare listed separately.

The site was chosen because firstly of the
difficulty in capturing iti yet it was achieved
eventually; and secondly it can be viewed for
miles around. This outstanding memorial
geographically as well as architecturally

Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Son{@&/GC] designed by Sir Edwin Luens, was built
between 1928 and 1932 and unveiled by the Prince of Wales (later King Edward VIII) , in the presence of the
President of France, on 1 August 1932

Battle of Le Transloy 1-18 October

Progressing ever up the slopdsBattle of Le Transloyactually began in better weather and a stipoigt
was captured on 7 October. Subsequently, however, rain enforced gatieg8-11 and13-18 October.
This also allowedime for a methodical bombardment, when it became clear that the German def@gnce h
yet againi recovered from earlier defeat$laig consulted with the army commanders,anmdl7 Octobey
reduced the scope of operations by eflimg large army attacks.n$teadhe confined the British to limited
operations, in coperation with tk French Sixth Army.

Even if there were pauses in attacking, fatalities continued. On 12 October it was theRtenRfF.
Peach[ Aderving with4th Worcesters This battalion had already suffered 101 casualties on the Somme
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during a failed attack on the strong poinBafaumont Hamel By then,the Somme ridges hduneltedinto
knee deep muid On that day, the battalion was in a reserve position nortHigli Wood andin the
evening, carrying parties struggled up to fifeat line with ammunition. tiwas reported that one officer was
killed and 12 other ranks wounded. One of the woundedPRtemsPeach. He died of his wounds but,
unusually, hisbody was neither recovered nor identifigiter the war (probably due toeHighting in the
area in 1918); he is, therefore, commemorated oihiepval Memorial

Another pause followedefore operations resumed on 23 October towards the northern flank. Serving
with the same battalion was a veteran 44 year old, with a clesijaed colourful career in the arngpl.
Arthur G. Amott [ A After serving inGallipoli, the battaliorwas soon involvein the Somme offensive.
After the seveglosses aBeaumont Hameln early Julyand a period of recuperation around Y pf@sjuiet
and neglected front in 1916 ofplyhe battalion took part in the struggle to capflr@nsloy Ridge an attack
which had already cost the life of Pte. Peach. Sometime before it was relieved on 21 Qgbl#enott
was wounded and, on 26 Octobédied of wounds, received in action He had managed to reach a
Casualty Clearing Statigras hawvas buried at the adjacdteilly StationCemetery

Bad weather again caused another delay until 5 November; yiitidatstill took place duringitrench
wa r f asrtreops tried to hold the ground they had captured.1%/88 Gloucestersiad moved away from
Thiepvalto theTransloy Ridge It was here that another veteragular was lost. On 3 NovemberSgt. W.
F. Birt [ Awjas killed, not in battle, but probably during routine trench maintenaren a shell killed him
instantly. Unsurprisingly his body was not recovered and isecommemoratedt Thiepval

One of the limited operations took place ®iNovember1916 whenthe 2" Worcestersarried out an
attack on aslopingGerman position known doritzka Trench in an effortonce agairto gain higher, drier
ground before the final days of the campaighhe attack, however, took place during a thunderstorm,
accompaniedby lightning: fithrough the rain came German shells but in that slough many of them failed to
explod®. The trench was, in fact, capturédut the casualties amounted to some Za8. Fred Dee] A ]
was almost certainly wounded in this action as the battalion was relieved the next day and taken out of the
line. Pte. Dee had joined the battalion in Septerobéy to experiencahe particularly wet autumn: the
heavy rain, which became more continuaausedithe countless shefioles(to becomeklimy pools; the
churned soil of the Somme ridges melted into klemp mud, which made movement more and more
difficultd. He was evacuated to one of tBase Hospital$n Rouenbut died of his wounds on 8 Member
1916; he was buried in the nearBy. Sever Cemetery Extensidine Registermerely reportedianother
Tewk e s bur iHismCompany Comthandaras awarded th¥ictoria Crossfor his part.

At the time ofthis lastdeath, howevelkield MarshaHaig ordered that offensive operations should cease
on 6 Novemberexcept for small attacks intended to improve positions and divert German attention from
attacks being made hilge French army These larger operations were only resumed in January 1917.

Battles of the Ancre Heightsand the Ancrg 1 October18 November

The line of attack now reverted attempting to capture stropgints on theAncre Heightsthat had proved
impossible earlier in the campaign. This time, with an attack from the east along with foggy and wintry
conditions, the attack ddeaumont Hamelwas successful.

At this late stage of the campaign tB@&rd (Royal Naval) Divisiotbecame inglved with a constituent
pioneer battalion, thé4th Worcesters As with the 13" Gloucestersthe role of pioneerwas to provide
skilled labour to supplement the work of the sappers of the Royal Engineers in the construction of redoubts,
emplacements another field works; they were also equally capable of fighting as infarfigon after
arriving in France, the division took over the trenches/ony Ridgeand remained in the general area of
Arras for the next three months, the various companies kenpipyed to work on the surrounding defences.

The division had only moved to the Sommele beginning of Octobemnd thiswasto be it first major
operation on the Western Front, although it had previously served in Gallipoli. The battaiswiidate
defences and builcommunication trenches from the start linevaods captured German trenches.
TewkesburianPte. L. Gurney [ Aljaving enlisted in October 19Mwas killed in action on 13 November,
the first day of the battle and just five days before the Somme campaign end&kgi$iereported that he
had beerfikilled instantly by a shell whilst out with a partyrati g.hHisdody wasnever recovered nor
identified as withtwenty-seven other local mehe is commemorated instead on Theepval Memorial.

The last Tewkesburian to be killed in the campaigs a40-yearold former Grammar School student
and emigranto Australia. Pte. W. A. Gorton [ Awas serving with th@5" Battalion, AIF, which had
participated at the end of tléallipoli campaignbeforedisembarking at Marseilles on 19 March 1916, the
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first Australian battalion to land there. In July the division hex/ed to the Somme front wieeit lost 785
casualties in théBattle of Poziéres The division was then transferred to a quieter area in Belgium to
recuperate At the end of October, however, the division was recalled to the Sorime25th Battalion
took part in two attacks to theast ofFlers in November, both of which ultimately floundered in the mud;
the Australiansmanaged to capture some of their objectives, but were eventually forced to witHeli@w.
Gorton was killed in actionon 14 Novembeduring that offensiveHis body was never recovered nor
identified but, because of his adopted nationality, he is commemorated insteadAwrstiiaéian National
Memorialat Villers-Bretonneuxnear Amiens.

The Battles of the Sommdad, therefore, petered out in atrocious, wintmdittons after over four
months of relentlessly intensive fightinghe British and French had advanced about 6 miles on the Somme,
on a front of 16 miles at a cost 419,654 Britishand202,567 Frencltasualties, againg65,181 German
casualtiegalthaugh historians have long argued over the true €dst).

At the time the Army felt it was a victoiiy if a costly one. Thereafterin the 1930sa negativeattitude
graduallygrew in resonanc¢epartly due tdVinston Churchillbeinga powerful influencevith his book, The
World Crisispublished in1931. He had objected to the way the battle was being fought as early as August
1916 and Lloyd George, when Prime Minister, criticised attrition warfare and condemned the battle in his
postwar memoirs In the 19®s a new orthodoxy dimud, blood and futility emerged and gained more
emphasis in the 1960s&hen the 50th anniversaries of the Great War battles were commeniBrated.

Yet another way to view these statistics was to accept thénot to emphasise that German losses were
much harder to replace. In addition, the destruction of German units in battle was made worse by lack of
rest. British and French aircraft and leragnge guns reached well behind Germanfront-line to thwart tle
formation of potentially successfabunterattacks

One could then counter by noting that, despite the strategic predicament of the German army, it survived
the battle, withstood the pressure of Brasilov Offensivén Russia, and conducted an invasiofiRofmania
In 1917, the German army in the west survived krge British and French offensives of tRevelle
Offensiveand theThird Battle of Ypreshoughi againi at great cost.

On the other hand theriginal German commander during the Somme, Falkenhasas sacked and
replaced byHindenburg andLudendorff at the end of August 1916. Undoubtedly these were the two most
successful Germaenerals from the Eastern Frontdowever, Ludendorff himself coeludedin his
memoirsi we wer e completely exhausted on the Western

One of the reasons for their sess was thahey were realists antherefore at a conference at
Cambrai on 5 September, a decision was taken to build a new defensive line well behind the Somme front
The Siegfriedstellundlater known as thélindenburg Line) was to be built from Ars These lines were
intended to limit any Allied breakthrough and to allow the Germamy to withdraw if attacked. Wk
began on thélindenburg Lineat the end of September 1919/ithdrawing to the new line was nah easy
decision: the High @nmand suggled oer it during the winter of 1916917.

At the time, wherthe towns of northern Englarespecially were mourning the loss of so mainyP al s 0
andfi C h u nitsmiust have seemed that the British had suffered a very serious defeatookietg back
from the perspective of 1918, the campaign may be viewed more positivelhough men from
Tewkesbury fought in many different units during the campaign, the loss of 30 men, most of whose bodies
werenever recovered nor identifiechust hae seemed a heavy blow.

It was, therefore, the termination of a paradoxical year in the war. It was paradoxical because it seemed
there had been so madisappointments therewas no evident victory on the Somimeat Jutland and there
wasindisputabledefeat in Mesopotamia afthypt Howeveras with the Somme, each would prowéhtive
played a vitalg if costly ¢ part in the longerm success that emerged long lastin November 1918.

%M. Waldron points out that recent research has generally settled on 600,000 German losses.
ThiswastheeradiDo n k erydd ®Wh at a | oSeaiscyssio@m Gen. Frengiage 23
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1917may have seemed a tabgss year on the Western fronthefSommaeavasreplaced by apparently futile
battles near Arras and back agairior the third timei around Ypres. Howevegesmic changes were
taking place in the wider world which would have a benefloiad-termimpact on the wafor the Allies

The ltalians, allies since 1915, now proved something of a burden f&ntieateas troops had to be
diverted there to stop the cduynbeing overwhelmed by the Austkungarians. Yet, there wascause for
hopein the Middle Est where Baghdad was at long last captured and Lloyd George won his promised
i Chr i st mdostheMatiens vdtmthe capture of Jerusalemoim the Turks.

Russia,on the other handeemed to be sliding intiopelessnessith the two revolutionsculminatingin
the BolshevikRevolutionand the withdrawal of Russia from the war. At long,l@strmary thought it would
have a chance of winning@ne fronbwar in the Westbut their recklessness at sea had provoked the USA
into declaring war on Germariy a real sign of hope for the Western Allies that they might survive this
dreadful war.

In the winter of 1916917 in the trenchemne would imaginéhathope wasn short supply.

Trench Warfare, Winter 1916-1917

filt is saidthat Time dirs the memory of all things but few of those living who went through that first

winter on the Somme after the battles of 1916 will ever forget the awful conditions under which men
ived and foughté nothing can ever take away the
mud and morassé knee deep in water which had ta
and snatchedhe lives of brave men for whom indeed someded not the going since it meant
release from the manifold miseries of a terrible

The 1* Gloucestersand Territorial battalions experienceddke conditions in full measurieut in 1917the
Regularswould endure &etter year, suffering no fatalitiesThe Territorials and th&itchener 12th
Battalion, however, losten, while anotheB3 Tewkesburianslied whilst serving with other regiments. The
spring brought théattles of Arras fought in order to assist ofrench allies There followedthe Third
Battle of Ypres planned by Haig but which caused so many losses amidst the mud and. nidzapge
early successes derived from lessons learned oBdimenethe need to adopt a more active role, as a result
of the French mutinies April 1917, caused continuing high casualties.

The first months of 1917, therefore, brought mainly the miserable conditions described bywithrall
the occasional respite in a hutted can‘lﬁt Gloucesterswhlch had been fighting since August 1914, had
o received many replacements to fill their exhausted
S KN and depleted ranks: this was the initiation to active
service. Occasionally a pattern waideed: about
three days ira front -line trenchesfollowed by three
in support then three in reserve before so called
& e intthé occasional hutted campVe must stress
that the word 6 r e wat delative and it usually
involved labouring workespecially road makingr
training. Stationed on the Somme, the regular
battalion experienced glorious weather in May (when
further south thd3attle of Arrasraged) and was also
lucky that their Brigade commander believed in
sports as a way of maintaigjrfitness. As a result,

A regular respite from war? work was suspended when out of line during the
Roadmaking on the/estarn Front[Hammertoih afternoons and Wyrall reported the success of the
Gloucestersat Rugbyi but not in boxing.

TheTerritorial Battalions were not so fortunate, although they did manage to spend all of Jawuwtaoy
lined. However, death fromandom shelling or snipers waserpresent. The first Tewkesbury death of
1917 came in this way on 18 January wiigniver Tom Beesley[ A®f 11th Divisional Ammunition
Column, Royal Field Artillerydied of woundsafter theCapture of Munich Trenctluringthe Operations on
the Ancre (11 Januar$3 March 1917)Although the final phase of the Somme campaign had officially

"Wwhyrall p 179. We must remember that this author was a journalist, who served as an offic&36 thie received
the British WarMedalfor service in India from 5 January 19kt was noapparentlyawarded theVictory Medal
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ended in Novemberdll6, military operations by both sides were mostly restricted to survival in the rain,
snow, fog, watetogged trenches and shélbbles. At the beginning of 1917, the ¥ Division was still in the

area wherghe British were attempting to keep Germarrmtibn on the Somme front by making localised
attacks to capture portions of the German defenceleanwhile preparationgproceededor the Allied
offensive at Arrasplanned for April 1917His C.O. emphasised the eymesent dangers in his consoling
letter to his parentdil have to inform you that Driver Beesley was engaged with a fatigue party near the
trenches, on the return journey a shell burst near the party, and mortally waunded

The good fortune of th&erritorials continuedinto February and early Marcayen when in the trenches
On 12 March, tha®/5" War Diary recorded the cryptommentfi We at her very goodé. E

of an enemy retreaf: candédt be too long nowod
German Retreat to theHindenburg Line, Spring 1917

DATE EVENT®Map on Page 41)

26 August 1916 Decision to buildHindenburg Line

9 February 1917 Start of the dismantling of old Defenc

Lines

14 March Retreat starts

9 April Battle of Arras

16 April Nivelle Offensive

3 May Third Battle of the Scarpe

4 May End ofBattles of Arras : _

7 May German counteattack Peronne after the Retreat

[Hammerton]

The diarist lad been referring to the first most significal@velopment of 1917: the German retreat to the
Hindenburg Line. Unknown to the British, orders for the construction of a new line of defences had been
issued on 26 August 1916, nearly two months intoBattles of the Sommnend after the appointmenf

joint Heads of the German armilindenburg andLudendorff. Wyrall used this as a defence of the 1916
battles: fiif any justification for the Somme Battles of 1916 were needed then surely the most cogent may be
found in the German retreat to the Hindehatothey g Li
were forced to Hehquotedledenddrfhhemself iThe deasion to retreat ..implied a
confession of weakness boufdhetbaanae wapsetychardgieg. mor al e

The dismantling of the former trench lines started on 9 February, thilirst day of retirement was 16
March 1917. However even before that, soldiers were vulnerable to the random attac&rabf warfare
and, on 5 March, Tewkesbury lost one of itdes, Pte. Samuel Preecg Aof 158" Notts & Derbys. fi éry
l'ittl e happene dccoadimg tdMtheRecord Piet Rréece was a company runner and his
Commanding Officer was quoted as sayifilge was with me at the time, acting as my rurwleen he was
sniped.” He died of woundsafter beingtteated in one of thre@asualty Clearing Statioris the area.

TheGloucester Territorialshad the job of gradually moving forward, clearing the poslof resistance in
the form ofmachinegun nests ad booby traps, with which the Germans intended to make the retreat as
painful as possible for their enemy. One such incident on 5 April 1917 cost the bdifaloen in an
ultimately successful operationne wasCpl. H. W. Hyett [ Agdhot whilst leading hisachinegun section
That night the battalion was relieved and the German Retreat officially .ended

Unfortunately for the Territorial Battalions, their new station was subjected to frequent attack and
counterattack. One of therturned out well forSgt. Albert Coopey[ Aof the 1°/5" when thebattalionwas
involved in an attack ifi a b o mi na b | é, captariag/new positions.Sg¢. Coopey and one other
survivor receivel the Military Medal for gallantry: the second such award for a Tewkesburian.
Exemplifying the dangers of this period of warfare, on 18 April all the senior officers d'té2 were
killed when a mine exploded undernetihir HQ. Six days later on 24 Apyit was the turn of th&®/4"™ to

2\Wyrall p184

Whyrall p185 and Ludendorfy My War Me max8 Wwall, as alh@tdridn, could be criticised for
omitting the countebalance of the cost in huméfe of these battles.

" Record 17 March 1917, p4/4
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loseits C.O. during an attack® The battalion was forced to retire to avoid being surrounded and one can
presume that it was during this operation tRet. Charles Simong Awas seriously wounded, dying two
days later after being successfully evacuatedaol General Hospitadt Etretat near Le Havre.

What the British discovereds they moved slowly and painfully forwandasthe reality of a German
scorched earth policpf what theyhad abandoned. As they continued to fight a-geard actionmore
deaths followed. At the beginning of May, t84*' Division including the2"/6™ Gloucestersheld the line
just west ofSt. Quentinwhich was still in German hands. According to the War Diary, the battalion was in
reserve at the start of the day on 10yM&17 until it moved into the front line in the evening to relieve the
2"/7" Worcesters That daypPte. T. J. Evang Awjas killed, but the Diary makes no reference to casualties
on that dateo n | igterniittent artillery fir@d. The battalionwas primarily involved inimproving trench
wiring. We can only assunteat Pte. Evans wasrandomvictim of trench warfare.

Battles of Arras, April -May

As the weather improved, the desire to attack became irresistible. The French, ever keen to leajeal the
enemy, had appointed a new commantivelle, famed for hisds Of f e n sd .MeavonShehackingof
Lloyd George to order Haig to suppdris own offensive witha British attacknearArras to the north.
Comprising soldiers from thBominionsaswell as Britain, it was to take place a week before the French
attack on 9 April 1917 in order to draw German troops away. Perhaps predittai#yvere major gains on
the first dayi followed by stalemateThe attles ofVimyand thel® Scarpeshowed that Somme lessons had
been learned. Although tHeEF advanced 3.5 miles initially and cost the Germads,000(less easily
replacedl casualties, e British lostnearly160,000 supporting its ally.

Six of these were Tewkesburians; but the deatbs reflected the Commonwealth nature of the army
involved The Kitchener12" Gloucesterdost two members. The first, in somewhat tragic circumstances,
came on 22 April. The Battalion was north of Arrag had taken over a section of the front line and there
had been a daily round of casualties as the Germans shelled the positions for several days. The Colonel
wrote thatfithe Battalion had a rough time, especially from shelingn e p |l at o o ningobfown6 A6 C
up by a shell that penetrated their cebiarIn particular, on 22 April, heavy German shelling was reported
with 19 casualtiesOne of these waBte. Charles Sandford[A], a formeré A b b e yvolintegr S dellow
6 Ab b e ySgBRranloKitching ® made subsequeenquiies byletter and on 30 May was successful:
fiDear Sergt, | had your letter handed over to e shell burst in the trencland buried the whole team,
some of the boys i mmedi ayoe frignd lhhd lgen killdde .rAs vas dften bhe t I 6
casethe area once again became a battlefield in 20ti8sdPt e. Sandf ordds body was

Subsequentlyhe Battalion was part of a force, including Canadians, which, after the sucdéssyat

Ridge, pushed eastwardascross open country until they reached German defence lines. The village of
. Fresnoybecame the focus of attack. Howe\adter

ferocious German counteattacks were launched,
the Canadians and British were pushed back. The
front-line thenstabilized,althoughin that counter
attack thel2th Gloucestersuffered grievous losses,
including at least five officersPte. F. T. Price[ A]
was oneof the unnamed soldiers also killesh 8
May 1917. We can presume that he was killed by
shelkire: his body was never found so only his
name is commemorated on thWaras Memorial,
along with that of Pte. Sandfard

In that battle orb May, the Canadianmanaged

— to capture the village but Tewkesbury had lost its
Arras captured April 191THammerton] first Canadian exileCpl. V. W. Marment [ A]
serving with the31* Alberta Regiment Cpl. Marment wasiked by an exploding shell 08 May duringthe
3" Battle of theScar for Fresng. Unusuallyfor such a deatthis body was recovered ahe i buried in
Liévin Communal Cemetergear Lens.

S Wyrall p213
8 Later commissioned, Lt. Frank Kitching, ®fP o r tatBpeeon Road, survived the war and was sent to Ireland with
theRoyal Irish Constabularwherehei f r act ud ed i & gr if o op. jRegidter5iFebru@ryiad2l pd/4] o
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It is ironic that, on the same ddySgt. H. N. Bloxham [ Aof 8th Battalion, Rifle Brigadewas killed.
The cousin by marriage of Cpl. Marmehg was put in charge oflaawis Gunsection; these light machine
guns provided much of the infantrytba al i onds f i r thgbattaleom took pafbra pr8dawd a y
attack, but surprise was lost as men advanced over the ridges with the setting eftod them. They
successfully capred the German trenches but German cotattacks meant they had to withdraw. L/Sgt.
Bloxham just disappeared; as one senior officer nététe had a rough time all the morningOf 194 men
lost, a third, 69, were from his company; none of the bodies were ever found. Subsequent enquiries could
only vyi el d ItsdweSergt.Blmdanm durindhtlzetwithdrawal. ... He must have been hit ... whether
it was fatal or not the wrdr could not say. ... no news of the gallant sergeant has been gheaned

The third death of that tragic day for Tewkesbury, 3 May 1917, was thtedR. Hall [ Aof the 112"
Companyin therecently formedviachine Gun Corps The aim creating this newpecialised Corps was to
concentraténfantry firepowerand emulate Germasuccess This company was attached to 8% Division
and was heavily involved in thitree battles in April. It is thought that Pte. Hall must have been wounded in
one of thesactions he was soon reportexsbeing treated in a Canadian Hospital in Frafcelis wound
was serious enough for him to be transferred to the huge military bBsspégs near Boulognewhere he
died andwvas buried.In 1917 thefacilities there cow deal with 22,000 wounded or sick at any one time.

The final fatality atArras wasPte. J. L. Greenwood] Ahpd enlisted as ¥eomarwith the RGH but,
cavdry being almost redundarttad been transferred to the infantry with 1i&h Royal WarwicksHe was
killed in action on 10 May According to itsWar Diary, the battaliod front line had been subjected to an
attillery barrage for some hours amte. Greenwood was no doubt a victimtieils. Hs name joins his
comrades, BloxhanSandford and Prigeon theArras Memorial. The battle was almost the last part of the
Battle of Arras,which terminated amidst great losses on 17 May 1917.

Even after battles had been won, lives could be lost when newly captured areas were being secured. Such
a fatal loation was théMindel Trench, located futher south of Arras at LadnThe Allied front line ran
practically through here and the trench wagturedon the firstday of the offensive. Wio months later on
31 May, Tewkesbury lost its third officebut the first to be conscripted/Lt. Leonard Tysoe[ Aderving
in the 39" Companythe Labour Corps.One hopes that it was his skills as a survelatcaused the army
to draft this 3#yearold into the unfashionableabour Corpsas an Officer.This Corps was newly formed in
January 1917: its task to undertake the immense effort of building and maintaining the huge network of
roads, railways, camps, stores, telephone systemS, @e. have no details of his death but one can assume
that work wasbeing done to secure the area, when Lt. Tysoe was wounded. In the areBielbre
Ambulancesind so Lt. Tysoe may have died of his woufids.

As a tragic footnote, thMivelle Offensivewas also a disastrous failure. Nivetiad promised a decisive
war-ending victory over the Germans in 48 hours; the men were euphoric on entering the battle. The shock
of failure soured their mood overnight. The result was that nearly half of the French infantry divisions
stationed on the Western Front mutinfé®espiteits losses and privations, the British Army did not mutiny.

It would need its celebratdli nd o mi t &4wheaC-ipCHagkl@ ci ded t o mount Bri
offensive inFlanders i what is now known as the infamouikird Battle of Ypregor ®Passchendaef@. It
cost the lives oR6local men

Third Battle of Ypres 31 July

Haig had not really wished to fight thgattle of the Sommi& support of his French allies, but had long
valued hisposition near the Channel posd the crucial railwayhub at Roulerschoosing this sector
possessethilitary logic. Preparations for operations kilandershad begun in 1915, with the improvements
in ralway supply lines: by midl917they gave the area the most efficient supply system oBIBE. An

""Register 21 April 1917 p5/3

8 A luckier local on 7 May waPte. Oscar Dickensonof 1/2™ (City of London) Battaliopwho was captured; he was
welcomed home by the Mayor in 1919. He was the younger brothé€pk Frank Dickenson [A, killed in 1916.

9 And also for moving stores; it grew to some 389,900 men (10% of the total size of the Army)Nomisiice

8 Register 9 June 1917 p5/5: short obituary; fRecordof same date claimed that he arrived in France in March 1917

8 The new commandeGeneral Pétain, restored moraldy talking to the men, promising no more suicidal attacks,
providing rest for exhausted units, home leave and fair discipline. 554 mutineers were sentenced to death but over 90%
had their sentences commuted. The mutinies were kept secret from the Geivikipedia]

8 Wyrall p236
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additional impetus to action was the vulnerability of British lines south and edptasto artillery based on
higher ground; trench mortaring, mining and raiding from January to May ca0€&aD Allied casualties.

On a strategic level, Haig wisheal start this before the feared collapse of the Russian front and it was
also felt that the capture @eebruggevould lessen the sevetéBoat threat. Lloyd George did not really
favour Haigbds plans but ac q byiFeck theFdench €hiehobthehGerrergl b e t
Staff, who hadalso opposed them in favour of thiivelle Offensivgwhich failed. Because of all this
opposition, Haig did not receive approval from the War Cabinet fdfldrersoperation until 25 July.

Battle of Messines7-14 June

The stunningly successfudapture of thigidge after 7 June encouraged all doubters; it weggarded as
necessary precursor to an offendiwveapturePasschendaele Ridge

Unfortunately a Tewkesburiandbhis life in this victory on 7 June 191Pte. D. R. Hutchinson[ A ]
wasa conscript replacement in ti8& Worcesterswhich took a leading part in theattle The newspaper
reported with enthusiasniil n s even minutes from the st arfdlent he e
al most wi t h.o Hdwevex, Fibelfromv &ermamachine gus checked the advn c e Tige
Worcestershire platoons became separatef was, indeed, a successful attack that captured the ground,;
however, the battalion had Id&40 merf® One of these waBte. Hutchinson,who died of his wounds; this
was confirmed by his burial &ailleul Communal Cemetery Extensjattachedo a major hospital centre.
Nevertheless, the major concern was that the German defences were in such depth that the desired break
through would bémpossiblei and so it proved.

600per at i 2lRdunéfugust 6 ,

This was the code name for a planiieahd highly secret consequence of anticipated success in the battle.
The capture of high ground would permit a coastal attackewbrugge the basdrom which U-Boats
attacked our shipping. THE' Gloucestersafter their months of recuperation and training, were chosen for
this amphibious attack. The battalion was, therefore, relatively safe in cam@dbgrto October, when
fi Hu swaabandoned because of the failure of the campaign to capture the necessary higher ground.
Safety was reitive since one worrying aspdot the long term was thabme of these camps in-ealled
Gafe zonedproved vulnerable, not only to loagnge artillery, but also taeroplanes Furthermore, Wyrall
failed to mention thathe Germans were aware of these preparations and launchedrize attdcon 10
July. The brunt fell or2™ K i rs qRéyal Rifle Corpswhose diary recordeflintense enemy shelling on all
areas all day. Enemy attacked at 7@Afn., when about 70% dhe Battalion became casualties One of
the losses was formdrerritorial, Rifleman A. L. Brookes[ A JAt first he was posted as missibgt his
death was confirmed on 4 August. Althougiportedly dying of wounddiis body was never recovered so
his name is commemorated on tieuport Memorial.
The operation was eventuallyarcelled and news o
the crucial defeat was appropriately suppressed.5
November thel® Gloucestersjoined the rest of the
armies in theihopel ess mu d of
Flanders®

One of the earliest casualties in this sector —
Cpl. R. G. Williams [ Aof 2™ South Wales Borderersgd s L
a regular who had already fought @hina, Gallipoli, »
the Sommeand Arras before he died of wounds on 1
July 1917. This was before tteattles of Yprehad
started but, as he was buried Rdzinghen Military
Cemeteryattacted to casualty clearing stations (callg
by the troops fiMendinghem, Dozinghem an

Banda g,hme man onlydeduce that he was yet _ _ o
anothewictim of trench warfare Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing, Ypres

_ 19141917[CWGC]
Battle of Pilckem,31 July to 2 August
This wasthe official opening of the campaign, after which 18 square miles of land was captured. However,

i 1

8 Register, 16 June 1917, p5/3
8 Wyrall p220
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three days after the battle ended, but during a period of unsuccessful Geumgarattackson 6 August,

the veteran TerritorialCSM C. H. Attwood [ Aof 1°/5" Gloucesterswas killed instantly by a German shell

that hit his dugout. His body was recovered and he is buried aletdrish Farm CemeteryPte. W. H.
Bastable[ Aof the1®y7" Warwickswas less fortunate #ss bodywas notrecovered he is one of the last of

the 54,322 names commemorated onNtemin Gate Memorial to the Missindpefore space ran out on 16
August when a new, much enlarged, memorial was creafBghatCot Cemetery When he was killed on

11 August 1917, l'ittl e i s Kk nsormustpeaassomed thdt BBastalbdle t h e
lost his life during aggressive trench warfgsessibly due to shelling, &g body was never found.

Battle of Langemar&, 16-18 August

The 177" Warwicks wasagaininvolved in thissecond phase of Ypres. eRorted missing on the first day
was Pte.Frederick W. Hawker [ A [Called up under th®erby Schemehe had already been invalided
home withd t r e n ¢ His récora itdibates that he died of wounds Ihig body was everrecovered and
his name only is commemorated on the Agme Cot Memorial This suggests that his grave was destroyed
in subsequent fighting in 1918.

No relation wasPte. William T. Hawker [ Aof 1°5" Gloucesterswho died the same day. A former
Home Service Territorialhe had also been wounded on the Somme. Here, his body was not recovered and
he too is commemorated on tfigne Cot Memorial Wyrall wrote at length about this battle which was
ai med at <capturing a German concrete O6Pil| Boxd,
that was impervious to artillery firdnitially, the battalion \&s heavily shelled and checkedrbgchinegun
fire. Pte. Hawker was one of 209 casualties of thagtle®

Also commemorated dtyne Cois Pte. R.N. Coleman[ Adf the2" Berkshireswho disappeared on the
same day. Pte. Coleman was an Australian emigrant, who had lost his br@ladiipoli. Furthermore, in
what is becoming a feature of losses in 1917, he had already been invalided home Sfterrtfeand had
only returned to the émt on 16 May. Even beforéprescommenced, he had taken part in a trench raid on
10-11 July and waawarded th#lilitary Medal for gallantry. Less than two weeks later, he was 8ead.

The Actions on the Menin Road20-22 August

The fighting continued after Langemarck to capture stmwigts along this road and on 22 Augute. G
H. Jones[ Aof the 2"¥1% Oxfordshireand Buckinghamshire Light Infantdisappeared during this fighting
His battalion had taken part in a series of attacks but, even beforehtitestarted, the men were living in
bivouacs, beingimuch vexed by German aeroplanasd to a less degree by German shelldndeed,
before the captured | icould de consolidated, théjound themselves the victims of sniping arathine
gunfired. Once the attack had started, sofiad to remain in shekholes unsupported and shot fabm
several directions for over fifty hours His battalion was involved with th&loucester Territorialsin
attacking astrongpost, assisted by tanks and, despite the losses, it was successfullibddddy was
never recovered nor identifiemhd his name only is commemorated at the figme Cot Memorial to the
Missing®®

The battalion came out diie front line for a brief respite bdiit befell that some of our attacks, before
they had commenced, were ruined by deluges obra®n August Z a further attack was madé@The mud
and enemynachinegunfire alike proved terrible: the advance failed to reach &ermanpill-boxes'

Still the men pressed dnand the date of 27 August was to become a fatal one for local Pimn.
Samuel Hatraway [ Agnd Cpl. Harry Knight [ Awere both killed in this same operation. They were
serving in the2"¥4"™ Gloucesters also in61st South Midland Divisigrbut werefi r e s whiem Rjed Jones
was killed. Their attack was unsuccessfuiithe failure toreach the objectives was chiefly due to the mud
and to the men having to lie in water for 12 hours prior to the aftack he Registerreported that Pte.
Hathaway served in theewis Gun sectiomnd was shoiinstantly in the heart Acting Cpl. Harry Knight
was killed bymachinegunfire; (he was ongof the best gunners and was killed in advance upon a strong
German positiod. Theseattacks were minor operations but were, nevertheless, costly and inconclusive: the
battalion lost183 men During August, nearly 30nore were lost out of an effective strengbh around

83, Eedle points out that this was an arbitrary date, allocated a decade after the battles when the memorial was built.
86

Wyrall, p224
8" Record 4 August 1917, p4/4
8 Battalion online War Diary; Wyralpp2245; to compound coincidences, in 1911 Henson Jones was boarding with
William Hawker at the home of Williamds uncl e.
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1,000at the start of the month. Field Marshal Haig called a halt to these operations amidst tempestuous
weather which was such a contrast with that experienced in the awfii914%

On that same dreadful day died another Tewkesbiiriaat the cause was one of the unfortunate and
bizarre circumstances that occur in wa&unner Harry Hurcombe [ Adf 78"Siege BatteryR.G. Adiedi
andTewkesbury lost its first recipient of tidilitary Medal, awardedi ér conspicuous bravery in repairing
communication wires under shell firén August 1916.0n that fateful day, he was apparently safe at a rest
campon the coast Neverthelesshe losthis life as he was taking a walk along the beiable was overcome
by a gas cloud and succumbed to its effects. A letter from his Officer to his mother exgiaiasdvery
sorry to have to tell you of your son, Haisydeathin action (sic). | have waited till the result of the Court
of Enquiry was obtained. He had been sent away for a few days ressat#ige behind British lines, and
went for a walk along the beacliHe must have walked unawares into a gas cloud, which has no smell and
gives no warning, and was overcameéle probably became unconscious at @nceésunner Hurcombe,
M.M., was buried irZuydcoote Military Cemetenyear Dunkirk®

There followed a pause in Allied general attacks between late August and 20 SepfEnebBriish had
changed some infantry tactics, by adoptingddiee and holémethod of advance: waves of infantry stopped
once they reached their objective and then consolidated the ground, while other waves passed through the
objective to attack the next onégtearlier waves then became the tactical reserve. General adoption of this
method had been made possible when more artillery was brought into the area. July had been exceptionally
wet but, in August and September, drier weather and extensive road neyaaie it much easier for the
British to move vast amounts of supplies forward from the original front Ngibility increased except for
frequent ground fog around dawn, which helped conceal British infantry during the attack, before clearing to
expo® German troop movements to British observation and attack.

Battle of the Menin Road, @ 25 September

Another new feature appeared by 1917 in lypostingof soldiersafter convalescence Thosewho had
been wouded and returned to active dusere often placed in a battalionhere they were needed with no
reference to enlistment or local loyalties. Along with raw conscripted recruits, even expksendesmen
were sent to the huge campEaaplesfor retraining and despatch to new ufitsL/Cpl. Fred. Mayall [ A ]
of 13" Gloucesterswhen he was killed on 17 September, had been Woundedi}lﬁ‘hGloucestersduring
Somme His newbattalion was used d@&onees to the 39 Division. 17 September came just days before
the start of thighird phase this was particularly succefsd. Part of the reason for thsuccess was the
meticulous preparation for the offensive, an aspect in wRioheer Battalionsvould have been heavily
involved. L/Cpl. Mayall, along with five others, wakilled by the same sheburstwhilst preparing the
ground to give the infantry assault battalidthe maximum chance of succdgast where a narrow gauge
line, used for stores, wounded, shells, etc.; all there blowndb Hit

Pte. Frederick Taylor [ JAwvas another soldier who had been transferred out of county at some Atage
formerartillery regular, he was serving with th@" York & Lancastersvhen he was killed on thaame day.
This was a particularly successful action; according to the Diheybattalion moved into the frohihe
trenches on 16 September, until they were themselves replaced in the evening of 18 September and suffered
78 casualties. The Diargoes not mention any specific incidents or reasons for the casualties. Ityis like
therefore, that Pte. Taylovas a victim of trench warfare: of random and unpredictable artillery, mortar or
machinegun fire from the German positions. In this particular situation, however, it was probably quite
deliberate; the Germans would have been aware that another assault was imminent and they would have tried
to disrupt the preparations. Agdhis body was not remvered and Pte. Taylor is commemorated on the
Memorial to the Missingt Tyne Cot Cemetery

8 Registerl5 September1917, pp4/7®4. M. Waldron points out that German Commander, Crown Prince Rupprecht

described the weatheraso ur gr eat est al l yao
% Register 5 August 1916 and 3 September 1917
! Etaples gained a negative reputation for its handling of soldiers in4talledit B | | .ROn® Gaptember 1917

unrest broke out there, which is now featured in popular culture iy M® n o ¢ | e d, a BRCtpiograanene o

1986. A Board of Enquiry discovered that records of the event had been destroyed but subsequent research has
edablished thaofficial records show that thesmlledmut i ne er 6 s fAengautetoriedia durivg éhe Etaples
mutiny. No evidence exists to show[Wikiedia& Fael Ketby, ThEopl i s
Monocled Mutineer is innocentThe Independenfi2 Februay 2006]

s, Eedle, Boar6s Head, above p28.
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The battle for the ridge continued and on 20 September 1917 iPtwa#\. H. Cornish[ Awho was
killed fighting with the10" Worcesters According to Regimentadistory, fiafter the fighting of the previous
month, the Germans still clung to the edge of the high gréuamtd the attack of the 19th Division, of which
the 10th Worcesters was one of the assaulting battalions, was to drive them down the slopevaiteythe
beyonad. It continued:fApparently the enemy had not expected the attack to be proléngmad the
German resistance, though stubborn, was not well supported. The attack was completely successful. The
German fromtine defences were overrun withodifficulty; then after a pause, to allow the artillery to
lengthen their range, the platoons in rear passed through and pushed down thie Slbpecost to the
battalion of this successful attack wHs0 casualties Although Pte. Cornish was temporatilyried on the
battlefield, his body was not recovered, probably because of subsequent fidiging, therefore,

commemorated on tHdemorial to the Missing afyne Cot™

The battle for the ridge continued atite &"
Kings Own Scottish Bordereraias taskd to
attack a final objective, thetrongpointé Z o1 n e
beke R.elowasureporfied to be captured on
the opening dayiwithout any difficultp. The
battalion spent two days consolidating their
position in the front line and repelling German
counterattacks before they were relieved on 22
September. The War Diary record261
casualties. One of the missingvas Pte. J. L.
Jones[ Athe Diary des not make reference to
any incident on that date: the entry for 23

% T . September simply state8On relief, Battalion
N RN § ke gl proceeded to candp It is possible but not certain,
e Village, Auglgt7[Hammertop  therefore, that he was actually killed in the earlier
fighting. In any event, his body as not
recovered and he is commemorated’yne Cot Why Pte. Jones was serving in a Scottish Regiment is a
mystery but hdadenlisted initially in theFife and Forfar YeomanryaTerritorial Force cavalry unit.

Two days later, on 25 Septemb&uynner William Ball [ Adf 10" Siege Battery RGAlied of wounds.
Siege Batteriesvere equipped with heavhowitzers which sent large calibre high explosive shells in a high
trajectory over considerable distancébe usual armaments were 6 inch, 8 inch and 9.2 limshitzers
although some had huge railway or road mounted 12 hmshitzers Siege Batteriesvere most often
employed in destroying enemy artillery, as well as puttiegtructive fire down on strofgpints and
railways behind enemy lines. It is often difficult to pinpoint the activities of such a unit Wwaséttached
to the Fifth Armythatattacked to the north of thdenin Road Gunner Ball 6s watéri tuar
from his C.O*: fi(he) was wounded on the 2®f last month, died of his wounds the same day at some
casualty clearing station. .. At the time he was wounded he was assisting the battery as a cook, and had gone
up to rather an unhealthy spot for this purpose. It was a matter of the most unfortinciatestances that he
should have fallen, for he was in the safest place he could be at the time. As soon as he was hit he was
attended to and taken away, but it was obvious that though he was badly hit yet he might recover if he did
not lose too much blab. €The sad thing is thdat hhe pbaaststeed ya wea
His body was recovered and is buriededford House Cemetery

The South African Brigade as part of thed™ (Scottish) Division had participated ira particularly
succesful actionin the Zonnebeke Vadly from the 20to 25 September. We can be sure that our first
Tewkesbury emigrant to South Afrismas wounded in this battlePte. A. E. Sircombe[ Asgrved in th@™
Regiment which arrived in England in 1915, had theeen posted to Egypt before arriving in France in
April 1916. Because he is buried Brookwood Military CemetenSurrey, we can be sure that, after being
wounded, he had been evacuated along aesggdiblished chain of medical posts from the frontdin¥pres
to a hospital on the coast. From there he would have been transferred to a hospital ship atsltorava
hospital in Englandlf he survived the journey, he would have eventually reache8dbth African Military
Hospitalin Richmond Park, Stey, next to his final resting place

Remains of Zonnebek

9 Website of thaNorcestershire Regimefwww.worcestershireregiment.com]
% Record,20 Octoben 917 p4/5
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Despite these losses, the British infantry h
succeeded in capturing most of their objectives and t
holding them against German courg¢tacks, inflicting
many casualties on the local German defenders. Ger|
defences on higher ground, which had bestained or |
quickly recaptured in July and August, were lost and
British were able to attack again on 26 Septembe
what was to be known as

Battle of Polygon Woop26 Sept:3 Oct. P |

The Germansuspected what was afoot and «p %
pre-emptivestrike on 25 September in a clear attempt S
delay preparations. Although the attack was eventug
beaten off with heavy losses, it coincided with a cha - o83 -
of division, when units of the33'd, including the2“d Tyne Cot Memoriaand Cemeterygommemaating
Worcesters took over the frontline. The Hattalion  the names of 1%ewkesbury soldief€WGC]
participated in the initial stages of the battle, which were

againi s u ¢ ¢ e $herk wds,®f course, a cost and the battalion suffst@dasualties Pte. D.Morgan

[ Adled on 25September during the peenptive attack. We believe that he had been a replacement to this
regular battalion afterstsuccess in th@™ Battle of Ypres If that were the cas®te Morgan would have
experiermf%d the major battles from 1915 tol¥9 His body was not recovered and he is commemotted
Tyne Co

The 155" Gloucestersvas involved for a short time in this battle but, although the Germans used gas
during heavy shelling, gufferedno fatalities from that engagement.

However, thel?" Gloucesterdost Pte. W.H. Cripps [ Awho died from his wounds o October. He
had only lived in Tewkesbury briefly and is not listed as a Volunteer. His obituary confirms that he had
recentlyarrived in France as a replacement afte®htle of Aras.”® Althoughthe Australian Corparried
out the main thrust of the offensive in Polygon Wob#" Gloucestersvas responsible for providing flank
protection andsuccessfully repulsed number ofGermancounterattacksto recapturdost ground. Pte.
Cripps is accordingly buried injssenthoek Military Cemetenear Ypres. Theattlewas atactical success.

When discussingdperation Hushearlier, we noted that camps away from the main battle fields were
vulnerable to air attack. ush an attack killed conscrifitte. A. C. Woodhall [ Adn 2 October Pte.
Woodhall was serving withe 14" (Labour) Battalion,Devonshire RegimentAlthough the army was able
to use somanechanicalvehicles for haulage, the immense effort of building and maintaining the huge
network of roads, as well as moving stores, relied on traditional physical effort by horses, mules and humans.
Some infantry regiments formddbour companies but the organigat of manpower was haphazard until
the formation of the.abour Corpsin January 1917 The Recordreported that Pte. Woodhdllwas ki | | e
by enemy aircraft on Octobef™. He is buried inCoxyde Military Cemeterysituated near the Belgian
coast and soe 10 miles behind the front line of 1917, to the north of Ypres. His death was, therefore, a
result of the bombing of British rear positions to tmydisrupt the preparations being made for Badtle of
Broodseindgwhich took place on 4 October. The cemetery contains the graves of five other soldiers from
the Company killed the same day, most likely in the same bombing incident. The manner &bdeéte
air was a worring portent of future warfare.

It is perkaps ironic then that, soon afterwards on 10 October 1917, Tewkesbury lost its first member of
theRoyal Flying Corps. A/Sgt. J. S. Clarke [ Anas actually killed whilst taking part in a raid abogres;

% The derivation of the name remains unresolved; one theory i thay derive from the fact thabldiers of the
Northumberland Fusiliers thought the barn on the skyline resembled cottages at home.

% Register 20 October 1917, p4/5

° The Corps was manned by those medically rated belowotAekdndition needed for frodine service; Pte.

Wo o d h aldssifidasion on recruitment was B 2 dot surprising for a 4@ear old. In April 1917, a number of
battalions were transferred to the Corps includingl#feDevonshireswhich became the 154th ah85th Companies

This Corps was always regarded as a seatass organisation: for example, the men who died are commemorated
under their original regiment, withabour Corpsb ei ng secondary. Hence, theAhbbue r t 6 s
Corpsas his last unit whersahe regimental badge and title of his parent regimené&wenshiresare engraved on

his headstone. His Obituary was in tecord20 October 1917, p4/4 where he was erroneously called Woodhull.
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a GermanJasta36 pilot claimed to have shot dowrptane, capturing one crew member but Sgt. Clarke was
killed. He was serving witth7 Squadrorwhich had been formed in 1916 ahdd crossed to Frande
December In May 1917, it converted tBe Havilland 4sand moved to the Ypresector startinglong-
distance bombing and photography rafisC | a r tiodyéwas recovered and he was buriedBiitish
Cemetenat Harlebeke the focus of the battle in the 19R@sschendaeleampaign.He was the first of our
fiherore® t o be kil l ed ngonitt he youngest fightd.i

Battle of Broodseinde4 October

This was another battle to capture higher ground Geatuvelt The1%/5" Gloucestersvere in support on a

day whichwas saidtopreséhtb e ast | yi@ ome@avy omai n was f alTheilmeg and
was consolidated and the Diary claims casualties ¥vdrei ¢ kith d31 lost to the battle! Fortunately no

local men were included in the fatalities.

First Battle of Passchendaeld2 October

We have already not edpr——+— el A ; to
capture the higér grond of Passchendde Village

when the campaign started on 31 July but, althod
we have mentionedit act i c al, the cost &
was so high and theveather so unpredictably ba @ 3
that the objective still had notebn captured two
months later.tb capture was an imperatias the
alternative of a withdrawal towards Ypres was
inconceivable. Nevertheless, on 11 October Cro
Prince Rupprecht wrote a repasuggesting that a
withdrawal should be made far enough back to
out of artillery range?

12 October was to be that day but the
Ger nsal®X%y ally aga intervened:heavy rain E= : : AT '
and mud made movement difficult and little artiller Propaganda photograph purported to be takenJag,
could be brought cl@s to the front. Allied troops en route to YprefHammerton]
were exhausted and morale had fallen. After a modest British advance, Germanatbacksrrecovered
most of the ground lost opposite Passchendaele causing 13,000 casugiié’s were NeviZealanders on
whatisnowknowm as the countryoés wor st day in its hist
improved but Tewkesbury had lo&uardsman Tom Ball [ Adf the 1% Grenadier Guards He was
probably aconscript who joined this famous battalion as a replacement in December 1916CWGE
website commentsfiDespite advance@n the north) where the Guards Division succeeded once more in
gaining their final objective,. the high ground around Passchendaele ghrincipal objective, remained
firmy in G¥rman handsbo

Before conditions were right for the final attack, soldiers were still being lost in trench wapfiadz.
C. Fletcher[ Aof 12" Royal Sussewas woundedinddied on 20 October. A conscript in February 1917,
he had been trained and sent to the front as a replacement for los3@% Biesion suffered during all the
constituent battles that autumn. We can only surmise that Pte. Fleliedeof wounds sustaed in the
commonplace trench warfare, as there were no major battles taking place at the time. He did manage to
reach hospital iBailleul but a nurse wrote home th@ i s wounds were bad, .and h
He is buried in the attach&@uttersteene Communal Cemetery Extension

Before the final assault, subsidiary attacks needed to take place in prepardtei8th Lancashire
Fusilierswere involved irminor operations 2@2 Octobelin order to maintain pressure while t8anadian
Corpsprepared for their assault. Former Tewkesbui@pl, Arthur Thacker [ ARad found himself in
this battalion and he was killetlring anattack on 22 October, an action in which it 1882 men Cpl.
Thacker was a Tewkesbury Volunteer despite havimyet to Birmingham with his family. He was

y
s - 7~

% According to the bookThe Sky Their Battlefieloy Trevor Henshaw, on 10 October he was involved ioraliing
operationto Oostnieukerke, Belgiumvith a Sgt F.V. Legge but, on return, they were reportdifrassing in action .
99
M. Waldron
10 The Battle of Poelcappellé October, has been omitted from the narrative, as no local men died in it. Hpowever
some of theTerritorial Battalionswere involved in this attack whefet he going was truly terri|
wa t eDespite lossest was considered a succedsdttack. [Wyrallp228]
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originally assigned to thArmy Service Corpand waghus eligiblefor the 19141915 Star As the Fusiliers

did not arrive in theatre until January 1916, we can assume that he served first in FrancAS@hbfore

being transferred, for some reason, to the infantry. His officer wrote home reporting that wa s
instantaneously killed® €pbn @ fbedg was gob ecovgrediandthe isa c t |
commemorated, therefore, on fhgne Cot Mermrial.

SecondBattle of Passchendael®6 October10 November

On 26 Octoberconditions were at least deemed
suitable to mount the final assault in the perpetually
muddy conditions we associate with the battle.

| Tewkesburyédés two | osses in
s in the Royal Naval Divisionwhose role it waso
provide flank suppa for the central thrust by the
Canadians; in a thregay period the brigade
suffered around 2,000 casualties. One of these
fredundant sailors PteuE.ned i
G. Andrews[ Aof theRMLI, who was wounded on

26 Octobemnddied three daysater. Pte. Andrews

had enlisted at Tewkesbury on 10 December 1915,
possibly as part of th®erby Schemeand was
posted to France on 28 June 1917 as a replacement
for losses to thelst Marine Battaliod® Pte.
Andrews was evacuated to thelth Casualty
Clearing Station, Poperinghe from where the
Matron wrote:fihe was badly wounded by shrapnel

in the chest, and although everything possible was
done for him, he passed peacefully away at 7.15 this
mo r ni nHg ds buried innearby Dozinghem
Military Cemetery

On 30 October 1917, four days into the battle
ithe sorrowf ul n e that acting me t
L/Cpl. D. L. Priestley [ Afhad been killed
instantaneously while leading his platoon by the
explosion of a large German shell on 30 October &9LICpl. Priestley was son of the Headmaster of
Tewkesbury Boys6 Grammar School but he was the on
army, even thogh he had previously servedarGloucester8 Territorial battalion A married man, he did
not attest until 7 December 1915, probably underDeeby Scheme He was assigned initially to the
Reserve but was eventually mobilised on 28 September 1916 and posted i@&h€¢Couny of London)
Battalion (Artistsd Rifles) one of theLondon Territorialbattalions (perhaps because he then had a home in
London). The Battalion had moved to France in October 1914 but Pridstybarked on 6 November
1916. Even though he spent some eight months with the battalion when dpeeating as a training unit,
Donald was not commissioned as an Officer, unlike his brothers. In June 1917, however, the battalion was
transferred to frontine duties and joinethe 63° (Royal Naval) Division The Division took part in the
Arras Offersivebefore becoming involved in ti&econd Battle of Passchendaeie October, just before his
death, he was appointed asfampaid Lance Corporal, the loweshon-commissionedank!%?

After 30 October, the battle carried on until called off on 10 November &8&#7 Passchendaele was
captured although thankfully, with no more local casualties.

N\

A typicalYpres Battlefield isummer,1917
[Hammerton]

101 Register 17 November 1917 p4/4

192 Register10 November 1917 p4/# eport ed t he ne ws differs b some factsiirahr his sesvite d e a t
record. | t s t altisesdarcéhhight mofiths i nce Pt e. Andr eVRe § @d rneelde iHAV Feoomphes
% TheAr t i st wad a dariotislplesomenon. It was, in fact, raisedvasumteer Militiabattalion in 1859 and

comprised art students. By 1914 this was not the case but it remainedar poiit for volunteers; recruitment was

restricted to recommendation. It particularly attracted recruits fralolic schoolsanduniversities [Wikipedia]
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Section Ill; 1917

The 1* Gloucesterseturned from th@bortive Hush Operatiojust in time for the end ohe battle on 10
November! The night before the rain fell continuously and with incessant violence throughotit. then&0
attack, with theGloucestersn reserve, started promptiybut was a complete failursingfionlyd 50 men.

It was obvious evenotcommandrsthat both sides were exhausted after four months of fighting: the
conditions meant prolongation was impossible. Even Ludendorff recalled (from his H@) ithat wa s nc
l onger | ife at al |l . . THefightiwgapsteredut anul tha rlegalar battalien umanbged i n g
to enter a camp for Christmas dinner on 26 December with turkey, plum puddings and beer provided by the
Akind folk in Englando

The Territorial Battalions had ended their battle somewhat prematurely on 11 October, relieving the
Canadians at capturddmy. However they could not rest on any laurels since the end of fighting enabled
the Army to order thd8" Division, containing our teitorials, to travel to Italy after the Central Powers had
won a significant victory aCaporettoby 19 November 1917. A week later, the men were on the train to a
destination which provided not sun but srioand which took the lives of two Tewkesburgm

Two Atmospheric photograpbf life at Ypres, 191fHammertoi

So had théThird Battle of Ypresbeen worth théossof the lives 0f26 Tewkesbury men with countless
wounded and prisoners? Lloyd George, who only reluctantly and belatedly adoettesl campaign
concluded:fiPasschendaele was indeed one of the greatest disasters of the NWarsoldier of any
intelligence now defends this senseless campaign However, he Germans were seriously considefing
evenbefore 11 October 1917 withdrawal from thePasschedaele Frontso far back thathe superior
British artillery would have to redeploy completéf§.

There is still controversy abotite actual number of casualties. Howevbg most important figures
demonstrate the higher numlmdrcasualties for the attackef hisshould not be surprising. Hdigdefence
would be (possibly with the benefit of hindsight) that the Germans could not afford to lose that number in the
long term in view otthe approach of American armieYet, of course, it was likely that the Germans could
extricate their forces from Russiand indeed in the last stages of the battleey had already been
reinforced. Furthermore, although rather cynical, one can also point out that, while staggering, Bsiish lo
were less than on the Somme the previous year when 450,000 men were lost between July and 1dvember.

Part of Haigbs problem was that, in addition to
breakthrough andeebruggewith its U-Boatmenacehadnot beenremoved from the war. Yet, on the other
hand, it had deflected attention from the weakness of French armies to thefseuthe Mutinies and the
corsequent grant of leave to many soldiersThe Germans, themselves, concluded th&nglish
stu blOE) ornness bridged,; thealkancewashsavedind thesautsomeé of thdwams ¢ e 0
ensued:

104 M. Waldron
195 www.westernfrontassociatiocom
196 \1. Waldron quoting the German Official MonographF | ander n 6
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Battle of Cambrai,20 November to7 December

No Tewkesbury soldief®st their lives in this battle but it is important to mention as it seemed that the use

of massed formations of tanks would transform the method of fighting and achieve that long promised
breakthrough. So successful was the first
of this battle thathurch bells rang for the first
time since war had broken out but it was eve
optimistic.: mechanical failures and the usu
successful German coumattack reduced
shortterm gains. However, evolving tactic
used would mature io the successfuil 1 0
Day s Ca mpfda918 n o

Other seismic changes had occurred in 19
i although they were not to have their fu
impact until 1918. The desperate Germ
attempt to blockade Britain had provoked tk
USA to declare war oré April . By the end of
the year, onlyone division had entered :
fighting zone in North Eastern France and
was not until the summer 1918 that they we
to play a part in tipping the balance final
towards the Allies.

The Germans were, however, able
exploit more quickly the othed e aw & kofy ¢
October/November ~ 1977"  when  the [§
Bolsheviks seized power in Russid. e n i BT & N
government decided to negotiate for peace - A deliberatelydramatic photo of tanks at Cambrai
December, after which the Germans were al [Hammerton]
to transfer some troops to the Western Font.

Peace was finally signed at tieeaty of BrestLitovskon 3 Mach 1918 and, within three@eeks,Germany
had transferred 500,000 battiardened troops to fight in France.

Had one been alive in the spring of 1948ch was the sense of hopelessnessotimimight be forgiven
for believing hat the Germans would win the war.

Was this evidence of sommreason fooptimism?

With poor quality shells causing the soldiers seri
problems, LloydGeoge hadbecomeMinister of
Munitions leading a growing army of fema
Amuni t itosuppbrtthe smat the front.

The year had started badly on 17 January with
explosion at the Silvertown Munitions Factory
East London which killed 73.

However, fter the Ministry started regulating hou
and wage$ though femalestill earned on averag
only half what men were paidby June 1917, 809
of munitions used were made by thg
munitionettes

This was another development wiigvould have
significant longterm consegencesfor the benefit
of the Allies

7 There is confusion over the date of the revolution because Russia still usetiahealendar whilst we had used
the Gregoriancalendar since 1752. Thus, in Russia, the date2&&3ctoberbut, in the westit was7 Novembet
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Section Ill; 1917

Middle Eastern Front

Egypt and Palestine
DATE EVENTS PALESTINE, 1917
Marchand April 2 British defeats iGaza
June Arrival of newGin-C,Allenby
6 July Lawrence and Arab forces
captureAgaba
27 Oct. Palestine expedition starts
3 Battle of Gaza
3 Nowv. Capture oBeersheba
8 Nowv. Victory atHu;j
7- 9 December Capture of Jerusalem E
26-30 Dec. Defence of Jerusalem

There was more optimism to be found in this theaBg.the end of 1916, Egypandits Suez Canalwas

safe for the time beingiet the Turks still threatened from their strongholdRaflestine It was notto be

until early 1917 that sufficient force had been gathered, and lines of communication established, for an
assault on the large Turkish forces there. Two attempts on theutliffind fortified Turk positions d&aza

on the coast narrowly failed, but alerted the Turkish command, which ordered a strengthening of the front all
the way fromGazato Beersheba The Royal Gloucestershire HussarRGH), who had shared the
ignominy ofKatia and its revenge ®omani,had taken part in these two battlesGafzain March and April

1917 but now took part in this progression to victory. We are very fortunate to have as a guide an
anonymous, but very literate, member of B@Hwhose diarshas survived®

With stalemate in the West, the British government was increasingly anxious for success somewhere and
that brought about the appointment in June 1917 of a new comm&wtezral Allenby. This entailed a
change of approach and also a mark&@ngthening of the British force which was filled out, as in
Mesopotamiaby a large Indian Army contingent as wellASZACmounted troops. The Palestine theatre
became the second largest in terms of forcebyeg, after the Western Frofif.

It was not, therefore until October 1917 that Allenby was ready to launch an attack witEdkptian
Expeditionary Force(EEF) of 200,000 men, including artillery and supported by naval guns offshore, that
swept successfully north and east, capturing the refaide of Jerusalem before moving into Syria. In the
Third Battle of Gaza(27 Octobeii 7 November) th&EF defeated the defending Turkish army, directed by
Germans, so that Gaza was cleared of Turkish troops.

18 EorKatia, see pges234. AiA Trooper ds Diary,-19N80RGHddohefSebyi tawt@h
(Soldiers of Gloucestershire Museum, 2014) but first published iGldngcester Journal9141918in instalments.

See Section IV Sourcgmgel28for further discussion.

19 Fjeld Marshal Allenby (1861-1936 was an Indian army cavalry commander who participat&ktneat from Mons

and1® Ypresbefore being appointed to lead the Third Army. However, after severe losses on the Somme and at Arras,
Haig sentim back to England Despite this, & was chosen as therightDa s hi n g cto makepnodress io

Palestine to compensate for no progress on the Western Front. Thus, he was given the task by Lloyd George of taking
Jerusalem by Christmas and was promised the necessarprur c e s . A cavalrymands war
worked withColonel T. E Lawrenceto win support othe Arabs who started work with them in October 1916. After
capture of Agaba on 6 July 1917, he was given a free hand to encourage theValathReled tathefall of

Damascus on 1 October 1918.
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The RGH had set off on the 2@ctober with theinfantry of the 53 Welsh Divisionworking its way up
the coast. Thélussarshad an easy time initigllandour correspondent praises the success of an Australian

Bal

acl

ava as

Lady Butler'satmospherigainting of the Cavalry Charge at Huj
[Cranston Fine ArtdVikipedia]

Cavdry charge which caused a
speedy retreat leaving the road
open. TheRGH wasable to rest in

Beershebauntil 7 November when
he commented onthe success of
infantry and artillery clearing
Turkish defences. On 8 November
he wrote that i swor ds

baptised in Turkish blood, when
Warwick and  Worcestershire
Yeomen carried out théamous

charge at Huj capturing 14 guns
and opening the way for the
infantry to press home the
attaclo.™® Our author concluded
that the chargéi wo u |l d

men taking part, twentgix were killed and forty wounded. They also had 100 horses killée: author
recorded that one of the dead wdajor Albright , a

t he

The EEF then progressed victorioustf until Allenby fulfilled his promise to Lloyd George and entered

b 1, Viag killedearid buried on the spot.

iMaster

of Foxhounds

the Holy City, on foot, after th€apture of Jerusalemfrom 7to 9 December 1917 well before Christmas!

The Turks and their German General wstilt ready to surrendesind mounted a countattack.Even
after its fall, Jerusalem was still within range @ftomanatrtillery and there was still the risk of counter
attack. An offensive to push the Turks further northwards was planned for 24 December but wadgelayed
bad weather. This gavepportunity for the Turks to attack; initiallyhey drove the British outposts back
and capturedseveral important places. h& engagement continued for two days and was ultimately
unsuccessful. On 27 December the British infantry advanced about two mildsile the53° (Welsh)

Division covered their flank.With Ottoman and German machigans hard to locate amongst the boulders,

rank
suchehargds in histaey. Howevargigh gasualties were heavy; of the 170

and

the fighting was severe and stubbo@n 29 December the Division also joined a general infantry advance,
which pushed the whole line ahead until the whole fress secured.The Ottoman Army lost over 1,000
casualties and 750 prisoners; the Bhitisfantry captured 24 machigeins and threautomatic rifles.

The British, however, had lost 18,000 during the month of December includingteerPte. Arthur
Joseph Sallis] Ad veteranof the Battle ofLoos. He was thertransferred tdhe 1/4" Welsh Regimerdsa
replacement after it had served@allipoli.
Pte. Sallisparticipated in the successful advance to Jerusalem before ChristmBsto lose his life on 28
December, during the Turkish coenattack. He wasuriedin Jerusalem War Cemetery.

His death was part of the price of tB&Fs victorious campaign from October to December 1917. It

It

t hen

BEE asmpartdf thSI3Y Divisidnyaréd s

resulted in the first military defeat of a Central Power and led to a substantial loss of enenty.teFhie
was in marked contrast to thepelessnessf the Britishsituationon the Western Front.

1101 ady Butler (1846:1933) was married to a LGeneral andne of the few female painters to achieve fame
for histary paintings especially military battle scenes. [Wikipedia]
1 Major Martin Chicheley Albright (b. 1887) had married in 1915, Barbara, the sister of Lt. Strickland who had
been captured #atia. It is likely that Barbara joined théAD and travelled to Egypt with the fiancée of Lt. Strickland
and survived being torpedoed in transit. Formerly of Eton and Cambridge and an officer with the Worcestershire
Yeomanry, Major Albright was part of the industrial firm of Messrs. Albright & Wileb®Idbury, Worcestershire.

12 Unfortunately ouRGHdiarist ceases his journal until 28 April 1918 when we find him in Jaffa. History records that
at this time theRGHwas involved in a major reorganisation of cavalry. It skirted Jerusalem but themdeddnto the

Jordan valley and our trooper did not sample Jerusalieomically dubbed higi Ci t vy

o if as éheermhuistastic

tourist until June 1918. After this climax, he mysteriously ceases writing his journal. [RGH pagEsb146

56

\


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_painting

Section Ill; 1917

Mesopotamia

DATE EVENTS MESOPOTAMIAN CAMPAIGN
11 March Fall of Baghdad to British -
July Railway KuBaghdad finished
September Capture of Ramadhlood

Station
18 November Death of General Stanley

Maude e

{

We havefollowed the faltering progress of the Expeditionary Force in 191 victory came on 11 March
1917 whenBaghdadwas captured along with large part of the Ottoman army (some 15,80@iers)**®
This success followed the decision of London to take over the campaign after the hunufid€ianand
fund it appropriately There followed a period of younger commanders aardinistratorasvho solved the
problems of chronically poor commigations which had contributiesignificantly to earlier failtes Basra
was built as a modern port, riverboats were updated and railways were built. Furthienproreements to
agriculture won over wavering Arab support and actually managed to feed todnorses.

The infantry was now much better supported and TeGloucesterswere part of this ultimately
victorious force although, bbng with other unitsit was forbidden to quarter in the city British C-in-C,
Gen. Maude was receivedas a self-proclaimedfiliberatord and the
Turkish army withdrew up thRiver Tigristo form an armg of 30,000.
London allowed the campaign to continube Turkish armies were
forced to retreabut the British sustained 18,000 casualtes$ of an
initial 45,000 strong army with a further 37,000 hospitaliseghany of
them from replacement draftsThe summerfrom May to September|as
1917 was morsevere than mogt terms of heat. It was not surprising4
therefore, thaMaude determined to pausiee operationsin orderto
regroup and recover.

In September 1917, the offensive was renewed to captiloed
control station atRamadi, situated on the right bank of thRiver
Euphratesand garrisoned by a large Turkish force. Using armouj
cars and cavalry, the Turkish garrison was encircled as the B
seized numerous ridges above the town and aapesattempt by thef: .
garrison force was thwarted. It was, therefore, an unusually decSs
victory (for this theatre). Howevefurther progress was halted because——

armoured cars could not cope with predictably poor road surfaces. November 1917 the first train enter
) i Baghdad' a symbol of the investm
In November 1917he campmn was dealt @evereblow with the  \\hich led to victonfHammerton]

death from cholera of General MauddNaturally his successor, Lt.

Gen. N. A. Marshallpaused during the winter before renewing his campaign in ¥8t8ever, by this time
British forces in Palestine had succeededajptaringJerusalenand soMarshallwas under great pressure to
reduce the size of his forces to augment the Western Front where a maoggsiseas developing

113 See pages 224 for Mesopotamia in 1916
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Salonika
DATE EVENTS THE CAMPAIGN IN CONTEXT OF THE BALKAN{
™) \? i )
i\gl-rm Repulse of Bulgari Bo“‘»"{\ q/zdIR“MAN\/Af\/
rikMa epulse of Bulgarian RS Ty .
i ) invgsion aDoirgn O \} S u ¢
Sara;evoj BULGARI4 ‘sg
1918 </ Osep ..
4 July 26 Div/9" Glaucestesleave RO Lo Arior ™\ &
Allied attack aDoiran e \ Strum:ca o165 & 20
e /’ s
JulySept ® Monasnr;"mn / \
Bulgarian Armistice e
30 Sept Q
26 Div back on W Front with
21 Oct 9" Glaucestes, 8" } o
Oxford & Bucks Bulgarian 0 50 100 1500 »
occupation duties = g

There was apparently little of interest to report in March forAfeSloucestersyet, in that month, the"
Gloucesterslost an NCO,L/Sgt. John Matty [ Akilled on 17 March A former member of thd™
Gloucesterssurviving Loos he transferred to thigitchener9" where his experience was much needed and
he was promoted. AfteHorseshoe Hill(Doiran), there was little activity =
except around the lake whefithe line wasadjusted several times by eag
sided. We must assume, therefore, that it was during these operationg
L/Sgt. Matty was killed, although initially he was declared a prisoner.
probably died of wounds and his grave i&atasouliMilitary Cemetery***

In late April, the battalion lost two other Tewkesburians. The first
Pte.C. E. Garrett [ AWho died on 25 April 1917 when the British ha
attacked and gained a considerable amount of ground, whilst resisting S
countetattacks. L/Cpl J. Parsons[ Agnotherformerd A b b e WoluBteey, g
died of his wounds on 28 April, probably in the same action. Both were by &
in Karasouli Military CemeteryThessalonika '

Summer in Salonika had arrived, unfortunately bringing with it mibesju
and consequennalarid casualties Harry Sayers who had earlier enjoyed
home leave was struck down and later suffered a relapse. One consolatiq
that the troops were issuadth topees and they were allowed to wear shidrts
A shortage of watewas an inevitable additional problem. Little activity we 9" G| o u ¢ eemjoying

reported before the cold arrived in October; in addition wattle and daub topeesandshorts

were i ntr opduedeedy popildr h A The year enucOP®EE, wyral l
commenting that while the" Gloucestersc oul d be accus e ddidbtheir jdboanchdid it i t t |
wello . Al t 9 ckedlits owih lestoriarsome success can be deduced freports ofCSM W. H.

Price [ Arot onlybeing mentioned in despatchésit also being awardeti¢ Meritorious Service Medal
(MSM). S/Sgt. Bernard G Smithof theASCwas similarly praised:®

4 The cemetery was begim1916for the use of casualty clearing statiamstheDoiran front. At the Armistice it

contained about 500 burials but was greatly expanded when gvavesransferred from other cemeteries. [CWGC]

15 WhenSamuel Bennett died aged 68 in 1938, hedwded 25 years in army at Boer War and Great War with the
2"Gloucestersandwasfii nval i ded out with sunés.tr ok Quoidtselo28p3/55 er vi ng
18\\e know thatS/Sgt. Smithwas luckier and survived the war, getting married in 1922. Before the war he was a

Land Valwuation Officer and, wh €lerk[atKitchenérs ArmyeHeaded, he wa
Quarter® .  wastreentioned in despatches on 22 September 1916e6-in-C in Egypt. However, a newspaper
erroneously r ededoftveunds t hrat4 h®e hhtaeimhbier 1916. From 24 Au
was on leave at home froalonika For Harry Sayerssee also page 27.
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Section Ill; 1917

Naval and Aerial Warfare

DATE EVENTS To consult a map, please return to page 26
January Losses: 49 ship368,521 tons
31 January UnrestrictedU-BoatWarfare
March Losses: 147 ships
7 April USA declares war on Germany
April Losses860,000 tons: 6 weeks
supplies of wheat
May Losses: 600,000 tons
May Last failedZeppelirattack
27 May First Convoyto Gibraltar
25 May Gotharaid on Folkestone
June Losses: 700,000 tons
13 June GothaRaid on London German Propagandé discovered
3 September 1stGothanight raid;attack on bases in Baghdad 191fHammerton]

Naval War
No-one from Tewkesbury was killed whilst servingtie Navy or the Merchant Nawg 1917 or 1918as

far as we knoW'’ i yet it is vital that we consider the paradoxical importance of the Navy once again.

Admiral Beatty explained the importance on 27 January 19l real crux lies in whether we blockade
the enemy to his knees, or whether he does the same'td Rsttunately it was Germany which was forced

it o ity Oklober #948and this is the crucial background to most of the events that led to the end of

the wari whether at land or at sea.

In the spring of 1917, dwever, it seemed as though Britain iiae n i t .s Aslka soaseguénce of the
strategic defeat of Germany at tBettle of Jutland in 1916, after which it$ligh Seas Fleestayed in port,
the Germans resumedrestrictedU-Boat warfare inJanuaryl917. They had calculated that, by sinking
600,000 tons of shipping per month, Britain would run out of ships and would be forsed for peace
within six monthsi well before the Americans could intervene effectiveBfter the Kaser signed the
order, however, th€hancellor(PM) BethmanrHollweg predicted in despaitGermany is finished**?

The Food Crisis of 1917: two examples of the response from Local Newspapers

T i

A delightful photograph of wounded soldiers and
donkey named AMrs. Asqui
doing their bit to grow fooiCheltenham Graphjc

The Children doing their bit before the war, it was ¢
problemi but a solution in war.
[RecordSeptember 191G.A]

7 During World War | nearly 5,000 merchant ships had been sutikBgats with the loss of 15,000 Allied sailors.
TheTower Hill Memorial is aCWGCwar memoriain London which commemorates those from tflerchant

Navy and fishing fleets who died during botforld warsand haveé'no grave but the sea"The memorial was designed
by Edwin Lutyensand unveiled in 1928, with2,000 names engraved on the plaques.

8 3ohn Howard MorrowThe Great War: An Imperidistory. (Routledge, 2005), p202.

19\Wikipedia quoting fronT. Fitch, M. Poirier61 nt o t he Danger Zoneéd, (History
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Germany had 105 submarines readydction on 1 Februar§917andi initially T the campaign seemed
a great success, nearly 500,000 tons of shipping Iseinky in both February and Marcht was calculated
thata full 25% of all Britainbound shipping was suniwith a further 860,000 ton® iApril. That was the
cruci al month for Britain when its supp,mattersdidof wh
not improve: in My losses exceeded 600,000 t@msl in June 700,000. Germany had lost only nine
submarines in the firshree months of the campaign.

One can be sureahereforethat the German Chancellor had in mind the very real danger that the policy
would lead to the USA joining the warbefore Britain was starved into surrender. We must remember that
the USAwasinitially determined to remain neutraluntil reckless German actions weakened its resolve.
Perhaps the key to the chargal beerthe sinking of the.usitaniain 1915.

Diplomatic consequences in 19Wére swift: on 3 February, directly in response t® tiew submarine
campaign President Wilsorsevered all diplomatic relations with Germany. Thre®. Bhips were sunk in
March 1917 and the 10,798n SS New Yorkollowed on 9 April. By then, on 6 April, théJ.S. Congress
declared war onhe Central Powes. Therefore,shortterm Germansuccesshad turned into an almost
inevitable longterm defeat®

Militarily also the Allies were fighting back. We have already noted the uge-gfipswith depth
chargesbut after a very long debate the British acceptedctimeoy systemeluctantly and the first convoy
sailed from Gibraltar on 10 May 1917. After that a regular system of&#aistic convoys was established,
andfrom July the monthly losses never exceeéd00,000 tons, although they remained above 300,000 tons
for the remainder of 1917. It had the additional benefit of bringing warships escorting the convoys in contact
with attacking Uboats, leading to an increase irbbats destroyed. German submariosses were between
five and ten each month, and they soon realized the need to increase production, even at the expense of
building surface warships. However, production was delayed by labour and material shortages.

Air W ar

The firstZeppelinraid of 1917 took place on 167 March butdid not reach its targeffwo air-ships were
lost on return. Te repeaion 23-24 May, when six Zeppelins set out to bomb London, was frustrated by the
.~y . s weather and only one victim was killed $uffolk. By
< this time, even the Germans appreciated that civilian
L‘w‘”‘\v“\ < 4 casualties made theeppelinsan object of hatred, and
they were widgl dubbedii b a-bbiy | | eNitls the
development of effective defensive measures, the
A Zeppelin fragmenigisplayed in Bwkesbury's  airship raids became increasingly hazar¢gons1917
Museum. Fragments had wounded Sayer family, the airships were largely replaced by bombers.

in 1916 living inLondon [seepage 22] The first bombewasthe Gothaand23 took part in
theirfirst raid on London or25 May 1917. Bdweather diverted the attack, whistill resulted in 95 deaths
and 195 injuries, mostly in FolkestoneBy this time Britain was .
developing defences with fightenterceptors and anéircraft fire so
daylight raids had to be abandoned.

The first night raid took place on 3 September, targeting Chat
Docks. Al t hough only a five plane
deaths including 130 naval recruits whose dwmitory received a direct
hit. It was the worst single bombing incident of the wait the same
time, the RFC itself carried out a series of bdmmg raids on the Germa
bomberairfields and forced a move inland.

Whether or not the British people appreciated that there was caus -~ “A Gotha Bomber from 1917

rai o

optimism in 1917 is very doubtful. ~After the initial euphoria, tt [internet, unstated source]
Americans seemed long time in coming and food was becoming very
expensi ve. Tastament of EY ouiblogueaty degcribes the growinigopelessnesthat afflicted

the British people during the last two years of vfar.

120\Woodrow Wilson was President of the USA from 191821. A reluctant war leader, Wilson was provoked by
Germany into asking Congress to declare war in order to htladevorld safe for democracy'in 1918 he published
hisi Fo ur t e e that $&out totbes adblymint for making a just and permanent peace.

12Ly/era Brittain, Testament of Youtffirst edition 1933; new editionsere publishedo complement the 201f# m).
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Section Ill; 1918

E. 1918 The Astonishing Campaigns!

If hopelessness might have been the dominant characteristic of 18@7intthe pring 1918 the British
people were staring defeat in the face and, after three yeaiigaifqi, one can only imaginthe prevailing
sense of desperatiorYet, astonishinglywithin eight monthghe Allies claimed Victory.

Althoughthat victory came on th@/esten Front{ one shouldexplain theunpredictabledevelopments of
1918 by focussing upon timaval eventshatproduced fateful consequences for the whole war.

Naval and Aerial Warfare

DATE EVENTS

January Losses300,000 tonsof shipping

February Introduction of rationing

21 March German land offensive stops bombing
attacks on GB

1 April Creation oRAF

23 April Attack onZeebrugge

19 May Last bomber attack

5 August Last failed Zeppelin raid

October Losses: 119,000 tons

3 November Kiel Naval Mutiny Germany

9 November Kaiserabdicates

11 November Armistice(ceasefire) R[QFAFB Wegbesig]m

19 June 1919 Treaty of Versaillegnds the war

21 June 1919 Scapa FlowGerman Fleet is scuttled

Air War

Gothaattacks had been perceived in 1@khaving potential for success so in pithrch 1918 theGotha
squadron was once again ready to attack England. However, military concerns on land intervened and the
bombers were required to support German lastharce Spring Offensiveof 21 March.

On 1 Aprilthere were signs that Britain was learning the lessons posed by aerial attacks and, after a report
written by South African PM, Jan Smuts, fReyal Air Force(RAF) was officially created.

The last and largest aeroplane raid of the war took place oigtiteoh 19 May, when 3&othastook off
against Londongnly to sufferheavy losses. Sigothaswer e shot down by the RAF®
aircraft fire, while a seventh aircraft was forced to land after a protracted-glesgers engagement wigh
Bristol fighter out of Biggin Hill in Kent. The last Zeppelin raid on Britaindk place on 5 August it was
a failure. Less than 22 years la&F Biggin Hill wasthe focus of the Battle of Britaif?

Naval War

British shipping losses were Istover 300,000 tons in Januawith the lowest119,000 tonsonly being
experiencedn the last full month of war. It jgperhaps surprising that it took so long for the British
Government to make another unpopular historic decision to rival that of conscription iin i®irroduce
rationing of food nearly a year after the crisis of April 1917. THeleywas mordnterestingbecause, right
at the beginning of the war, the government had passaba Supplies Actgiving it the right to control
food if prices were too high or supplies were too short.

Reports appeared in newspapers oReBruary 1917 that the government's food controller wanted to
avoid compulsory rationing if there was urgent success in economizing. People were asked to restrict their
eating to no more than 4 Ib. of breadloib. 8 oz. of meat (including bacon andusages) and 12 oz. of
sugar a week. People weatd that there was no shortaggfish or eggs.Newspapers published recipes for
nourishing food that required less meat, like a savoury meat roll made with minced meat, bread and eggs or a

122 wikipedia using Christopher Cole and E.GheesmanThe Air Defence of Great Britain 1944918, (London,
1984). Biggin Hill became the symbolic HQ of RAF Fighter Command during the Battle of Britain, 1940.
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