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Foreword 

Foreword by Charlie Stayt of BBC Breakfast 

I was delighted to be asked to write this foreword ï and I know many hours, 

weeks, months, even years have gone into the writing of this book. 

The actions of those from Tewkesbury who served in the First World War 

are wonderfully documented in the pages that follow:  the research and 

attention to detail is extraordinary.  For my own part reading about the 

contributions of members of my own family is both fascinating and humbling. 

As I write this, in mid July 2015, a number of thoughts come to mind about 

just how important it is to remember and learn from what happened in 

conflicts all over the world. 

Recently in Srebrenica (in Bosnia, as is Sarajevo) there have been ceremonies to mark the massacre 

carried out twenty years ago, and we live in a world where new kinds of conflict have emerged, linked to 

terrorism and ideology. 

In my industry, television journalism, the speed of communications means contemporary reporting is far 

more immediate and the risks taken to recount what happens in distant places are very real. 

This week I was particularly moved by the words of a young RAF pilot involved in the Battle of Britain 

commemoration, including a flypast over Buckingham Palace.  He had the honour of meeting the pilots who 

flew the fighter planes in wartime.  He concluded how much he could still learn from what they had seen and 

done. 

That principle seems to be so important in this book too, where individual stories of sacrifice from one 

town, are told against the backdrop of the First World War. 

It is a chance to hear detailed accounts, from so many sources, about a bravery that should not be 

forgotten. 

(Born in Gloucester and educated at Wycliffe School, Charlie is a relative of the Moore Brothers; two of 

our ñNoble Band of Heroesò.  Charlie is a fourth great-grandchild of patriarch Charles Moore (d. 

1810), while the Moore Brothers were second great-grandchildren.) 

Authorôs Note 

This project was, indeed, conceived in 2008 as part of any 90
th
 anniversary commemorations of the war.  

However, it was soon clear that the only appetite for commemoration was for the start of the war in 2014.  

For this event, the Heritage Lottery Fund has been involved; it has made a grant to the Society so that we 

can publish an anthology of biographies of all those from Tewkesbury who had lost their lives in that war.  

The concept built on that established in 2005, when the focus was World War II.  THS then published a 

book
1
 of biographies of all those local men who had died.  We started with the brief names inscribed on local 

memorials ï yet it was soon evident that the inscription of names was not at all a scientific exercise and that 

the names of some of those who had lost their lives had been mysteriously omitted. 

Thus our ñNoble Band of Heroesò
2
 will comprise, not only those who have been inscribed on 

memorials, but also those who, for various reasons, were omitted.  All organisations impose arbitrary dates ï 

1925 for names on the War Memorial while, for the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, it was 1921.  

However, human beings do not always die according to that timetable because of the deleterious effect of 

war wounds.  The CWGC has rightly won international respect for the way it has marked all those who died 

in service.  The terminal date of 1921, however, ensured that a significant number of war victims now have 

unmarked graves since any permanent commemoration was left to the family;  to have family information 

included on the gravestones, the CWGC required ï after the Great War only ï the payment of ó3 pence 

hapennyô (2p) a letter for a headstone.  

The Centenary of this war would, therefore, be the appropriate time to use the benefit of modern research 

tools to make sure that all those who lost their lives for their country are included in this anthology ï whether 

or not they are commemorated officially. 

                                                           
1
 John Dixon, óNever has so much been owed é.ô, THS Publication No. 4 

2
 The term was first used concerning the death of the first Volunteer, Harry Preston [À] in 1915 
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I.  Introduction  
ñNoble Band of Heroesò: THS wishes this project to take a broad definition of this emotive label.  In a 

democracy, we feel it is the right of all those who lost their lives while being part of the armed forces ï or 

even as civilian victims ï to be commemorated.  That should still be the case if that death was the result of an 

accident or natural causes.  We rightly salute the enthusiasm of those who volunteered but also praise those 

whose fate it was to be conscripted by their government or to lose their life ñunheroicallyò. 

The book was also inspired to remedy another deficiency of most memorials in that they record a 

minimum amount of information about so many people.  After a century, many descendants may not realise 

that a name might belong to their family because generations of marriage have changed family names. 

Tewkesburyôs official Memorial also has the disadvantage of being designed in days when the impact of the 

motor vehicle was not understood ï to study the names is a serious road safety hazard. 

Photography was also in its infancy and expensive and so photographs of WWI victims are harder to 

trace.  Newspapers, like the Cheltenham Graphic, did a fine job in publishing photographs of those who 

served until the depressing days of 1916, when so many were dying.  This was considered bad for civilian 

morale to see those now forlorn faces.  Many photographs were indeed taken of volunteers, who had the time 

and enthusiasm to have that all-important photograph in uniform taken before they left for active service.  

Conscripts had no such leisure as they were swept off to the Front, without parade or ceremony.   

One major research handicap has been a lack of minutes from an official Council committee, set up to 

decide which names should be commemorated.  We must also be aware that the County Archives have never 

held much information on the biographies of simple soldiers.  However, commercial on-line collections of 

data have transformed the life of the researcher.  To have the availability of the 1911 census, compiled so 

close to 1914, helps significantly in building up the personal profile of these recruits.  We can also benefit 

from the voluntary work of so many members of societies like the Tewkesbury Historical Society (THS), 

which has built up over two decades an invaluable Woodard Database of local information.  A project which 

pre-dated THS was that of Tewkesbury Library when it started indexing the local newspaper, the Tewkesbury 

Register.  That information, linked to microfiche copies, has enabled us to learn so much more. 

The fact that many soldiers were recruited from the poorer classes at a time when laws were far more 

draconian than they are today, poses something of an editorial dilemma.  Some soldiers committed youthful 

indiscretions, which came before the courts.  We have felt it important not to censor this information, unless 

it appeared likely to be unduly upsetting to families today.  Perhaps society can obtain some measure of 

satisfaction that such indiscretions were significant in forming the character and strength of the young people 

who went on to serve their fellow men so well.  In the same way, we would mark the evident bravery of 

óconscientious objectorsô, who suffered for their beliefs, yet who went on to serve their country, however 

reluctantly, in various ways.  So far as we know, nobody from Tewkesbury was executed following a court 

martial but one was sentenced to death for quitting his post along with four others.
3
 

Our Noble Band of Heroes is, therefore, a diverse mixture of characters, social classes and experiences.  

We felt it very important to record the military experience of the people and to record the circumstances in 

which they fought and lost their lives.  To write a biography of an officer is easier than that of so-called 

ñOther Ranksò, since the fate of an individual ñORò is rarely mentioned by name.  The best we often 

receive from a war diary is ñ10 ORs were killedò on a certain date and we can work out possibilities through 

filtering other known information.  Newspapers often reported circumstances of death ï but cannot be relied 

upon since obituaries were often written by hard-pressed young officers or chaplains, who wished to spare 

the family as much pain as possible.  Families also possess handed down stories, which do not always stand 

up to official evidence. 

We, therefore, set out to try to write a biography of each person from Tewkesbury who lost his life in this 

war.  I am deeply indebted to two close colleagues in particular: Malcolm Waldron  and Sam Eedle, who 

both have a long history of research into this war.  Derek Benson, Wendy Snarey, the late David 

Willavoys, Cliff Burd , Gordon Baker and our Proof-Reader (whose advice was absolutely invaluable) are 

other members of the Society who have provided so much information and support, without which this book 

could not have been written.  Jan Nattrass has shared the journey with great patience and forbearance. 

                                                           
3
 The sentence of this soldier was commuted but he died in late 1918 in the Middle East; and his name is rightly 

commemorated on the War Memorial ï for further discussion of his service, see page 65. 
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The ñGreat Warò 
This was its name until 1939, by which time no one could claim it was ñthe war to end all warsò. 

It is commonly known as the 1914-1918 War because, from the point of view of 

the British Empire, it started on 4 August 1914 and ended with an Armistice at 11 

a.m. on 11 November 1918.  When the British Government declared war, it was 

taken for granted that the colonies of the British Empire would do likewise, even 

though Australia, New Zealand, Canada and South Africa were self-governing 

óDominionsô.  These dates focus upon the war against Germany but, in addition, 

the Empire fought Germanyôs allies, known as the Central Powers: Austria 

mainly in Italy, Bulgaria at Salonika and The Ottoman Empire (Turkey) in Egypt, 

Palestine and elsewhere in what we still term the Middle East which stretched as 

far east as Mesopotamia (now Iraq). 

On 6 April 1917 it really became a ñWorld Warò when the USA finally 

abandoned its neutrality to enter the war on the side of the Entente.  Its president 

also inspired the Armistice ï yet this word only means a cease-fire; the war 

formally did not end until the peace treaties were signed with the defeated 

countries, in Paris on 28 June 1919.  That is why even some War Memorials 

speak of the ñ1914-1919 Warò.  The War against Turkey reignited, lasting until 

1923.  We have forgotten ï perhaps conveniently ï that, after the Bolshevik (Communist) Revolution, Russia 

was forced to withdraw from the Entente in 1918.  The British government subsequently sent a force to fight 

the Communist menace.  Pte. Albert Hodges [À] lost his life in this war ï although his memorial is in Iran.
4
 

Another unexpected aspect for contemporaries was that it was mainly a war of armies.  In 1914 it was the 

Navy which was the óSenior Serviceô.  It was naval rivalry, over the race to build revolutionary steam- 

powered and steel-hulled óDreadnoughtô battleships, which helped prepare psychologically both nations for 

war.  Yet, the two main fleets only clashed once at the Battle of Jutland in 1916.  No Tewkesburians lost 

their lives in this clash; indeed, only four local naval personnel lost their lives in the war and constituted only 

49 of the 689 official volunteers.  One of those killed was in the Royal Naval Division ï superfluous sailors, 

converted into infantrymen, who fought in trenches rather than on the high seas.  Despite these facts, many 

argue that the enemy was defeated, not least, because of the successful naval blockade. This denied its 

population and armed forces of the food and supplies they desperately needed. 

By contrast, a terrifying new type of warfare took place in the air.  Yet, even though the Royal Flying 

Corps had been formed in 1912, only four local volunteers were accepted and only two lost their lives. 

 

 

Even though more than half the adult population 

of Tewkesbury was female, none is represented on 

our War Memorials ï although the CWGC has buried 

a female nursing auxiliary in our cemetery.  It was, 

however, a mother who was accorded the honour of 

unveiling the Town War Memorial.  Women could 

not avoid many of the consequences of war on life at 

home but this project is only focused upon those who 

lost their lives as a consequence of the war.  
The CWGC Headstone of 

Worker Kathleen Sollis [À] 

 

Every effort has been made to write an accessible history for those not fascinated by military detail.  All 

such terms and language have been explained in Section IV ï before the Biographies, which are published in 

alphabetical order of surnames in Section V. 

                                                           
4
 Men, like Pte. Albert G. Hodges [À], whose names are emboldened and marked, have full-page biographies written in 

Section V. 

Medal for the ñGreat War 

for Civilisation,  

1914-1919ò. 
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II.  Tewkesburyôs Memorials 
The urge to commemorate emerged as soon as men started to volunteer for service in the Armed Forces at 

the outbreak of war in August 1914.  The local newspaper led the way, encouraged by school headmasters 

who were keen to publicise their old boys who had volunteered.  All too soon the commemoration changed 

to Rolls of Honour ï lists of those who had lost their lives in the conflict.  These continued throughout the 

war, becoming ï sadly ï much longer.  Families were encouraged to submit news for this feature.  As news 

of deaths filtered through, a Roll was maintained bordered in black.  

This spontaneity reflected the mood of the time but resolutions followed to make more formal and 

permanent memorials.  It was the Abbey that took the lead in designing formal commemorations.  In 1915 it 

commenced the List of Volunteers: ñThere are over 600 names
6
 on that roll, including only those who have 

enlisted from Tewkesbury itself.  The names are being illuminated on vellum, and will be encased in a 

handsome gold frame, which will hang in the Abbey as a memorial to future generations of those who freely 

offered themselves.ò  

Tragically that ñsmaller rollò grew significantly.  In May 1918 it was reported that the Memorial Shrine 

for the Gallant Dead of Tewkesbury had been affixed to the west wall of the Abbey.  The Abbey was very 

careful to draw up as accurate a list of names as possible and four later deaths were added in 1922. 

Inevitably after the war, there was a mood for a War Memorial in the Town itself and the Vicar of 

Tewkesbury, Revd. Ernest Smith, continued to play an active part in wartime deliberations.  The first 

reference to this came at a meeting in December 1918, when it was proposed that a Town Memorial be 

erected at the Cross.  There followed a struggle between Town and Abbey for the location.  In that time, 

other institutions in the town commenced their own commemorations of their members.  The Boysô 

Grammar School, then located in Church Street, led the way with its own memorial on 6 November 1919.  It 

is unique among the memorials, as the names were listed in order of rank.  It also contains names of pupils 

who lived in the countryside around Tewkesbury; often they are commemorated on village memorials, rather 

than in Tewkesbury.   

                                                           
5
 In 1915 Holy Trinity School produced an óIlluminated Scrollô of 127 volunteers.  This has not survived.  [S. Eedle] 

6
 We are indebted to the Abbey Archivist, Pat Webley.  The author has identified a list of 689 volunteers from the 

Abbey Archive. Inevitably some names were omitted.  The Vicar went on to discuss provision of a list of  ñthe names 

of those who waited to place their services at the disposal of their King till Lord Derbyôs scheme was in operation will 

be recorded on a separate rollò.  This has not been found. 

  
 

  

Notice in the Tewkesbury Record from  

Holy Trinity School
5
  

Roll of Honour, November 1914 from  

the Tewkesbury  Register 
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Commemorative Plaques of Institutions within the Town7 

   
Abbey Roll of Honour for 

Volunteers, 1914-1915 

 

Abbey Memorial Shrine for the 

Gallant Dead of Tewkesbury,  

April 1920 

Tewkesbury Boysô Grammar 

School Memorial; since 1972,  

maintained in the Town Hall 

 
 

 

Memorial in the Methodist Church  

at the Cross, 

8 May 1921 

 

The Congregational Memorial, 

28 May 1921; 

now in the Methodist Church 

The Post Office War Memorial; 

then Church Street, now in the  

R.M. Sorting Office, Northway 

The Methodist and Congregation Churches unveiled their own memorials in 1921; however, the only 

surviving memorial to employees was that of the Post Office.  The Register reported on 9 April 1921 that ña 

brass tablet to be affixed over the posting boxò in Church Street, then located next to the present YMCA. 

The last memorial to be unveiled was, in fact, the Townôs Memorial, which today dominates the Cross.  

We accept it today as a permanent fixture but to place the memorial in that location was not the original plan. 

Nor was it always enthusiastically embraced as Mr. Sargeaunt of Tewkesbury Park ñexpressed surprise that 

the memorial had not aroused a greater interest amongst all classesò.  The Mayor, more optimistically, 

thought people were holding back until a decision on type and place had been chosen.  A year later a meeting 

of subscribers narrowly voted to place the memorial at the Cross ï and the Council agreed.  

Work then progressed quickly.  The Committee approved a design for the memorial at the Cross by 

Abbey architect, Mr. Caroe: it was 26 feet high on a hexagonal base with panels for names.  By mid-1921 

Mr. Sargeaunt moved that the £155 balance of patriotic fund be transferred to Memorial Fund ï but of £421 

promised, only £361 was paid ï and that the original design of the approved work was to proceed as soon as 

possible.  By 18 March 1922, work for the foundations was commenced at The Cross.   

The Memorial was duly unveiled in May 1922.  Naturally the Vicar, Revd. E. F. Smith, presided ï but the 

honour of unveiling the new memorial was accorded to Mrs. Letitia Didcote.  She had simply suffered the 

biggest family loss as three of her sons had died in the conflict.
8
  She was attended by her orphaned 

                                                           
7
 All photographs on this page taken by Jack Boskett, 2014 

8
 Mrs. R. Rowley also lost three sons but the last, Pte. A. H. Rowley [À], died of TB on 21 April 1922; his name was 

added to the Abbey Memorial but his grave is unrecognised by CWGC. 
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grandson, Harry, who donated all these photographs for posterity and who was well known as foreman of the 

Tewkesbury Car Mart (now beneath the shopping precinct).  Mrs. Didcote ñpulled a cord releasing the 

Union Jacks which draped the pedestal and they fell away ...ò. 

 

 

 

The War memorial is Unveiled by Mrs. L. Didcote 

(grandmother of donor Harry Didcote) 

Alderman Baker formally ï and very publicly ï   

presents the Townôs War Memorial to the Mayor. 

The solemn event took place on a Sunday 7 May 1922.  Alderman Baker presented the memorial to the 

Mayor for acceptance, on behalf of the (old) Borough and of the Town.   

May it be well cared for ... as a witness of the gallant men of Tewkesbury who went forth to fight for 

Right against Might and gave all that they had ï even their lives.  The remembrance is to us, the 

reward is to them. 

The Mayor, Cllr. W. T. Boughton, replied that ñhe gladly accepted the Memorialò, culminating: ñthe 

present corporation and all succeeding corporations would guard it with jealous care and see that nothing 

untoward happened to itò.   

At this stage, no firm decision had been made about the names to be commemorated.  As no formal 

records have survived, all we know is that families were asked to submit names and, four years after the 

unveiling in 1926, the bronze plaques were affixed with the names of 152 men.
9
 It was then revealed that the 

ñcost of placing names on the memorial [was] defrayed by a person who wishes to remain anonymousò. 

It is the several War Memorials that perpetuate the memory of those who lost their lives.  It is the aim of 

this project to reveal the history and context of each individual who lost his life in this Great War. 

                                                           
9
 The one woman, Kathleen Sollis [À], is buried in Tewkesbury Cemetery.  In WWII a further 29 men and one woman 

are commemorated ï although fourteen names were unscientifically omitted.  After 1972, the name of Bryan D. Soden, 

killed in Northern Ireland, was affixed.  By 1931, its state was said to be a ñdisgraceò; maintaining it has been a 

worrying task ever since. In 2013 it was a suffering 91-year-old and the Council appealed successfully to the 

townspeople.  The memorial was restored by replacing the metal shaft which supported the cross.  The editor, with THS 

member Sam Eedle, published the óHistory of Tewkesburyôs War Memorialô in 2014 to raise money for this project. 

Harry Didcote accompanies his grandmother, with the 

Vicar, Revd. E. F. Smith, to his right 
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III.  The War through the Eyes of  Combatants 

Map of First World War  

 

Synopsis of Events 

DATE WESTERN FRONT WORLD NAVAL WARFARE 

1914 Aug-Sept: Mons, Marne, Aisne  

Oct-Nov: 1st Ypres  and Trench 
Warfare 

28 July: First Declaration of 
War by Austria-Hungary 

Blockade 

Nov: Coronel and 
Falklands 

1915 Trench Warfare and 2nd Ypres  

Sept-Oct: Loos 

Dardanelles/Gallipoli/ 

Mesopotamian Campaign 

Dogger Bank 

U-Boats: Lusitania sunk 

1916 April-Dec: Germans v Verdun 

March: Conscription in UK 

Jul-Nov: The Somme 

Defeats ς Egypt: Katia and  

Mesopotamia (Iraq): Kut 

Bulgaria: Salonika,  Greece 

Battle of Jutland 

Unrestricted U-Boats 

1917 Spring: Germans withdraw to 
Hindenburg Line 

Jul-Nov: 3rd Ypres (Passchendaele) 

 

Trench Warfare 

April USA enters WWI 

 

Nov: Russian Bolshevik 
Revolution 

Dec: Jerusalem taken from 
Turks 

Unrestricted U-Boats 

German Blockade 

 tightens 

1918 21 March: German Attack 

 

8 Aug: Allied Counter-attack 

11 November:  Armistice 

Russia makes peace: UK 
sends force to fight in Civil 
War 

UK Italian Campaign v. 
Austria 

German allies withdraw 

Germany: Turnip Winter 
because of Blockade 

German Naval Mutiny 

 

Blockade continues until 
June 

1919 28 June: Peace of Paris, signed by most belligerents, ends war 

1920-1926 Memorials erected in Tewkesbury 
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A. 1914: ñOver by Christmasò? The Period of Optimism 

Events and Map of the War of the Autumn of 1914 

DATE MILITARY 

August 4 Britain declares War on Germany after attack on Belgium 
14 August 
23-24 August 
 
26 August 
7-10 Sept. 
 
12-15 Sept. 
 
1 October 
19 Oct.- 
22 Nov. 
 
24-25 Dec. 

BEF of 5 Divisions (80,000 soldiers) arrived in France. 
Battle of Mons; the BEF delayed the German advance in Belgium; 1,600 British 
casualties and 2,000 German 
Battle of Le Cateau: UK loses 7,182; Germans 2,900 
άMiracle on the Marneέ where the French and BEF thwarted the German 
attempt to capture Paris; British casualties, 15,000. 
Battle of the Aisne, an offensive against the German retreat from the Marne; 
start of trench warfare.  First official Tewkesbury death. 
the BEF started the transfer to Flanders to protect the Channel Ports;   
First Battles of Ypres ς the last attempt by both sides to force a decisive 
breakthrough on the Western Front in 1914. The attacks failed so the Germans 
dug into the higher, drier ground and both sides regrouped.  
The Christmas Truce: we think no Tewkesburians took part. 

 
In an era when newspapers were the only source of official news, the people of Tewkesbury had to wait until 

Saturday 8 August 1914 to read officially about the state of war.  The authorities had already taken action 

before war was declared on Tuesday 4 August.  Banks had been closed for the week on Sunday and on 

Wednesday formal news of the declaration, in fact, reached the town.  The mood may have been solemn ï 

yet the Territorials were mobilised ñin excellent spiritsò.
10

  On Friday, the Lancers actually commandeered 

horses at the Swan Inn for the cavalry.  In the meantime, former Regulars, who had served their time but still 

remained in the Reserve, flocked back to join their local regiments ï the 1
st
 Gloucesters in this county. 

                                                           
10

  Register,  8 August 1914 p1 and research by David Willavoys 
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The BEF: Regulars and Reservists 

According to previously made plans, the BEF of 80,000 men under the command of General Sir John 

French was despatched to France on 14 August 1914 in order to expel the Germans from Belgium.  The 1
st
 

Gloucesters travelled appropriately in SS Gloucester Castle and the army received an enthusiastic welcome 

from the French population.  It was then moved forward in cattle trucks to meet the German attack but this 

small professional army was involved in a war where the two major 

western protagonists, Germany and France, had raised conscript 

armies of approximately 4 and 3.6 million men respectively 

However, the BEF only reached the frontier town of Mons, before 

overwhelming German invaders had occupied the Belgian capital 

city, Brussels, as part of the German Schlieffen Plan, which required 

the defeat of France within six weeks.  The speediest route to Paris 

lay through the lowlands of Belgium, despite the fact that in 1839 

both Britain and Prussia (now Germany) had signed a treaty 

guaranteeing Belgian independence.  The commitment to that treaty 

was the catalyst for Britainôs declaration of war on 4 August. 

It was at Mons that the first battle took place between Britain and 

Germany on 23 August 1914.  The rapid and accurate rifle fire of the 

British inflicted significant casualties on the invaders at a cost of 

1,600 but the Germanôs greater numerical strength and superiority of 

firepower forced the BEF to start what became known as the Retreat 

from Mons.   

This proved to be a 200-mile epic of endurance over 13 days in the 

summer heat with little rest at night, as the army tried to avoid defeat, 

while being harassed by the advancing German troops.  On 19 

August, the Kaiser had allegedly given the order to ñexterminate the 

treacherous English and walk over General Frenchôs contemptible 

little armyò.   

However, the BEFôs rear-guard was constantly harassed so that on 

26 August it stopped to engage the pursuers at Le Cateau, where it suffered the losses of 7,182 killed with 

2,600 taken prisoner.  One of the dead was Major F. G. Thoyts.
11

  The 1
st
 Gloucesters lost its first officer 

whose body was retrieved by Tewkesburian, William Styles.  The BEF caused 2,900 casualties but, despite 

the apparent disparity, it had crucially avoided defeat and the retreat continued in good order with flanks 

protected by British and French cavalry.  However, it was a very hot summer with the army short of both 

food and water and only able to rest for short periods each day with the best accommodation at night being a 

bivouac in the stubble of a cornfield. 

The leadership suffered a strategic crisis at the end of August.  Gen. French had concluded that the only 

way, in which he could save his army from destruction, was by taking it out of line and retreating behind the 

Seine for recuperation and refitting.  This plan was much to the consternation of Gen. Joffre, the 

Commander-in-Chief of the beleaguered French Army.  It was only the personal intervention on 1 September 

of Secretary of State for War, Lord Kitchener , who visited Gen. French expressly to overrule him.  He was 

ordered to continue the trek to the River Marne in concert with the French army.  The BEF succeeded in 

crossing the river on 3 September, enabling the retreat to end in apparent exhaustion with estimated 

casualties of 15,000 of the 80,000 who had arrived in France a month earlier.  No more Tewkesburians had 

been killed in the retreat.  It was evident, therefore, that the German advance had been slowed down; Paris 

had been saved ï and the soldiers proudly dubbed themselves óOld Contemptiblesô.  Despite all its suffering, 

the BEF was still capable of continuing the fight ï and so it proved. 

Unbeknown to the Allies on 30 August, however, the German commanders had themselves made a fatal 

mistake by changing the direction of their advance to the south east of Paris, rather than passing to the west 

as the Schlieffen Plan had demanded.   

                                                           
11

 The father of  Major Thoyts, a former Mayor of Cheltenham, resided at the Mythe for only a short time until his death 

in 1918. For that reason, the Major is not included on the Townôs war memorials, except for the Abbey Memorial to 

Volunteers.  He has been included, however, in our Extended Role of Honour on page 107. 

A postcard from France sent home 

 by a member of the BEF  

[Bishop-Todd] 
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Despite its fatigue after 13 days of fighting retreat, the BEF counter-attacked on 7 September and, led by 

cavalry, drove the invaders back north across the River Marne by 

10 September.  The Allies faced 900,000 German troops.  By 9 

September the attack seemed to be faltering but the Germans 

again erred by themselves ordering a retreat.  Thanks to the 

ñMiracle of the Marneò, Paris had been saved and the German 

plans for a quick victory had been thwarted. 

On 12 September, the advance continued north to the River 

Aisne, led by the cavalry, but the Germans managed to retreat in 

good order until the river was reached.  The pursuit then ground 

to a halt under fire from the German machine-guns and artillery; 

the enemy was digging in on the higher ground north of the river.  

There followed ñ16 days under an unceasing fire day and night; 

raining nearly the whole time, and without any overcoatsò.    

Tewkesbury lost its first accredited casualty on the Aisne: Pte. 

Henry Newman [À] of 1st Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire 

Regiment, who died of his wounds as a prisoner.  The set-back at 

the Battle of the Aisne proved to be the beginning of four years of 

Trench Warfare. 

At this crucial point, the Germans changed the line of their 

attack and moved towards capturing the Channel ports, so vital 

for British supplies and reinforcements.  This phase was known as 

the ñRace for the Seaò.  The British troops, including the 1
st
 

Gloucesters, were then moved by rail to a town, which would 

become infamously synonymous with the war ï Ypres.  During 

encounters between both sides, two local men were lost: Pte. 

Reginald Clarke [À], 18th (Queen Mary's Own) Hussars (whose 

contribution on the Marne had been commended by Gen. French), possibly died of wounds in German 

captivity and Pte. Alfred Newton [À], of 1st Royal Warwicks, died during heavy shelling.  Both had their 

names only commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial. 

There followed the First Battle of Ypres from 19 October to 22 November 1914, which represented the 

last attempt by both Allied and German forces to force a decisive breakthrough on the Western Front in 

1914. Simultaneous advances met óhead onô, with a series of bitterly contested actions following, in which 

superior German numbers forced the Allies into the fiercest of defensive battles.  The fighting (in which 

French support was vital to British resistance) was widespread, desperate and continuous, with three critical 

phases of action.  Ultimately, neither side prevailed: the shape of the Western Front for the next four years 

was set by the end of 1914. 

More Tewkesbury men lost their lives in battles in subsequent fighting, especially in very effective 

German counter-attacks.  Pte. W. J. Barnfield [À] was one of 127 casualties of the 1
st
 Gloucesters at 

Langmarck.  In the same battle two Apperley men were wounded: Pte. Fred Pope recovered well enough to 

be returned to the Front but Pte. William Humphries was wounded in his left thigh by a rifle bullet and also 

lost the sight of his left eye. (His story did have a silver lining: his engagement was announced in March 

1915, whilst he was recuperating in a private convalescent home.  He survived the war.)  

Following their failure to break the Allied line at Langmarck, the Germans switched their attack to 

Gheluvelt. The battle began on 29 October, when the 1
st
 Gloucesters suffered 167 casualties, including Pte. 

Richard Day [À].  A further 120 were captured to spend the rest of the war as POWs including Pte. John 

Hanson.
12

  In the same action, Pte. Harold G. Stubbs [À], of the 2
nd

 Grenadier Guards, died from his 

wounds.  The climax was a crucial action on 31 October, when the British line was broken. However, the 

initiative of local commanders and a bold attack by the 2
nd 

Worcesters restored the situation.   Not to be 

deterred, then came the last ferocious assault of the season at Nonne Boschen, led by the elite Prussian Guard 

Division, which lost 17,500 perhaps irreplaceable attackers against the losses of 7,850 defenders.  Pte. W. 

Keylock [À], of the 1
st
 Gloucesters died of wounds sustained in the valiant defence that proved of such long- 

term significance. 
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 Pte. Hansonôs contribution to the history of captivity is to be found on page 104. 

A post-card despatched in Sept. 1915 ï  

an exaggerated claim? [G. Baker] 
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The Germans had, indeed, failed to make their own break-through and, although fighting continued, the 

concerted attacks petered out in bad weather.  The Channel Ports were ï for now 

ï safe.  That failure had cost the Germans losses of 46,765.  The serious concern 

for the Allies was that they now held a deep salient at Ypres, overlooked by the 

enemy. The cost in casualties of the fighting had been enormous: 58,155 of the 

BEF were casualties: the óOld Contemptiblesô, all regulars, had effectively 

ceased to exist. 

In December, the 1
st
 Gloucesters were transferred to the Festubert area near 

Givenchy.  This change afforded little respite in the short term because the 

battalion then took part in the Battle of Givenchy (18 December-22 December), 

an attack initiated by a request from the French to relieve pressure at Arras; the 

cost to the battalion was 45 men killed, 109 wounded and four taken prisoner. 

Pte. Charles Hurcombe [À] was declared missing after this action although his 

body was only discovered on 21 February 1915. His temporary grave was 

destroyed in later fighting and he is commemorated only by name on Le Touret 

Memorial. 

For the 1st Gloucesters fighting had come to an end for 1914.  After nearly 

three months of continuous action, the battalion had suffered 945 casualties; of 

the original complement that sailed to France in August, only two officers and 

100 óOther Ranksô were still fit for duty.  It was of little enough comfort that 

400 reinforcements had arrived to prepare the battalion for the battles in 1915.  Any feelings of optimism, 

however, had been by now completely dispelled. 

For the Allies as a whole, the year had ended in 

disappointment and stalemate.  Although the 

German invasion had been checked, their forces 

still occupied swathes of Northern France and 

nearly all of Belgium.  Although there is no 

universal agreement as to precise casualty figures 

the cost had been high. Britain had suffered more 

than 98,000 casualties up to the end of the year, a 

significant proportion of the pre-war regular Army. 

Meanwhile the French, with a much larger army 

fighting over a wider area, had lost something like 

ten times that number. Their casualties were in the 

region of one million men of which it is estimated 

that over 450, 000 were killed; approximately one 

third of the French soldiers killed in the entire war 

lost their lives in the first five months.  By the end 

of the year the BEF had grown in size to 11 infantry 

divisions and five cavalry divisions (estimated at 

around 270,000 men). It was holding some 24 miles 

of the front, including the hazardous Ypres Salient, 

through the low-lying Flanders plain, where the 

shallow trenches often flooded. 

 

 

 In November 1914, an advertisement was placed in 

the national press inviting monetary contributions to 

a óSailors & Soldiers Christmas Fundô, created by 

Princess Mary, the seventeen year old daughter of 

King George V and Queen Mary. The purpose was 

to provide everyone wearing the Kingôs uniform and 

serving overseas on Christmas Day 1914 with a ógift 

from the nationô. (www.kinnethmont.co.uk) 

The Mons Star & Clasp 

awarded for this 

campaign. 

A Soldier contemplating his "Gift from the Nation" 

[Hammerton] 
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Naval Warfare 

We have already noted that the role of the Navy was much less prominent than that anticipated, since the 

arms race for building Dreadnoughts had caused much of the tension that propelled both German and British 

people into a ójingoisticô frame of mind.  

The Navy had three main aims ï first: to ensure that the BEF could be supplied without interference.  

That was successful as the Channel was never attacked directly by the High Seas Fleet, although submarine 

warfare subsequently became a threat.  Second: to place a blockade on ports so that the Germans could be 

starved out of the war.  After four years this policy proved successful and this unglamorous campaign played 

a significant role in defeating Germany.  Third: to protect British commerce, as Britain was dependent upon 

imports to feed its population and to provide raw materials.  The crisis year was 1917!
13

 

Immediately war was declared, a naval squadron including HMS Monmouth, a pre-Dreadnought battle 

cruiser, with professional sailor, William Halling [À], as a crew-member, was sent to the South Atlantic to 

meet the threat of surface raiders.  It had joined the squadron in time to meet the German Pacific Squadron 

that had been forced by the alliance with Japan to leave Chinese waters.  The two squadrons met at the Battle 

of Coronel, off the coast of Chile and the superior German squadron easily defeated the inferior British force 

on 1 November.  Monmouth, along with Good Hope and Glasgow, was lost in what was the worst British 

naval defeat of the First World War ï and the first British defeat at sea since the War of 1812.  Monmouth 

was sunk with all hands, including Able Seaman Halling.  

Even though the Germans enjoyed an easy victory, 

destroying two enemy armoured cruisers for just three 

men injured, the engagement also cost half their 

irreplaceable supply of ammunition.  Shock at the 

British losses led to an immediate reaction and the 

despatch of more ships that, in turn, destroyed the 

majority of the German squadron at the Battle of the 

Falkland Islands. British commerce was safe from 

such surface predators ï for the time being.  

The Germans did try to entice the Navy into battle 

in the North Sea in December 1914, when a force 

evaded the blockade and shelled Hartlepool, Whitby  

and Scarborough.  The attack resulted in 137 fatalities 

and 592 wounded, many of whom were civilians.  The 

attack resulted in public outrage towards the German 

navy for an attack against civilians ï and against the 

Royal Navy for its failure to prevent the raid.  It was, 

however, a very helpful stimulus for the desperate 

need to persuade men to join the armed forces.  

Recruitment had fallen to its lowest level since August 

but, in January 1915, it spiked at 117,860.
14

 

Despite this flurry of activity the naval war seemed 

superficially to play a secondary role although the 

supply ships crossed the Channel unhindered and the 

blockade of ports gradually gathered strength.  In 1915 

the naval war concentrated upon the North and Irish 

Seas in order to combat the U-Boat menace.
15

 

                                                           
13

 For further discussion, see page 59. 
14

 Peter Simkins, Kitchenerôs Army (1988). He is currently President of the Western Front Association and addressed 

THS in the 1990s. All figures on national recruitment are taken from this book. 
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 For further discussion, see page 22. 

Recruitment poster exploiting the attacks 

 [Remember Scarborough.co.uk] 
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The Recruitment ñStormò  

The day after war was declared Field Marshal Lord Kitchener was appointed Secretary of State for War, the 

first soldier appointed to this position, and it was his responsibility to coordinate the war effort. He predicted 

that the war would not be over by Christmas and would last for at least three years. That being so the British 

Regular Army was far too small to sustain such a war.  He had a great mistrust of the 300,000-strong 

Territorial Force, its main disadvantage being that it was designed only for Home Defence and he was 

unsure that men would volunteer to serve abroad.  Territorials were, therefore, required to óvolunteerô a 

second time to serve abroad ï and about 90% did so.  By the end of August, 70 Battalions had volunteered.  

In Gloucestershire there were three Territorial Battalions ï the 4
th
, 5

th
 and 6

th
: most Tewkesbury men served 

in the 1
st
/5

th
 Battalion.

16
  

This mistrust, as well as the need for a much bigger army, led Kitchener to persevere with his plan to 

raise a ñNew Armyò (later known as Kitchenerôs Army). Initially he called for a million men ï eventually 2.5 

million volunteered.  Kitchener decided that it would be part of the existing system of county regiments and 

local recruiting offices were set up to enlist volunteers. It became evident that men would be more willing to 

enlist with those whom they knew, hence the phenomena of ñPals Battalionsò or in the case of the authorôs 

home town of Grimsby, ñChumsò ï both terms were used in those days for groups of friends.  

The optimistic and enthusiastic desire to volunteer was a fascinating phenomenon of the time ï and one 

which was evident in most belligerent countries ï in the wish for a short and, inevitably, victorious war.  The 

reasons are complex and much debated.  In the long term, there was a form of aggressive patriotism evident 

in most countries but, in the short term, it was less easy to explain. Certainly the German invasion of 

Belgium placed the British government firmly on the high moral ground and there was a belief in patriotic 

duty.  On the other side of the coin, perhaps men seemed to have less to lose by volunteering: few people had 

mortgages and most only weekly tenancies and monotonous jobs with little career advancement.  

We have noted that, as early as 8 August, the Tewkesbury Record published the first list of those already 

serving in the War; schools almost competed to list their patriotic former pupils. On 15 August the Register 

published Kitchenerôs call of ñRally to the Flagò.  However, the Vicar was not yet satisfied with the 

response as he demonstrated in his sermon of 23 August: ñThey came not to the help of the Lordò.  On 29 

August a meeting in Twyning claimed that ñYour Country Wills You To Dutyò and, in the same edition, it 

was claimed that ñabout 240 (had) gone to warò.  

 

 

The Recruiting Surge of 2 September 1914 

[(Register] 

The Mayor sends off recruits from the Railway Station 

to Horfield Barracks, 26 September 1914 [Graphic] 

It was on that day that recruitment in Tewkesbury ï and nationally ï surged into a ñstormò with that 

"inspiring" meeting in the Watson Hall, when 80 recruits stormed on to the stage ï and received a badge.  

That week came the first publication of a ñRoll of Honourò celebrating the many who served with ñLord 

Kitchener's Armiesò, along with entreaties to families to post information. ñMore NCOs Wantedò ï these 

were ñDug Outsò ï ex-servicemen often from the Boer War needed to train new soldiers. By 26 September 

there were 669 names ñwith 26 added since last issueò. Nationally, that month saw what proved to be the 

greatest number of recruits ï 174,901.  

The Graphicôs photograph illustrates the formal despatch of the men with, apparently, the whole town 

including the Mayor turning out to wave them off. ñMore Tewkesbury men for Berlinò were to keep on 
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following, as the government exhorted: ñAnother Half Million Men Wantedò. Villagers came by cars lent by 

local worthies; there were also gifts of tobacco from Dr. A. F. Turner and auctioneer C. C. Moore!  

Perhaps it was inevitable that recruitment dipped in October but news, trickling through about the Retreat 

from Mons, encouraged 169,862 to volunteer in November. On 7 November, the Register claimed that they 

had ñ786 Names with 25 added since the last issueò.  It was the Abbey, which chronicled the list of 

volunteers systematically with its first Memorial of 1916: it recorded 689 volunteers (including Regulars, 

Reservists and Territorials), the majority of whom (610) joined the army.  

Apart from the reaction to the East Coast shelling, volunteering was in decline and it is perhaps 

significant that, as early as 17 October, the Register published a letter, in a somewhat facetious style, from 

"White Feather Hotel" claiming that able-bodied young men of Tewkesbury were not joining up.
17

 

Trench Warfare during the Winter  

Historically warfare obeyed the dictates of the seasons.  In the mechanised warfare of World War I, there 

was little respite from the suffering of war.  Wyrall records that ñheavy rain, 

alternating with frost and snow, turned trenches into muddy waterways, in 

which men were forced to stand for hours suffering the agonies of rheumatism 

and frost biteò.
18

   Although the ferocious battles around Ypres may have then 

petered out, large armies have to be kept busy, ñmaintaining an offensive 

spiritò.
19

  While the BEF might have wished for time to recover, the French 

were as determined as ever to rid their soil of the invader.  

On 25 January 1915, again at Givenchy, this time it was the Germans who 

attacked with 1
st 

Gloucesters bearing its brunt.  It was defeated but at cost of 37 

casualties and the award of five gallantry medals ï but no Tewkesburian was 

lost.  After six months of almost continuous fighting, the battalion was 

withdrawn from the fighting zone until October 1915.  

The 2
nd

 Gloucesters, however, arrived in France in the middle of winter on 

18 December 1914.  Located on Empire duty in China on the outbreak of war, 

it had promptly returned and was despatched to France after a rapid turnaround 

in the UK.  Although in early 1915 officially ñno matters of outstanding 

interestò occurred, the battalion underwent a ñhardening periodò.  

Moreover, it was the 2nd Gloucesters that suffered the first fatality of 1915, during a period of trench 

warfare. Pte. F J. Collins [À] had enjoyed just four days home leave before re-embarking and, after 

Christmas, he wrote home informing them about ñPrincess Maryôs Christmas card and message, which he 

very much prizedò. The next news came in the Register report that ñMr. and Mrs. Collins have heard from a 

comrade, who saw their son killed, that he was struck by a piece of shrapnel, and death was instantaneousò 

on 4 February 1915. The Battalion War Diary added that there was ñVery heavy artillery fire all dayò near 

Ypres.  Unusually for such a Diary, it actually named the ñOther Ranksò killed.  

We have seen that both regular battalions had taken losses in the autumn and winter of 1914-15 but their 

brethren in the Territorial and Service battalions enjoyed the leisure of winter training in the UK. The 1
st
/5

th
 

was at Chelmsford, Essex, and the 10
th
 Gloucesters managed to spend winter in billets in Cheltenham. 

Winter training was not without its hazards:  Tewkesbury lost its first volunteer, 37-year-old Pte. Thomas 

Underwood [À], who died of pneumonia in Malvern Hospital.  He was a veteran ñMilitia manò who, in the 

1910 procession on the death of  King Edward VII, was one of those who ñwore the medals they had earned 

in the service of the Crownò.  The death of this father of six struck a chord in the district and £81 was raised 

by public subscription for the familyôs benefit.  Despite this effort, three of the children still had to be taken 

into homes of the Church of Englandôs Waifs and Strays Society.
20

  

Christmas 1914 had, indeed, arrived but it brought no prophesied end to the war ï merely some 

spontaneous and informal truces in which Pte. H. Preston [À] may well have participated.
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Winter in the Trenches 

[Hammerton] 



ñNoble Band of Heroesò 

16 
 

B. 1915: A Year of Futile Campaigns on Land and at Sea?  

Trench Warfare: the Arrival of the Territorials and First Volunteers 

In the west, the German strategy for 1915 was based on a predominantly defensive approach; priority was 

given to the Eastern Front, where it expected to achieve more against the Russians than on the deadlocked 

Western Front.  French perspective differed: their only option was to pursue an offensive policy to try and 

liberate Northern France.  Although not under direct French command, the BEFôs efforts were dictated by 

French strategy; the Allies were fighting as a Coalition ï in which Britain was the junior partner. 

 
MAIN EVENTS OF THE FRONT IN 1915 

Spring 1915                   Autumn 1915 
10-13 March 
22 April 
9 May 
15-25 May 
25 May  
 

Battle of Neuve Chapelle  
Second Battles of Ypres 
Battle of Aubers Ridge 
Battle of Festubert 
End of 2nd Ypres 
 

25 Sept. 
25-28 Sept.  
8-14 Oct. 
4 Nov 
25 Nov. 
Nov.-Dec. 

Third Battle of Artois 
Battle of Loos 
Resumption of the Battle of Loos 
End of battle season 
2nd Gloucesters entrain for Salonika 
Trench Warfare continues 

The 2
nd

 Gloucesters were involved in March in the Battle of Neuve Chapelle, the first large-scale 

organised attack undertaken by the BEF. Intended as a joint Allied offensive, the simultaneous French attack 

was cancelled.  The battle was a tactical success in that the attackers broke into German defences ï but a 

strategic failure as they were unable to break through to objectives beyond.  Nevertheless, it had 

demonstrated British offensive capabilities to the French. 

Before the Allies could launch their next offensive, however, the Germans struck at Ypres, the focal point 

for much of the efforts of the BEF. There were four major battles for the medieval town during a four-year 

period, as well as numerous minor actions, and something like half of the British soldiers killed on the 

Western Front were lost in or around this sector.  On 22 April the Germans attacked the northern flank of the 

Ypres Salient, in what became known as the Second Battles of Ypres.  The offensive was used primarily as a
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means of diverting Allied attention from the Eastern Front and for using of chlorine gas to make up for 

depleted reserves.  The latter was the most significant new development of the war so far but was largely 

experimental at this stage.  German objectives at Ypres were limited to seizing the high ground around the 

villages of Pilckem and Langemarck, in the hope that it would become impossible for the Allies to hold the 

Salient.  The German gas attack proved a complete surprise and the French, with no protection against the 

effects of gas, were forced to retreat, which evoked great sympathy from the British Commander-in-Chief, 

Sir John French.  The German attack captured considerable ground but, lacking reserves, they failed to 

exploit their success ï thus missing the one opportunity they had of a breakthrough in the west in 1915. 

British and Canadian troops quickly plugged the gap and held the line at great cost.  Yet they could not 

regain any of the lost ground. In May a letter from the trenches reported: ñI saw some of our infantrymen last 

night. They were affected by the awful gasses the Germans are using ï it was a terrible sight. They were 

absolutely helpless ï like anyone drunk and black in the face.  It is more like murder than war, the methods 

they are adopting, but I hope we shall soon be able to have our own back on themò.  General French would 

later fulfil the soldierôs hope ï at the cost of many lives of Gloucestershire soldiers at the Battle of Loos.  

By 7 April, 2
nd

 Gloucesters had been transferred to Ypres; it was to prove a torrid experience.  At the time 

of the gas attack, the battalion was holding support positions around Sanctuary Wood, following a tactical 

withdrawal, when they were pursued by the enemy who occupied the evacuated trenches.  The War Diary for 

5 May reported heavy shelling throughout the day, resulting in many casualties. L/Cpl. Charles Wyse [À] 

was undoubtedly killed during this bombardment; his body was never recovered nor identified.  Although 

Pte. John H. Cook [À] died on 11 May 1915 in a base hospital in Boulogne of wounds, they were probably 

sustained during the same bombardment that had killed Wyse.  Pte. Walter King [À] had only arrived as a 

replacement on 27 April and, by the 11-12 May, the Battalion suffered regular German attacks, after which 

they retaliated with their own counter-attack s, some at bayonet point. Pte. King was initially posted as 

missing ï yet the CWGC date of his death pinpoints it to the time of the artillery exchanges of 11-12 May. 

Whilst the 2
nd 

Gloucesters were fighting at Ypres, the 1
st
 Gloucesters, including Boer War veteran Pte. F. 

J. Woolcott [À], took part in the disastrous Battle of Aubers Ridge on 9 May.  This was undertaken to 

support a major French offensive, the first of a series of Allied attacks.  These were intended to exploit 

German weakness, following transfer of troops to Russia, and to seize vital upland ridges as a prelude to the 

much desired óbreakthroughô.  The battalion lost 264 men because of poor planning and inadequate shell 

supply ï problems which should have been resolved before attempting the Battle of Loos.  It is important to 

record losses in trench warfare because of the sheer physical hardships the soldiers suffered.  Pte. H. S. 

Thompson [À] was a Reservist who arrived in theatre on 20 January 1915 to join the 1
st
 Gloucesters.  

However, within a month, the Register reported that he was ñnow in Wincanton Hospital, suffering from 

frost biteò.  Discharged from the army with a Silver War Badge, he had returned to civilian life.  Yet he died 

in 1920 of Tuberculosis, a likely consequence of his time in the trenches.  

The battles for higher ground continued at Festubert.  Harry Preston [À], who was living in Croydon in 

1914, had joined the 2
nd

 West Surreys and lost his life in this battle on 16 May, in what was effectively the 

second phase of that Allied offensive.  This was designed to attract German divisions to the British front, 

rather than strengthening their defences opposite the French near Arras. It was at this point that the Register 

commented that: ñPrivate Preston was one of the noble band of heroes, and Tewkesbury should be proud 

that one of its sons  laid down his gallant young life in the service of his King and Countryò.  

Meanwhile the pressure in the Ypres Salient was constant and the trench warfare in that area caused the 

death of another exile.  Pte. James Cole [À], a married 42-year-old Reservist living in Swindon, had been 

posted to the 1
st
 Wilts as a replacement.  On 16 June, he was killed in the confused and fierce fighting during 

an attack on the German trench system at Bellewaarde Ridge at the apex of the Ypres Salient. 

Apart from persistent trench warfare, the summer of 1915 remained relatively quiet but, at the request of 

the French, the British agreed to an extension of their Front south of Ypres, and to an offensive in September 

before the weather broke. This offensive was the British component of the wider Third Battle of Artois, an 

attempt by the French to break through the German defences and restore a war of movement.  The location 

for the British attack was chosen by the French and they selected the Loos sector.  This was a mining region 

north of Arras, an area not favoured by the British.  When surveying the locality, where the Germans were 

securely dug into an industrial landscape of mining suburbs, slag-heaps and pitheads, one senior commander 

claimed that ñit is most unfavourable ground and we shall be heavily taken uponò.  The British C-in-C, Sir 
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John French, with the support of Gen. Haig, decided against the attack: ñWe should not be helping the 

French by throwing away thousands of lives knocking our heads against a brick wallò.  Coalition 

imperatives prevailed.  The French C-in-C, General Joffre, applied severe pressure and, following Allied 

setbacks elsewhere, Lord Kitchener ordered Generals French and Haig to accept Joffreôs plan. 

There were two new features in the offensive, now known as the Battle of Loos. The first was the 

introduction ï albeit earlier than Kitchener had originally intended ï of New Army 

Service Battalions to augment the Regular and Territorial units.
21

  Thus the 10
th
 

Gloucesters, which had been sent to France in August, was allocated to the Regular 

1st Division, replacing a Guards battalion.  The 1
st
 Gloucesters were in the same 

division and acted as their mentors.  The second feature was the availability of gas, 

which eased Haigôs fears about the BEFôs shortage of heavy artillery and 

ammunition stocks.  (Sir John French himself had criticised the inadequate supply 

of shells in the press in May.)  Over 5,000 canisters were hauled to the front-line 

and the gas was released at 05.50 hrs on 25 September but it behaved erratically as a 

result of the varying wind conditions.  In the south where the gas drifted into the 

German trenches the attack was successful ï virtually all the objectives were seized, 

including the village of Loos itself. 

In the north, it was a different story and the attacks largely failed.  Some of the 

gas blew back into British positions creating confusion ï over 2,500 were gassed, 

although there were only seven fatalities.  After the initial shock, the German defenders recovered and 

emerged from their strengthened defences to subject the British to murderous machine-gun fire.  The 

ñFighting 10
th
 advanced through all objectivesò ï but lost 459 men in the process.  Among them were many 

local men: Sgt. T. Hall  [À] ñwas killed in action whilst leading his menò; Cpl. J. A. Simms [À]; L/Cpl . 

Arthur Harrison  [À] (a school teacher and member of the Volunteer Training Corps: ñthe first of those who 

enlisted from that body to lay down his lifeò);  Pte. E. Nunney [À] and Pte. C. W. Wagstaffe [À] of the 2
nd

 

Oxford & Bucks.  On 26 September the reserves, comprising two New Army divisions held back by General 

French  in controversial circumstances, were thrown into the battle to try to exploit the first dayôs success.  

They were repulsed with heavy casualties.  This decision would be a major factor in the removal of General 

French as the British C-in-C.  A further attack on 27 September to stabilize the situation involved the Guards 

Division that included in its ranks Tewkesburian, Pte. Ernest Rice [À].  A Reservist in the 4
th
 Grenadiers, he 

was killed, when ñthe guardsmen immediately ran into scything machine-gun fireò.  As the British tried to 

consolidate their positions in the next few days, they were subjected to heavy shelling: this took the life, on 

29 September, of one of the few Tewkesbury cavalrymen, Trooper W. G. Dutton [À] (2
nd

 Life Guards).  He 

was fighting as dismounted infantry, using bicycles for transport.
22

  

It might have been expected that inexperienced troops like the 10
th
 Gloucesters, would have been 

withdrawn for recuperation ï but they remained in place.  In a German counter-attack on 8 October, 

however, the 1
st
 Gloucesters took the brunt, losing 134 men including Sgt. Tom New [À].  The Register 

reported that ñfighting side by side were two Tewkesbury brothers, Sgt. Tom and L/Cpl Ernest New (who) 

were caught up in the thick of the fighting.  Tom was mortally wounded and removed to a casualty clearing 

station where he died the following dayò.  Ernest New survived, wounded by shrapnel, but Cpl. A. J. 

Didcote [À] was killed.  Yet another attack was ordered on 13 October: the 10
th
 Gloucesters had a further 

150 casualties and were at last withdrawn from the line.  One replacement, Pte Joseph Cook [À], had arrived 

in theatre on 4 October to replace the battalionôs losses.  He was possibly in time to take part in the final 

attack on 13 October, also a failure.  (Pte. Cookôs family still claims that his death in 1919 was a 

consequence of his being gassed.
23

)  

Although minor fighting continued for some weeks, the attack was effectively called off on 14 October.  

Despite heavy casualties, there had been considerable success on the first day in breaking into the deep 

enemy positions near Loos.  As so often happened, however, the opportunities could not be exploited, 

resulting in stalemate. The BEF suffered nearly 60,000 casualties (around 16,000 killed, including three 

Major Generals).  The French offensives fared little better with losses of over 200,000.  The end of the Battle 

of Loos signalled the conclusion of the offensives planned for 1915, although localised fighting continued.   
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  The first local óKitchener Battalionô to be thrust into battle was 7
th
 Gloucesters in Gallipoli on 26 July 1915. 
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 See N. J. Christian, In the Shadow of the Lone Tree, [2nd Ed., 2012] for an excellent account of the 10

th
 Gloucesters. 
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 For further discussion, see page 90. 
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As part of the expansion of the BEF during 1915, the first line units of the three Territorial Battalions of 

the Gloucestershire Regiment ï those that had volunteered for overseas service ï had landed in France at the 

end of March: the 1
st
/4

th
, 1

st
/6

th
 and 1

st
/5

th
 battalions, the 

last of which contained most of the Tewkesbury 

Territorials. Indeed the ñOld Contemptibleò ï and 

unofficial Register reporter ï Pte. Jack White, sent a list 

of Territorials for the interest of local readers in July 

1915.  They were soon introduced to trench warfare in 

the Ypres sector.  In August, Pte.  F. W. Harvey, later a 

war poet, first found local renown winning the DCM with 

a ñbrilliant little patrol engagementò, which resulted in 

the killing of three of the enemy.  A repeat action in 1916, 

however, resulted in his capture. There was no medal for 

Lt. T. H. Moore [À], the first member of the local 

Territorials to be killed.  On 27 September 1915 he 

exuded the requisite óoffensive spiritô and, as his CO 

wrote, ñyour son was an exceptional officer... died 

bravely.. .shot while in charge of a patrol engaged in reconnaissance work and while nobly attempting to 

rescue a stricken corporal [Rodway] ...ò.  The loss of a leading member of local society must have been 

traumatic in bringing home the impact of war.  

Others just disappeared in this form of warfare. Pte. Ernest Williams [À], a local reservist allocated to 

the 6
th
 Dorsets upon re-enlistment, was merely listed as ñkilled in actionò on 13 December.  As there were 

no major actions being fought at the time, it does suggest that his death was caused by random shelling or 

sniper fire.  The last Tewkesbury man to die on the Western Front in 1915 brings us back to the ñFighting 

10
th
ò which still found little respite after Loos. The Battalion had been relieved and spent the next month 

resting and recuperating. On 14 November 1915, the Battalion returned to the Loos area and, as was the 

norm during quiet periods, moved regularly between the front line and reserve positions, resting, training, re-

equipping and even cleaning streets.  From 14 to 26 December 1915 the Battalion was in the front line 

trenches and the War Diary noted: ñBattalion in Loos sector and employed as a digging or pioneer battalion, 

5 casualtiesò. Pte. C. H. Bailey [À] was undoubtedly one of them, as he was killed by a shell-burst on 19 

December.  In a letter to his parents a fellow battalion member, Pte. A. W. Woolcott, commented that: ñhe 

died a hero on the battle field, doing his duty nobly for King and Countryò. 

On 21 November, after being mercifully stationed in a quiet sector, the 2
nd

 Gloucesters entrained for 

Salonika, war having been declared on Bulgaria.  The war was expanding to engulf more of the world.
24

 

As 1915 came to a close, another year of disappointment and huge losses for the Allies, some key events 

unfolded.  General French, as we have seen, was replaced by General Sir Douglas Haig as commander of the 

BEF.  The decision had also been taken to evacuate Gallipoli ï which, as we shall see, was a very expensive 

and unsuccessful sideshow ï and concentrate efforts on the Western Front.  The British Army in France was 

continuing to grow and, at the year-end, comprised 37 infantry divisions and five cavalry divisions, giving it 

a strength of nearly one million men; the BEF now held around 70 miles of the front.  Its casualties for 1915 

amounted to 312,000 men; those in the French Army exceeded 1.2 million. 

The Gallipoli Campaign: Ending the Stalemate? 

The Gallipoli Campaign of 1915 was a bold ï but some would say misconceived ï attempt to end the 

stalemate on the Western front by launching a campaign against Turkey.  The Allies had originally sent 

supplies to the Russians via the only available route, the Dardanelles and the Black Sea.  That became 

impossible after the Allies declared war on Turkey (the Ottoman Empire) on 5 November 1914 as the Turks 

then mined the Dardanelles Straits.  The Allies saw that as an opportunity to strengthen their own cause and 

to weaken Germany, by seizing the Gallipoli Peninsula on the western shore of the Dardanelles, with 

Constantinople as its objective.  By capturing Constantinople, the Allies hoped to link up with the Russians, 

knock Turkey out of the war and, possibly, persuade the Balkan states to join the Allies. 

The campaign began with a naval attack, conceived by Winston Churchill, First Lord of the Admiralty. 

British and French warships bombarded Turkish forts on the Dardanelles Straits in February and March 
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1915. The assault failed; many of the ships were damaged or sunk by mines and the naval force was 

withdrawn.  With the element of surprise already lost, a major land invasion of the Gallipoli Peninsula 

started on 25 April, involving British and French troops, as well as divisions of the Australian and New 

Zealand Army Corps (ANZACs).  The campaign was, therefore, hastily organised to capture the north coast 

of the Peninsula and silence the Turkish artillery. Lack of sufficient intelligence and knowledge of the 

terrain, along with fierce Turkish resistance, hampered the success of the invasion.  By mid-October, Allied 

forces had suffered heavy casualties and had made little headway from their initial landing sites. 

At the outset, the nearest soldiers were Australians and New Zealanders resting in Egypt on their way to 

Europe ï and the Royal Naval Division comprising naval reservists who were surplus to requirements.  

Further British and French colonial divisions were added to create what became the Mediterranean 

Expeditionary Force.  This delay enabled the Turks to organise their defences under German command. 

Cross-Channel supply routes were never really hampered by the enemy ï but supplying an army in the 

Mediterranean mounted more significant problems. It was no surprise, therefore, that the first Tewkesbury 

loss on 17 April 1915 came with the sinking of a troopship, SS Manitou, by a Turkish submarine: ñWhat 

might have been the destruction of an entire brigade of artillery resulted in a regrettable but comparatively 

small number of casualties by drowning and bruisesò.  One of them was Shoeing-Smith Walter W. 

Pittman [À] of 147
th
 Regiment, RFA.  To lose vital guns was an inauspicious start to the campaign. 

MAP AND EVENTS OF GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN 

DATE EVENTS MAP 
August 1914 Russian defeat at Tannenburg 

 

5 Nov. 1914 UK declared war on Turkey 

18 March 1915 Naval attack via Dardannelles 

25 April  Landings at Cape Helles 

May  Formation of Coalition Government in UK 

12-13 July Third Battle of Krithia 

19 July 7th Gloucesters land 

8 August Suvla Bay Landings & Battle of Chunuk Bair 

6-21 August Battle of Sari Bair 

20 August Reinforcements land at Anzac Cove 

21 August Battle of Hill 60 

11 October Declaration of War by Bulgaria for Central 
Powers 

Dec. 1915 - 
Jan. 1916 

Evacuation of Gallipoli Theatre by Allies 

The initial landings at Cape Helles were successful, if costly, in that the Allies managed to establish poor 

quality coastal footholds.  They were not able to progress inland and were subject to effective counter-attacks 

by well-organised Turkish forces, determined to expel the invaders.  It does not seem that Tewkesbury men 

took part in these early battles.  Cpl. George Eagles [À] of the Royal Naval Division was a replacement, who 

only joined his battalion at Cape Helles on 30 May.  He was involved in the protracted trench warfare on the 

barren peninsula.  He was merely posted ñmissing, presumed deadò on 13 July, the day when his unit was 

involved in a follow-up attack to the Third Battle of Krithia.  Some limited progress was made but at great 

cost; the Royal Naval Division suffered some 600 casualties, including Cpl. Eagles. 

Six days later, reinforcements arrived straight from Britain, among them the 7
th
 Gloucesters, the first local 

Kitchener Battalion to fight.  They were soon in battle and, just a week later on 26 July, Pte. W. J. M. 

Parker [À] was shot through the head in the vicinity of Gully Ravine.  The final offensive on this front 

petered out by the middle of July so it is reasonable to assume that Pte. Parker was killed in the trench 

warfare that followed; the nature of his wound suggests he may well have been the victim of a sniper. 
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Failures caused both sides to call up reinforcements and, on 8 August, the Allies sent a new invasion 

force to Suvla Bay.  Again it was initially successful but, by the time the Allied troops attempted to move 

inland,  Turkish reinforcements had arrived to strengthen their defences.  The Battle of Sari Bair then took 

place during which the Australian 15
th
 Battalion was part of a force involved in an attack on 6 August against 

the Abdul Rahman Bair heights, known to the Australians as óHill 971ô.  The attack was a failure and, by 8 

August, this battalion alone was reduced to about 30% of its normal strength.  Pte. J. G. Coleman [À] was 

one of the casualties and was the first Tewkesbury pre-war emigrant to be killed. 

At the same time the 7
th
 Gloucesters were involved in this final attempt to break out of the Anzac Cove 

perimeter.  The Battle of Chunuk Bair was one of a number of battles to this end.  Although the plan was 

sound, previously taken aerial photographs were deceptive, as they did not reveal timber-reinforced overhead 

protection on the Turkish trenches.  The fighting was bloody, confused and both sides suffered ófriendly fireô 

casualties.  Despite that, elements of the battalion reached the crest of Chunuk Bair and, as Turkish 

reinforcements arrived, repulsed repeated attacks throughout the day.  The dwindling band of survivors was 

relieved on the evening of 8 August by other British units but, two days later, the position was lost to a major 

Turkish offensive.  The battalion lost every officer and sergeant and over 350 other ranks: L/Cpl. W. G. 

Prosser [À] was killed in action on 8 August 1915; his body was never recovered nor identified.  

Part of the same attempt to break out of Suvla Bay involved the 1
st
 Herefords, a Territorial battalion, 

which included Tewkesbury exile, L/Cpl. T. J. Osborne [À].  He was killed on the last day of the battle on 

15 August; one hopes that the family took heart when the battalion was specifically mentioned in despatches 

by C-in-C General Ian Hamilton: ñthe 1
st
/1

st
 Herefordshire attacked with impetuosity and courageò.  

Reinforcements arrived at Anzac Cove on 20 August 1915. The second of Mrs. Didcoteôs sons, pre-war 

emigrant, Pte. W. B. Didcote [À], took part almost immediately in the Battle of Hill 60, the last major assault 

of the Gallipoli campaign. The attack was launched on 21 August and, whilst the men were fresh and healthy 

ï in stark contrast to the veteran troops ï they were inexperienced and ill-equipped.  Attacking with bayonet 

only, they suffered 383 casualties in their first attack.  Pte. Didcoteôs body was never recovered.  The 

Australians seemed to mount an inquiry into every death and concluded that, ñthe intervening ground was 

covered with low scrub which caught fire from the bursting Turkish shells, so that it was impossible to 

recover the discs or recognise the bodies. It is to be hoped that the knowledge that Pte. Didcote fell in one of 

the most gallant and historic charges, which has taken place in this war, will be of comfort to his friendsò.
25

  

Thereafter, the campaign petered out into stalemate, dysentery being the most serious enemy.  However, 

the environment could still be lethal as evidenced in November 1915, when the Record reported that Pte. W. 

A. Attwood [À], 1
st
/1

st
 Herefords, had received a gunshot wound in the head, presumably during the endemic 

trench warfare.  He was successfully evacuated to the hospital base on Malta.  Despite the claim that he was 

attended by the best surgeons, he died on 6 December as the last local casualty of this campaign.  The lack of 

success, and the declaration of war by Bulgaria, led to the campaign being abandoned: the decision to 

evacuate Gallipoli was inevitable.  

It is acknowledged that the evacuation, without further losses, was the best-executed segment of the entire 

campaign.  More than 100,000 troops were evacuated, although much equipment had to be abandoned.  

Official casualties were estimated at 205,000 British (including around 33,000 ANZAC troops), 47,000 

French and 251,000 Turkish.  To illustrate the conditions in Gallipoli, around 145,000 of the British 

casualties were due to sickness: dysentery, diarrhoea and enteric fever.  Politically the Turks were much 

encouraged to defeat the British in Mesopotamia ï while Russia descended into chaos in 1917.  

The campaign had also caused a major political crisis in England; as early as May 1915 a Liberal-

Conservative Coalition Government was formed with the demotion of Churchill as a pre-condition. The 

failure in Gallipoli caused the resignation of Prime Minister, Herbert H. Asquith, and 

his replacement by Lloyd George.  The leader of the Turkish defence forces, Mustafa 

Kemal, became President after the war.  

Even the surviving British soldiers did not earn the expected ñBlighty Oneò as 

some were sent on to Salonika and others back to the Western Front.    Tewkesburian 

Pte. Thomas Day was one of the lucky ones ï his shot in the arm earned him that 

precious ñBlighty Oneò with this ópith helmetô as a souvenir ï he went on to father 

two founding members of THS. 
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 Mrs. Didcote received a pension of 40s (£2) fortnightly from 23 October 1917; but not from the date of his death. 
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Naval and Aerial Warfare  

Just as naval rivalry to build revolutionary óDreadnoughtô battleships had contributed to the atmosphere that 

had led up to war with Germany in August 1914, it had been similar concerns that provoked the Ottoman 

Empire into siding with the central Powers in late 1914.  That ambitious country had ordered two 

óDreadnoughtsô from British shipyards.  Winston Churchill  suspended the contract, provoking outrage.  

The Kaiser opportunistically presented the Ottomans with two battle cruisers, the Goebben and Breslau. 

There followed the first naval drama of the war as the two ships evaded the British Navy to reach 

Constantinople, after which hostilities broke out and Churchillôs Gallipoli Campaign was the consequence.
26

  

The North Sea once again drew attention on 24 January 1915 with a battle on Dogger Bank.  The 

Germans were using the same strategy, as in the bombardment of the East Coast ï to provoke Britain into 

committing its fleet to battle.  Using radio intercepts, the Royal Navy triumphed by disabling the Blücher, a 

modern armed cruiser.  Former Tewkesbury sailor, Signal Boy E.W. Simons [À], had been serving on the 

óDreadnoughtô HMS Tiger, which was involved in the battle, but he died mysteriously from a ñchill in the 

woundò on 1 February ï aged only 17. 

Added to the Falkland Isles defeat, these frustrations at being unable to defeat Britain with surface 

warfare caused the Germans to turn to the use of equally revolutionary U-Boats in 1915 ï with fateful 

consequences.  The USA was neutral when war broke 

out in Europe because many of its citizens had fled a 

Europe smitten with economic problems and warfare.  

There was little appetite to end that neutrality. The 

German use of U-Boats was, at best, reckless and, 

inevitably, the ninth ship sunk by óU30ô on 1 May, 

was the US tanker Gulflight.  The Germans 

apologised for that attack but, when the Lusitania 

was sunk on 7 May 1915 causing 1,198 people to lose 

their lives including 128 Americans, the Germans 

refused to apologise.  Their reason was the claim that 

the ship was carrying munitions destined for the UK.  

In the long term that mattered little: the USA did not 

declare war until 1917.  It is now clear that the 

sinking of this ship started to turn opinion in the USA 

against Germany ï especially after August 1915, 

when the sinking of ships without warning was 

announced.  

Furthermore, the Germans had other revolutionary 

weapons which seemed to prove its ñfrightfulnessò.
27

 

Zeppelin airships introduced a new dimension of war.  

On 5 May 1915, the Imperial German government 

permitted bombing raids on civilian targets and so, on 

8 September, Zeppelin L13 dropped the biggest bomb 

so far on London (660lb); 22 were killed with 87 

injured ï including the Sayer family, formerly from Tewkesbury, who suffered serious injuries.  During 

1915, 181 British civilians were thus killed.
28

  

In July and August came a new terror: the ñFokker Scourgeò ï this was a monoplane with synchronised 

machine-guns way in advance at the time of the Allies.  Although these developments had no immediate and 

significant military impact on Britain, the psychological effect was considerable and, perhaps, confirmed the 

righteousness of the war amongst the British people. 
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 On 20 January 1918 a British submarine E17 tried to attack the Goebben, then flagship of the Turkish navy. E17 was 

sunk by mines during an attack when Turks attacked the British base of Mudros in Aegean Sea ï only 7 hands were 

saved. One crew member, Signaller Charles M. Timbrell, a professional seaman, Council School volunteer and 

grandson of Chance Street Crossing gate-keeper Charles Haines, was posted as a POW.  He was later freed. 
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 Schrecklichkeit [ñfrightfulnessò] was the policy adopted by the Military Occupation authorities in occupied Belgium 

in 1914 and was successfully seized on, for propaganda purposes, by the British press. 
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 Harold Sayerôs wife Kitty died in 1922 aged only 35; younger brother, Pte. R. C. Sayers [À] was killed in 1916. 

North Sea Theatre in 1915 
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Recruitment ñStormò Abates 

The Declaration of War and the appeals of Lord Kitchener had combined with other factors to create the 

1914 ñStorm of Recruitmentò.  In 1914 the total available number of men of military age was 5.5 million, 

with around 500,000 more reaching the age each year.  By late September 2.25 million men had been 

enlisted and 1.5 million were in ñStarred Occupationsò, being deemed 

vital to the war effort.  It was soon realised that uncontrolled 

volunteering would deprive industry of vital war workers ï  yet, at the 

same time, such was the fervour to persuade men to join up that some 

men were being unfairly targeted by womenôs white feathers.  Hence an 

unofficial scheme of óstarredô workers, denoted by a badge, was devised 

to protect them.  

It was, perhaps, inevitable that the initial fervent enthusiasm would 

abate but, in addition, the realities of war were beginning to sink in with 

reports from serving soldiers, like Jack White, reaching the local 

newspapers in November 1914.  In addition, the Gallipoli Campaign 

made it clear that soldiers were expected to fight a long way from 

Belgian atrocities.  Thus volunteer numbers fell to around 70,000 a 

month.  More worryingly, almost two in every five volunteers were 

entirely unsuitable on health grounds.  

So the government felt compelled to intervene.  At the time, 

Conscription was regarded as  ñun-Britishò despite being commonplace 

on the continent of Europe, recalling as it did folk memory of the 

unpopular 17
th
C. Cromwellian government.  The result was the 

inevitable compromise.  The Derby Scheme was a voluntary policy created in 1915 by Edward Stanley, 17th 

Earl of Derby, who later became Director of Recruitment.  The concept was that men who voluntarily 

registered would only be called upon for service when necessary.  In addition, married men would only be 

ñcalled upò once the supply of single men was exhausted.  A National Registration Act created a register 

that revealed the number of men still available and they were targeted in a number of ways ï with posters, 

tales of German atrocities, and the threat of shame.  The Derby Scheme used door-to-door visits to encourage 

men to attest to serve if needed.  

 

The scheme proved unsuccessful.  215,000 men 

enlisted and another 2,185,000 attested for deferred 

enlistment ï but 38% of single men and 54% of 

married men who were not in "starred occupationsò 

had still avoided this form of recruitment.  Their 

reticence did much to hasten a move to full 

conscription.  

The Military Service Act was passed on 27 

January 1916 and, for the first time, introduced 

conscription from 2 March 1916, when all men aged 

18-41 were liable to be called up unless married, 

widowed with children or in ñstarred occupationsò.  

A system of local tribunals was also set up to hear 

appeals against conscription.  

 This poster from September 1915, still displayed in the 

Museum, ultimately failed to inspire enough volunteers. 

All attempts to end the stalemate had proved futile, with no cause for renewed optimism.  Yet 1916 was 

to provide a year of paradox. The Government passed an unprecedented act for Conscription and  perhaps 

the most infamous battles of the war ï those of the Somme from July to November 1916 ï were fought 

mainly by those volunteers from 1914-1915, aided by the few surviving Regulars and the Territorial 

battalions.  Indeed, they had been recently filled with volunteers for these momentous battles.  The major 

confrontations at land and at sea may have seemed as futile as those which had preceded them ï yet 

underlying changes were taking place that were to have profound consequences in the coming years. 

The 1915 Badge for Starred 

Occupations [Sole Society] 
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C. 1916: A Year of Paradox? 
The year, which proved so significant in the history of the British army, started relatively quietly on the 

Western Front for the British, if not the French.  It also provided an anti-climax for the Navy at the Battle of 

Jutland and unheralded ï but important ï developments in the Empire.  Yet the events of this disappointing 

year produced a significant impact on the outcome of the war. 

WESTERN FRONT DATE WORLD WAR 
 13-21 Jan. Mesopotamia: costly battles to relieve Kut 
 31 Jan. Air: Zeppelin attacks 
Germans attack Verdun  21 Feb.  
Conscription in Britain 2-7 March Kut relieving force defeated. 
 19-22 March NavalΥ ΨU68Ω ǎǳƴƪ ōȅ ΨQ-ShipΩ 
 23 April Egypt: Katia defeat; aΩpotamia: Kut fell 
 31 May- Jun. Naval: Battle of Jutland 
First day of the Battles of the Somme 1 July 1916 Russia: Brusilov Offensive 
 4 Aug. Egypt: Battle of Romani 
Germans start Hindenburg Line 29 Aug.  
 3 Sept. Salonika: Allied Offensive 
Battles of the Somme peter out 18 Nov.  
Verdun: end of German attack 12 Dec. Egypt: GB starts advance 
 11 March 1917 Mesopotamia: Baghdad captured 

Imperial Wars in Egypt and Mesopotamia 
Mesopotamia29 

THE CAMPAIGNS IN EGYPT AND MESOPOTAMIA  We have noted already that Britain and 

Turkey declared war on each other on 5 

November 1914.  On the same day, the 

Indian Expeditionary Force D landed at 

Fao on the Persian Gulf and, by 22 

November, the force had captured Basra.  

This indicated an unpublicised, but 

important, war aim. 

For the Turkish government at this 

period, the defence of Mesopotamia was 

not a priority.  It was for the semi-

autonomous Indian Government; this 

explains the haste of the expedition.  The 

Berlin to Baghdad Railway
30

, started in 

1903, was now almost complete.  

Clearly, the importance of oil to future 

warfare was appreciated and interests in 

the Persian Gulf had to be protected.    

However, the Indian government also had designs on extending the empire to Baghdad.  Oilfields having 

been secured and because of the importance of the failing Gallipoli campaign, the Government in London 

was content with playing a ñsafe gameò.  Despite this, the Government of India ordered its 6
th
 (Poona) 

Division north along the River Tigris in September 1915.  This was a force of both Indian and British 

Battalions; one of the latter was the 1
st 

Oxford & Bucks, one of the few battalions stationed in the Empire that 

was not recalled home to fight.  Serving with it was Regular, Pte. W. A. Price [À] from Twyning, who 

would have shared the initial success moving north along the Tigris until the Ottoman army, buoyed up by its 
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 Chapters on Mespotamia rely upon an excellent account by A. J. Barker of this ñNeglected Warò; discussed on p128. 
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 The railway, in fact completed only in 1940, was conceived by German government to befriend the Ottoman Empire. 
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Gallipoli successes, decided to make a stand 22 miles south of Baghdad at Ctesiphon from 5 October 1915.
31

  

Pte. Price was wounded during this battle, sustaining a bad fracture to his thigh.  He was one of 4,600 

casualties, which caused Gen. Townshend to order a retreat to Kut (-al-Amara).  It may have appeared that 

Pte. Price was one of the few, fortunate ones, evacuated to a hospital in Bombay, India.  The journey to 

Basra caused ñhideous sufferingsò for the wounded because of woeful inadequacies of support.  Perhaps not 

surprisingly, he died of his wounds on 22 January 1916.
32

 

He was perhaps luckier than his comrades ï who were surrounded and cut off at Kut.  It was captured on 

29 April 1916.  Realising their predicament, the Army had sent a relief force that was itself checked in costly 

battles from January to March
33

 so that the rescue was abandoned.  The garrison, therefore, had no choice but 

to surrender on 29 April 1916.  This was a shattering blow to British prestige following the failure in 

Gallipoli.  British dead or wounded at 30,000 were three times the losses of the Turks ï also 13,000 were 

made POWs, 2,500 of them British.
34

 

Egypt 

From the start of war, Egypt was regarded as a vital part of the Empire to be defended from Ottoman attack, 

especially because of the Imperial artery of the Suez Canal, through which soldiers from India and the 

Dominions flowed to the crucial base at Alexandria.  The Royal Gloucestershire Hussars [RGH], a 

Yeomanry unit of the Territorial Force, was despatched there in April 1915 (before being diverted to 

Gallipoli as infantry, landing at Suvla on 18 August and being evacuated in December). 

April 1916 was, therefore, a dreadful month for the survival of the Empire since, on the 23rd six days in 

advance of Kut, a British force was defeated at Katia whilst defending the Suez Canal.  It had been cut off by 

a superior Turkish force and lost 500, mainly as prisoners of war to join those from Kut. 

Katia was not such a long-term disaster as was Kut, because an augmented force of reinforcements turned 

the tables on the Turks at nearby Romani on 4 August 1916.  The Suez Canal and Egypt was, therefore, safe. 

It was, however, a long-term disaster for those taken prisoner.  Serving at Katia 

were the Neale brothers.  Charles evaded capture but, although he saw his brother 

hit, he ñcould not render any assistanceò.
35

  His younger brother, Frank Neale [À], 

was one of those taken prisoner; they were then subjected to an 800-mile forced 

march across the Desert with no food and very little water.  Of the 2,500 British, 

1,750 did not survive the journey, dying of maltreatment or disease.
36

 The luckier 

ones, including Frank, went to Jerusalem but, nevertheless, he died of wounds on 

13 September 1916.  Pte. W. E. Greenwood [À] died only six days later on 19 

September even though he had possibly reached Ankara in Central Turkey.  There 

he died of cholera (a horrid death, the cause of which was polluted water).  In July 

1916 the parents of Trooper F. Perkins [À] had more positive news since he was 

declared ñwounded and no longer missingò after Katia; he was being held as a 

prisoner of war but was also suffering from dysentery.  Somewhat surprisingly in 

the circumstances, his parents heard from him from time to time up to the last three 

months before his death on 11 November 1916 at Anon Karahissar in Turkey, where he was buried in a 

grave marked with a distinctive sign.
37

  Enquiries made in 1917 revealed this and that he had survived six 

months in captivity but had died of typhus, another disease caused by unacceptable living conditions. 
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 At this time, the Gallipoli Campaign was petering out into stalemate before the evacuation by 9 January 1916. 

However, this allowed Turkey to move battle-hardened and victorious troops to besiege Kut. 
32

 In an interesting footnote to the attitude of the British Government, the request of Pte. Priceôs mother to have him 

posthumously awarded the 1914-15 Star was refused because his death did not occur on the Western Front. 
33

 Future Town Crier, Albert Curtis , was a veteran of Gallipoli and a member of the relieving force.  He was wounded, 

sent to Bombay and home.  See p111.   Future P.M. (1945-1951), Clement Attlee, was also wounded in this campaign. 
34

 The C.O. at Kut, Maj.-Gen. Sir Charles V. F. Townshend (1861-1924) ,was also taken prisoner ï but was well-

treated by his captors.  He was taken by train to Istanbul, near which he lived in comfort for the remainder of the war on 

a small island.  He was given use of a Turkish navy yacht and had receptions in his honour at the royal Turkish court.  

He was awarded the KCB for his command at Kut, while he was a POW in 1917.  His popularity waned post-war. No 

Tewkesburians lost their lives in Kut or its failed relief, although the 7
th
 Gloucesters joined the fight on 5 April 1916.   

35
 Charles survived the war and was demobilised in April 1919.   

36
 Martin Gilbert, p244 concluded that ñthe saga of pain and death was one of the most evil aspects of the warò. 

37
 Barker, p295-6, exemplifies this camp as one which was administered by a sadistic Naval Officer who was dismissed 

under international pressure on the Turkish Government and then executed after the war. 

The RGH Memorial in 

Gloucester Cathedral 

Close [Author] 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_General
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Istanbul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_Bath
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It was 4 January 1919 when the news of the last POW to die reached Tewkesbury.  He was Pte. Albert 

Clarke [À] of the Worcester Yeomanry, who had died aged 27 on 24 December 1918.  This battalion had 

shared the same actions as the RGH and Pte. Clarke was another captured at Katia.  As with Frank Perkins, 

Albert appears to have marched all the way through Palestine to Syria: 330 miles.  On 8 July his mother 

reported a letter from him in Damascus:  ñWe are treated alright by the Turks, who do their best to make us 

comfortable. It is a different way of living to ours; we have been told that parcels and letters will come 

alrightò.  From other evidence his comments need to be treated sceptically; the next news came nearly three 

years later: he had ñdied in Egypt of Malariaò.  Casualty records confirm that he had died on 24 December 

1918 and was buried in Beirut War Cemetery, Lebanon.  His date of death suggests that he had been released 

from captivity and that he was being treated in one of the Combined Clearing Hospitals based in the town, in 

Allied hands since October.  Sadly it did not save his life. 

In view of the atrocious conditions they had experienced, it is perhaps miraculous that some survived.  

Tr ooper Jack Pullin returned home by December 1918; it was reported that they were ñrecovering their 

health after the hardships they had enduredò.  Thomas Strickland, from Apperley, also survived but died in 

1938 aged only 47 from TB, probably exacerbated by life as a POW.
38

 

Mesopotamia after Kut 

Mesopotamia was deemed to be too important to be abandoned even after what has been described as ñthe 

most abject capitulation in Britainôs military historyò.  After this, a new commander, General Maude, re-

organized his army and then launched a successful campaign that captured Baghdad on 11 March 1917.
39

   

Tewkesbury men were involved in this second phase of the war in Mesopotamia because, after fighting in 

Gallipoli, the 13
th
 (Western) Division was withdrawn in early January 1916 and arrived back in Egypt later in 

the month where the division held forward posts in the Suez Canal defences.  As the crisis developed around 

Kut in February 1916, the Division began to move to Mesopotamia in order to strengthen the force being 

assembled for its relief.  It was the only British Division to serve there and was part of the Tigris Corps.  The 

division then took part in the failed attempts to relieve Kut, after which the British force in the theatre was 

built up and reorganised in order to renew the offensive in 1917. 

Driver Albert Cleal [À] was the first to die in this campaign.  Serving with the Divisionôs 66
th
 Brigade, 

Royal Field Artillery, he died on 19 July 1916.  The division had arrived at his burial place of Sheikh Saad on 

20 March to try to relieve Kut.  It was not until the Register report of 9 December that it was learned that he 

had ñdied of diseaseò.  By the end of August 30,000 sick had been evacuated.   

The counter-attack waited until the night of 13/14 December 1916 when it was launched on both banks of 

the River Tigris.  Approximately 50,000 men were involved in the advance.
40

  Progress  was slow ï if sure ï 

on account of heavy rain and an overriding concern to minimise casualties.  L/Cpl. A. G. Taylor [À] of the 

7th Gloucesters was the first to be killed on 15 December 1916 with Pte. N. J. Mann [À], 9
th
Worcesters, the 

next day, right at the start of the attack; both served with 39
th
 Brigade.  Success did not come until the 

capture of the fortress of Khadairi Bend on 29 January 1917.  By this time conscript Pte. H. G. Rowley [À], 

7
th 

Gloucesters, had been killed on 15 January, during the fight to clear the resistance.  Conscript replacement 

Pte. Clarence Howell [À], 9
th 

Worcesters, followed on 25 January, and then Pte. J. J. Parnell [À], 7
th 

Gloucesters, on 10 February 1917.  The bodies of Taylor, Mann and Howell were neither recovered nor 

identified; only their names are, therefore, commemorated on the Basra Memorial, along with 40,000 other 

Commonwealth soldiers.  Rowley and Parnell were buried in Amara Cemetery, next to which was a hospital 

so we can deduce that they died of either wounds or disease. 

None of these men were able to participate in the fall of Baghdad on 11 March 1917 when, at last, the 

Mesopotamian adventure seemed to be paying dividends.  The fall of Baghdad coincided with increased 

concerns about oil supplies ï to the north at Mosul and, indeed, the oilfields of Baku on the Caspian Sea, 

which caused the loss of life of a Tewkesburian in 1918, just before the Armistice was signed. 

For the time being Gertrude Bell aptly summed up the situation in a letter home:  ñAnd thatôs the end of 

the German dream (the German) place is not going to be in this sunò.
41

 

                                                           
38

 Born in 1886, Pullin belonged to the butcher family of 15 Barton Street; for more on Turkish POWs, see page 104. 
39

 James Morris, Farewell the Trumpets: An Imperial Retreat.  Lt-Gen. Maude died of cholera on 18 November 1917. 
40

 The force included L/Cpl.  F. Underwood, the second Tewkesburian to win the Military Medal in November 1916. 
41

 Gilbert p313.  Gertrude Bell, CBE (1868 ï1926) was a writer, traveller, political officer, administrator, archaeologist 

and spy who explored, mapped, and became highly influential to British imperial policy in Arabia.  [Wikipedia] 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Stanley_Maude
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fall_of_Baghdad_(1917)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_British_Empire
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Entente Solidarity?  The Salonika Campaign 

DATE EVENTS THE CAMPAIGN IN ITS BALKAN CONTEXT 

 
14 Oct 1915 
 
 
24 Nov 
 
 
 
12 Dec. 
 
 
 
August 
1916 

 

 
Bulgaria declared war on 
Serbia 
 
26Div./9 th Gloucesters +  
8th Oxford & Bucks arrive 
 
 
27Div./2nd Gloucesters arrive 
 
 
 
Battle of Horseshoe Hill, 
Doiran 

  

The Salonikan Campaign was a response to the declaration of war on Serbia by Bulgaria on 14 October 1915 

and its joining the war on the side of the Central Powers.  Serbia was an ally  of the Triple Entente and so an 

Anglo-French Force was sent immediately to try to save it from invasion but it arrived too late. At that stage 

it had the cooperation of the Greek government, which allowed a base at Salonika (Thessalonika).  The main 

force arrived in November 1915 with the 26
th
 Division including the 9

th
 Gloucesters and 8

th
 Oxford & Bucks; 

a month later the 27
th
 Division arrived with the regular 2

nd
 Gloucesters.

42
  After an initial battle, the theatre 

was relatively quiet ï with health and conditions the main enemy.  That would remain the case until victory 

came in 1918, although there were some further campaigns to be fought.
43

 

The main task certainly facing the 2
nd

 Gloucesters was road-building and they acted as ónavviesô rather 

than infantrymen whilst only quartered in tents.  So much barbed wire was used around the Salonika base 

that it was dubbed the ñBirdcageò.  There was an initial danger to camps posed by German bombers and, 

after Serbia pulled out of the fighting, the Greek government and its soldiers were reluctant hosts; King 

Constantine was regarded as pro-German.  On 17 January 1916 Greek cavalry galloped over a road under 

construction.  After protests there was an official apology and the officer in charge was gaoled.   

Also in January, 176 soldiers had been stricken with illness (malaria and influenza), some being 

evacuated.  In 1916 L/Cpl. E. N. Hindmarsh [À] was evacuated to Malta until he recovered and returned.  

Pte. H. J. Waylen [À] was less fortunate.  A long-term territorial, he was in France with the 1
st
/5

th
 

Gloucesters but, due to his experience ï much needed in the Kitchener 9
th
 Gloucesters ï he was transferred 

to Salonika in November 1915.  He contracted a cough in January and discharged, as ñTotally Disabledò for 

service on 9 August 1916, having suffered from tuberculosis (TB), attributed to active service.
44

   

The 2
nd

 Gloucesters certainly had little attention from the Bulgarians until 3 September 1916, when the 

diary recorded ñincreased artillery activityò.  This was probably an oblique reference to the Battle of 

Horseshoe Hill, which involved the 26
th
 Division 10-18 August 1916, when a Bulgarian promontory near 

Lake Doiran was stormed, provoking artillery repercussions.  However, the 2
nd

 Gloucesters did take part in 

two attacks in October 1916, which were successful though causing 90 casualties.  By then, winter had beset 

the army and the weather was abominable and flooding to the River Struma caused problems.  In late 

November another 114 casualties were incurred in an attack which ñdrew artillery fireò.  Thereafter, the 

diary reported ñAll quietò to such an extent that a leave party to England was permitted; Harry Sayers of 

RFA was on leave from Salonika and promoted to Cpl. in March-April 1917.
45
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 Wyrall devotes three chapters to the 2
nd

 Gloucesters but largely ignores the Kitchener Battalions.  See page 128.  
43

  Interestingly Wikipedia claims: ñThe British Government accepted the need to maintain a presence in Salonika to 

keep the French happy, but the Army chief did not favour offensive operationsò.   
44

 He was awarded a pension of 25/- [£1.25p] a week.  He is buried without CWGC recognition in the Town Cemetery.  
45

 Register, 07 April 1917; on 6 Oct.1917 Cpl. Harry F. Sayers, RFA, had serious attack of malaria; after 

convalescence, had relapse and back in hospital in Salonika.  His brother was killed on the Somme in 1916. 
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Naval and Aerial Warfare 

The role of the Royal Navy in World War I also seems paradoxical.  We have noted that, in 1914, one of the 

major causes of tension was the óRaceô to build óDreadnoughtsô ï yet the anticipated decisive naval battle 

did not materialise.  We have also noted that, while the Navy was regarded as the óSenior Serviceô, only 50 

of the 689 volunteers joined the Navy and, of those who did, half were deployed into the Royal Naval 

Division ï as infantrymen.  Only four Tewkesburians lost their lives serving with the Navy and only one of 

those was killed in action.
46

  None was killed at Jutland. 

At last, in 1916 the Germans attained the naval conflict that it had desired since August 1914 when the 

two fleets met at the Battle of Jutland from 31 May to 1 June 1916.  

As far as we know, there were only a few Tewkesbury 

participants; Warrant Electrician T. Brotheridge was ñnot in 

the thickò of the battle; and the most graphic recall from 

Jesse Collins on HMS Colossus who wrote to his Holy 

Trinity Headmaster: ñwe saw several German battleships 

and cruisers sinking...  (we are) safe and soundò and 

concluding that the ñBritish Navy is still aliveò.  The Record 

hailed it as ñProbably the Greatest Naval Battle in Historyò.  

The Register was a little more sober when, a week later, it 

claimed a ñGreat Fight at Sea..... Enemy driven homeò.
47

   

History records that the German navy inflicted more 

damage and one of the crucial weaknesses of our ships was 

exemplified by the death of Able Seaman S. H.  Price.  He 

was killed on 31 May 1916 when HMS Indefatigable was 

ñsunk by a salvo from Battle Cruiser von der Tann, which 

penetrated magazines; only 2 of 1012 were rescuedò.
48

  On a 

happier note, one of Tewkesburyôs few naval volunteers, 

Chief Sick-Berth Steward A. E. Gregson, won the DSM. 

The paradox lay in the fact that, although it was 

technically a victory for the Germans in that they destroyed 

more ships, the enemy had been ñdriven homeò and never 

ventured out of port again.  That situation played a crucial role in forcing the German Government to halt the 

war in November 1918. 

After this brief interlude, the German Imperial Command reverted to its strategy of submarine warfare to 

starve Britain into surrender.  Whereas in 1915, U-Boats had sunk 1.3m tons, in 1916 the total increased to 

2.3m.
49

  After Jutland, it was announced that U Boats would once more attack ï though with a warning.  The 

U-Boat campaign was moving towards its climax in April 1917. 

In 1916 there were some hints of a counter-attack.  On 23 February the Government set up a Ministry for 

the Blockade; this indicated its perceived importance.  One month later, U-68 was the first U-Boat to be sunk 

by depth charges launched by a Q-ship, a heavily armed merchant ship with concealed weaponry, which was 

designed to lure submarines into making surface attacks where they were most vulnerable.    

A sad, but significant, footnote to the sea war came on 5 June 1916, when HMS Hampshire was blown up 

by a German mine north of Scotland.  This was a lucky strike for the enemyôs sea-power, as on board was 

Lord Kitchener, en route to Russia on a diplomatic mission.  This seemed then a massive blow to British 

morale but it is, perhaps, fair to say that, by this time, Kitchenerôs power and influence was waning. 

Meanwhile, the air war was still causing concern with ñGreat Zeppelin Raidò of 31 January.  Aiming as 

far as Liverpool, 61 were killed in Walsall ï but the Germans were increasingly concerned at the high rate of 

their losses.  A determination to improve defences led to an enquiry, which created the RAF in 1918.  Before 

then, however, the Germans started using a new weapon of aerial warfare: the bomber. 
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 William Halling [À] killed in action; Charles Simons [À] and Frederick Raggatt [À] died of illness or wounds; 

George Eagles [À] was killed in Gallipoli with the RMD. 
47

 Record 3 June 1916 p4 & Register 10 June 1916 p6  
48

 Aged 26, he was the son of Mrs. Ellen Price of 7 Chance Street in 1891 but is commemorated in Cheltenham 
49

 In May-July 1916, the period of Jutland, the monthly tonnage lost did decrease significantly.  [Wikipedia] 

Location of the Battle of Jutland 1916  
 
 

Location of Battle of Jutland 
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Conscription 

We have noted that Conscription was introduced for the first time from 2 March 1916, when all men aged 

18-41 were liable to be called up unless they were married, widowed with children or in trades deemed to be 

vital to the war economy: ñstarred occupationsò (which also included clergymen).   

A system of appeals tribunals was established, to hear cases of men who believed they were disqualified 

on the grounds of ill-health, occupation or conscientious objection.  The tribunals met from borough to 

national level.  Although they are best known for their heavy-handed attitude towards cases of Conscientious 

Objection, most of the tribunalsô work dealt with domestic and business matters.  Men could apply on the 

grounds of their doing work of national importance, business or domestic hardship, medical unfitness, 

and conscientious objection; only around two per cent of applicants were conscientious objectors.
50

  

We do have a newspaper report for a Tribunal in Tewkesbury, just before the Act came into force.
51

   

Entitled ñLocal Tribunals ï Applications for Exemptions from War Service; Board: H. Bishop (Mayor), A. 

Baker, C. W. Jones, G. C. Bayliss, G. P. Howell and T. W. Evans (all local businessmen and elected 

councillors) with Major Champion and C. Strickland representing Military Authorities.ò  There were two 

cases reported:  

ñ1. Mr Wallis, Hay Merchant gained extension for a Hay Trusser, whose two brothers had enlisted. 

2. Willis and Son refused for baker. 

Altogether 4 out of 16 (were) refused extensionsò 

On 1 July 1916, with a sublime sense of timing, it was reported that all those gaining exemption ñmust 

join the Gloucestershire Volunteer Regimentò (a form of Home Guard). 

 Tewkesbury did have applications from Conscientious Objectors; some, like Albert C . Purser [À], 

eventually accepted service in the armed forces and he was killed in 

1918.  The most famous locally was Frederick John Procter, Flour 

Porter and Caretaker who was brought before the Magistrates in 

September 1916 as a ñConscientious Objector: Charged with Being 

Absenteeò.  The Register reported this case and the statement by the 

accused:  ñI wonôt RAISE A RIFLE AGAINST A BROTHER; I would 

rather be taken to the Cross and shot; (he) wanted to see his dying 

mother but not with police; Charles Mellor Jnr. offered to accompany 

him but he refused: ñYou may make me a corpse but never a soldierò.  

He considered the tribunal not fair as ñthe cases were settled in a corn 

dealerôs office beforehandò.
52

  According to local folklore, Frederick 

Procter did come to the Cross in post-war years ï but he was wearing his 

cap from Dartmoor Prison where, allegedly, he was incarcerated.  In 

1933 he unsuccessfully stood for election to the Council as a Labour 

candidate.  Although he only came fifth , he won 30% of votes cast.
53

 

The Act initially failed to deliver: only 43,000 of the men called up 

qualified for general service in the army.  Another 93,000 failed to 

appear when called up ï and filled the courts.  748,587 men claimed 

some form of exemption, filling the tribunals.  In addition, there were the 1,433,827 already ñstarredò as 

being in a war occupation; or those who were ill or who had already been discharged on these grounds.  

Within four months, a revised version of the Act was passed; this enabled the War Office to extend the 

service of time-expired servicemen and brought, within the terms of the Act, all men ï regardless of marital 

status ï from the ages of 18 to 41.  The government also gained the right to re-examine men previously 

declared medically unfit for service.  More revisions were to follow in 1917 and 1918 

We must stress, however, that the Army that fought so valiantly on the Somme in 1916 was mainly the 

late Lord Kitchenerôs volunteer ñNew Armyò. 
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 Wikipedia.  The main source of local information came from the Tewkesbury Record; for some reason, the Register 

chose not to cover this item of news.  Most of the cases did not provide names and there are no records of these 

tribunals in Glos. Archives as the Ministry of Health ordered the destruction of the archives in 1921.  Only those in 

Middlesex and recently in Staffordshire have survived [The Sentinel, 13 August 2013] 
51

 Record, 26 February, 1916 p4/4.  
52

 Register, 30 September 1916 p5/3 
53

 Register 7 November 1936 p5/1.  It is not the place to study Conscientious Objection in this book. 

F. J. Proctor 1931 [Register] 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscientious_Objection
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscientious_Objection
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscientious_objection


ñNoble Band of Heroesò 

30 
 

Winter Warfare on the Western Front 

The lives of four local soldiers 

were expended during this winter.  

It was well into Spring when Pte. 

Leonard Devereux [À] was killed 

on 2 March.  An óexileô, living in 

Glamorgan, he had volunteered 

with 10
th
, Royal Welsh Fusiliers in 

1914.  The battalion had reinforced 

the BEF at Boulogne on 27 

September 1915.  Accordingly he 

was awarded the 1914-15 Star.   

The battalion was stationed 

near Ypres and the Germans were 

in an aggressive mode.  To gain 

higher ground, they captured an 

important position on 14 February.  

The British were determined to 

recover this spoil-heap, an unusual 

observation advantage across the 

Salient.   

THE LOCATION OF THE SOMME ON THE WESTERN FRONT 

 

The 76
th
 Brigade, to which his battalion belonged, began an intensive training exercise to prepare for a 

frontal assault, planned to take place at dusk on 29 February 1916.  Notably, all troops were equipped with 

the new steel helmets.  The bombardment eventually opened on 1 March, destroying the German defensive 

works and thus enabling the infantry to attack in the early hours of 2 March.  The attack was successful as it 

achieved complete surprise; all their objectives were captured within the hour and gains were consolidated.  

However, Pte. Devereux was one of the 1,620 British casualties. The Register reported that he was 

ñinstantaneously killed by a fragment of shrapnelò.  His body was never recovered nor identified and so his 

name only is commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial at Ypres.   

The intermittent nature of trench warfare is demonstrated by the next loss coming on 21 May 1916 ï 

when we meet up again with the 1
st
 Gloucesters who had remained in theatre in the old Loos battlefield until 

June 1916, shortly before moving south to take part in the Somme Campaign.  Pte.  William Hodges [À], a 

veteran Reservist, was not able to join them as he had already been killed.  The diary for 21 May records a 

bout of random shelling: ñFair amount of shelling around Maroc é 1 killedò; this was Pte.  Hodges.   

In June 1916 the 13
th
 Gloucesters, a Pioneer Battalion, was using its membersô mining, building and 

agricultural skills to supplement the work of the Royal Engineers in the construction of fortified 

emplacements and other field works.  The battalion was assigned to a quiet sector, to serve its apprenticeship 

in the trenches, as repairs were never-ending.  There was routine wear and tear but some bombardments 

damaged trenches out of all recognition.  The War Diary suggests that Pte. T. Bishop [À] was killed on 6 

June, when his company had been allocated to work on various sections of the line near Festubert.  The only 

clue to Thomasô fate was an entry in another soldierôs diary: ñone of our chaps was killed last nightò.  Pte. 

Bishopôs body was recovered and he was buried nearby in Brownôs Road Military Cemetery. 

However ñquietò was deemed the sector, the battalion was involved in the attack by the 39
th
 Division on 

a position called the Boarôs Head on 30 June.  Just under 1,100 casualties were sustained, of which the 13
th
 

suffered 86, including Sgt. T. Harrington [À], an early volunteer.  The role of the battalion at that time was 

to dig two communication trenches and two breastworks to allow the passage of reinforcements between the 

original British front line and newly captured German trenches.  The fate of Sgt. Harrington was unknown 

until 15
 
July, when a letter from fellow Tewkesburian, Cpl. Tom Bassett, explained that he had been ñbadly 

wounded in the backéunder the conditions of a perfect hellò.  It was not, however, until May 1917 that the 

War Office confirmed his death.  Sgt. Harringtonôs body was never recovered nor identified; his name only 

is commemorated on the Loos Memorial in Dud Corner Cemetery. 

The battle, in which he was killed, was not officially recognised as a separate battle.  This was 24 hours 

before the much better known battle ï the First Day of the Somme. 
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The Battles of the Somme, July to November 1916 

 

The Battle of the Somme is how the ñBig Pushò of 1916 is known ï infamously ï today.  We remember 1 

July as being the ñmost disastrous day in the History of the British Armyò.  Its infamy is derived from the 

horrendous losses on the first day of the battle that wiped out so many of those enthusiastic volunteers from 

the autumn of 1914.  The high casualty rate reflected badly on the commanders and fed the ñLions led by 
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Donkeysò
54

 interpretation of the war.  The law of unintended consequences also came into effect once again.  

It had been a clever ruse by Kitchener to encourage friends to volunteer with their friends ï but, when the 

dreaded telegrams arrived, whole streets in the north of England in particular were depressed by the closing 

of black curtains, then the traditional way to commemorate a family death ï and one which lasted into my 

generation.  It provided also the abandonment of the system of recruitment into locally based battalions. 

The government also committed another well-meaning mistake, by deciding to commission and show to 

the public a film of the battle.  For the first time, the families back home could see for themselves how alien 

were the conditions in which their men were fighting and dying. 

We are also less well aware today that it was a series of battles in the Somme area, which continued until 

they petered out in November 1916.  This happened because of the exhaustion of soldiers on both sides and 

the onset of winter, which traditionally led to a welcome pause in hostilities.  The campaign was not one of 

the choosing of Gen. Haig but it was undertaken once again to support his French ally as part of a ñGrand 

Offensiveò in which the British would play a role.  The French logically, therefore, became the senior partner 

in coordinating allied forces.  Politicians agreed the strategy in November 1915 but there was considerable 

debate about the part British troops would play: Haig preferred to fight in the Messines area of Flanders to 

the north.
55

 

However, all this optimism was shattered on 21 February 1916 when the Germans launched their own 

attack on the fortress of Verdun.  This attack was designed to be decisive in the long term by ñbleeding the 

French Army whiteò.  The French were consequently under the most severe pressure; both sides believed 

that, if Verdun fell, then the consequences for French morale and government would be incalculable.  Haig 

still preferred to await 15 August for his attack ï but he was overruled, 

inevitably, by the desperate French. 

The sector allocated to the British was also highly unsuitable to infantry 

attack.  It had been relatively quiet during the war so far ï the French adopting 

a ólive and let liveô philosophy.  The Germans had, meanwhile, made good 

use of the time and chalk to build strongpoints and deep lines of trenches 

which would be very difficult to destroy by artillery fire ï as it proved.  In 

addition, a study of the cross-section of the Somme Battlefield on page 31 will 

demonstrate that English forces would be attacking uphill ï with little or no 

cover if the machine-guns were not silenced by the artillery barrage.   

On the other hand, British forces in France had increased, from the 5 

divisions of the BEF in 1914, to 43.  This was the result of the recruitment 

campaign in 1914 and, by early 1916, these óKitchener battalionsô had been 

trained in the UK and transferred to France.  Inevitably many of the divisions 

were very inexperienced, except in trench holding.  The new and energetic 

Minister of Munitions, Lloyd George, had promised that the deficiencies of shell supply, which had proved 

so disastrous at Loos, had been remedied.  The problem was, by 1916, not so much the quantity of 

armaments ï but the quality: Haigôs plans depended on the artillery destroying the German defences, in order 

for the inexperienced infantry to move forward in waves.   

Despite all these caveats, Haig has traditionally been assailed for succumbing to the common British error 

of unreasoned over-optimism at the óbeginning of a seasonô.  It must be stressed that opportunities were 

created ï but missed ï for the desired cavalry breakthrough to the open country beyond.
56

 

It is not surprising, therefore, that a significant accepted belief is that the Battles of the Somme were a 

costly failure.  Although it is undeniable that too many young men lost their lives, we shall need to revisit the 

consequences of the battle and ask if it was not, indeed, a success in the long-term ï even though, in the 

event, it would still remain, most definitely, a costly and very bloody victory. 

Battle of Albert (including La Boiselle), 1-13 July 

Unfortunately the ñBig Pushò was not a big secret: the Germans were expecting an attack and prepared for 

it.  It was heralded in the now traditional way with an intense artillery bombardment which was tasked with 
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cutting the barbed wire and neutralising German artillery.  The British artillery fired more than 1.5 

million shells, more than in the first year of the war; another 250,000 shells were fired on 1 July. The bad 

news lay in the quality of British shells.  While British shell production had increased since the shell 

scandal of 1915, many shells failed to explode.  Shrapnel was virtually useless against entrenched positions 

and there was insufficient High Explosive ammunition to cut the wire.  The bombardment actually 

commenced on 24 June ï with the infantry attack delayed two days to 1 July 

Despite French problems at Verdun, the attack on 1 July was still an Allied effort.  There was Allied 

success to the south but the British attack of 110,000 men was to take place along the road uphill from Albert 

to Bapaume.  This was a disaster: very little progress was made with troops being stuck nearly all along the 

line at a cost of 57,470 casualties, of which 19,240 were killed.  One of the problems was that the machine-

guns had not been wiped out by the artillery: they cut swathes through the infantry advancing in waves at 

walking pace.  In terms of casualties, it was ñthe most disastrous day in the history of the British Armyò.
57

 

The Gloucestershire battalions were fortunately not involved in this first advance ï but Tewkesburians 

fighting in other units did lose their lives.  Rifleman John Walker [À], a 41 year old Territorial serving in 

the 5
th
 Battalion, London Regiment, was part of a diversionary attack to the north; the objective was to draw 

German reserves away from the main part of the Somme offensive.  The assault was initially successful but 

the situation deteriorated significantly as the Londoners were cut off from their reserves by the strength of 

the German artillery.  The battalion was also subjected to counter-attacks and the survivors were eventually 

forced back to their original lines.  Despite the early success, the attack was ultimately a complete failure.  

The War Diary reported a total of 588 casualties; one of the fatally wounded was Rifleman Walker. 

It is believed that L/Cpl. G. M. Topham [À] was killed on the first day, but in part of the main attack.  

This former Grammar School boy had moved to Sheffield and volunteered ï probably underage ï for a ñPals 

Battalionò, the 12
th
 (Sheffield City) Battalion.  After serving briefly in Egypt, the battalion was in France for 

the attack: its role was to capture the heavily fortified village of  Serre.  The attack failed: ñThey had to pass 

through a terrible curtain of shell fire and German machine guns were rattling death from two sidesò.  The 

remnants of the battalion were taken out of the line on the evening of 3 July.  The Diary for 7 July records 

495 casualties.  L/Cpl. Topham was one and one can only imagine how long he lay in óno manôs landô, 

before he was taken to a Casualty Clearing Station, where he succumbed to his wounds on 10 July. 

We have noted that the centre of the attack stalled before the village of La Boiselle and, two days later, 

reinforcements including the 8
th
 Gloucesters were brought into the attack.  This cost the lives of two local 

friends who, on that fateful recruiting rally at the Watson Hall, were ñthe first to mount the platform to 

enlistò.  Ptes. L. Rossell [À] and H.E. Rowley [À] enlisted together ï and were killed together on 3 July. 

By then, there was no element of surprise and German reserves were being rushed to the front.  A series 

of relatively small-scale attacks succeeded, at great cost over the next 12 days, in pushing forward within 

sight of the enemyôs second line so that eventually  La Boiselle was captured.
58

  The two were killed on the 

second day ï ñworking a machine gunò, in the case of Rossell.  The Diary reported 302 casualties during the 

advance and subsequent retention of the line.  The bodies of both friends were never recovered nor identified 

but their names are recorded in close proximity on the Thiepval Memorial. 

Once an attack had been successful, the land had to be defended against counter-attack and artillery fire ï 

and this cost the lives of soldiers uninvolved in direct attacks.  Artillery batteries targeted each other; this is 

how early volunteer, Gunner W. A. Day [À], lost his life.  We think that he was part of the 30
th
 Division 

which achieved considerable success, unlike the ill-fated attempts further north.  The artillery bombardment 

was more effective in this part of the line, paving the way for the successful infantry assault.  Serving in óBô 

Battery, one of four batteries in the brigade each with six 18-pounder field guns, Gunner Day was killed in 

action on 15 July 1916, two days after the nominal close of the Battle of Albert, probably during the normal 

artillery exchanges that were taking place.  Gunner Dayôs descendants were informed that he ñwas in charge 

of the Cavalry. He got blown up among the horses ï killed instantly by shell burstò.  

By this phase of the battle, the Territorial 1
st
/5

th 
Gloucesters had moved out of reserve, its main action 

coming on 19-20 July when it moved into the attack.  It failed to capture its objective and ñlost heavilyò: two 

officers and 50 óORsô ï including, no doubt, Sgt. Henry Cook [À].  He was the second local Territorial to be 

                                                           
57

 Alastair H. Fraser etc., Ghosts on the Somme: Filming the Battle, June-July 1916 (Pen and Sword, 2009) 
58

 8
th
 Gloucesters was involved in this success and its C.O. was awarded a VC for his role that day. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbed_wire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shell_scandal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shell_scandal
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Alastair-H.-Fraser/e/B002ZH3FOE/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


ñNoble Band of Heroesò 

34 
 

killed, lamented as one of ñmany of the old hands (who) have shed their bloodò.
59

 

Sometimes it is difficult to pinpoint an action when fatal wounds were sustained.  Pte. R. C. Sayer [À] 

died officially on 8 September 1916 at Abbeville Base Hospital.  He was wounded in the thigh on 21 July 

when ñhe was hit shortly after carrying in Lieutenant Percy Badhamò.
60

  War Diaries usually recorded the 

names only of officer casualties and Lt. Percy Badham was wounded during an unsuccessful attack in the 

area of La Boiselle.  Pte. Sayer is thus mentioned by name, because he had rescued an officer.  However, 

when his death was reported it was due to a ñserious chest woundò; it is not clear when but, in the preceding 

weeks, the War Diary recorded numerous incidents that resulted in casualties.
61

 

Once captured, a strong-point had to be defended from counterattack and on 10 September the Canadian 

10
th
 Alberta Battalion took over the front line.  It was then involved in a series of defensive operations, 

primarily successful, near La Boiselle.  In one of these actions, Pte. William Herbert Jones [À] was 

severely wounded in the buttock and lost a lot of blood.  He died of these wounds on 25 September 1916 at a 

Casualty Clearing Station in Puchevilliers and was buried in the nearby British Cemetery.  He was the first 

emigrant to Canada from Tewkesbury to be killed in the war. 

Battle of Bazentin, 14-17 July 

By 13 July the British attack was progressing slowly and painfully uphill towards the second line of German 

defences.  At the beginning of this battle, British troops broke through the line during a night attack ï only to 

face stiffening enemy defences on the higher land beyond.  No local men were killed here. 

Diversionary attack at Fromelles, 19 July 1916 

To take pressure off the beleaguered British forces on the 

Somme, a diversionary attack was planned further north in the 

area of Armentieres, at Fromelles.  Unfortunately, untried 

Divisions were used in what turned out to be an ill-planned 

attack that achieved nothing at a cost of thousands of casualties.  

The attack was the début of the Australians on the Western Front, 

described on the Australian War Memorial, as ñthe worst 24 

hours in Australia's entire historyò.
  

Of 7,080 BEF casualties, 

5,533 losses were incurred by the 5
th
 Australian Division; 

German losses were 1,600ï2,000, with 150 taken prisoner. 

(Fromelles is now known for the recent discovery and re-burial 

of 250 Australian and British soldiers killed in this battle.) 

The British contribution was the 61
st
 Division which included 

a second line Territorial battalion, the 2
nd/

5
th 

Gloucesters:
62

 

however, ósecond lineô Divisions had suffered for some time 

from lack of equipment.  This Division had landed in France on 

23 May 1916 but was not involved in the main offensive ï until 

this disastrous, diversionary attack.  The 2
nd

/5
th
 Battalion was in 

reserve and did not take part in the assault; consequently the 

casualty return in the War Diary for 19 and 20 July records just two wounded men. Although the 61
st
 

Division did not suffer as badly as the Australian division in terms of casualties, it had damaged its 

reputation to the extent that it was only used for holding trench lines until 1917. 

The battalionôs Cpl. A. H. Askew [À] met his death over a month later on 31 August 1916. His battalion 

had remained in the Fromelles sector during August and both sides engaged in trench raids, in which the 
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th
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Gloucestershire poet, Lt. F. W. Harvey, was captured on 17 August 1916 in the German front-line trench, 

whilst on a lone reconnaissance patrol.
63

  Two weeks later Cpl. Askew was killed.  The War Diary is not 

very informative on the activity that day and simply notes that the unit was in trenches and suffered ñone 

Other Rank killed and three woundedò.  Cpl. Askewôs body was buried in Laventie Military Cemetery. 

The uphill attacks, trying to conquer the German strengthening defences, continued: there were 

simultaneous attacks on High Wood, Delville Wood and Pozières Ridge.  23 July, when these attacks were 

taking place, was another dismal day, on which four Tewkesbury men ï serving in different battalions and in 

different battles ï lost their lives. 

Attacks on High Wood, 20-25 July  

The 19th (Western) Division had arrived in France on 18 July 1915 and entered the front line at Bazentin le 

Petit and took part in one of a number of unsuccessful attacks on the key position of High Wood.  The 8
th
 

Gloucestersô War Diary entry for 23 July commented that: ñ...Attack failed, our casualties being one officer 

killed, five wounded and eight missing..186 casualties among other ranksò. The one officer was the second 

local officer to be killed and the first of the family of Edward Priestley, Headmaster of the Grammar 

School.
64

   Lt . S. N. Priestley [À] led his platoon in the attack ï but did not return. One of his men reported: 

ñI saw him wounded and fall not far from the German Parapet. He struggled to his feet. I saw him stand and 

sway as I passed himò.  Although the dreaded telegram had reached his father, the War Office did not 

recognise his death officially until 24 February 1917.  His body was found in November 1917 but it was 

never identified after the war and so he is commemorated instead on the Thiepval Memorial.
65

 

Battle of Delville Wood, 15 July-3 September  

The 5
th
 Division was relatively experienced after fighting near Vimy Ridge, in front of Arras so, at the start of 

the Somme offensive, the Division was enjoying a period of rest and re-fit. That soon came to an end when 

they were moved to take part in an unsuccessful attack on High Wood. One constituent battalion was the 14th 

Warwicks, the óBirmingham Palsô,  and serving with them was former Tewkesbury Territorial, Pte.  P. C. 

Hawker [À].  One Pal recalled his memories of the action: ñA Company returned with 4 men & 1 Officer, 

afterwards 3 more men come in, after lying in a shell hole for 48 hrs. Reported they saw German snipers 

shoot our wounded, who raised themselves up, or tried to take off their equipment. We were enfiladed by 

machine-gun fire, in a field of oatséò.  Pte. Hawker was killed in that action on 23 July 1916. His name only 

is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.  British and South Africa troops suffered serious losses ï 

significantly, also a German Division recorded ñthe loss of many good, irreplaceable menò. 

Battle of Pozières, 23 July-3 September  

Cpl. Austin C. Papps [À] and Pte. T. Parrott [À] were both Tewkesburians who lost their lives in this battle 

whilst serving with the 145
th
 Brigade; however, they served with different regiments. 

Cpl. Papps had moved to Reading and so served in the Royal Berkshire Regiment.  Already a corporal 

aged only 18, his battalion was not involved at the start of the offensive but took part in this later phase for 

Pozières Ridge.  The division helped gain and hold ï at a high cost ï the key village of Pozières, located on a 

ridge of high ground between Albert and Bapaume.  The role of the 145th Infantry Brigade was to carry out a 

night attack to capture German trenches to the west, whilst the Australians attacked from the south. The War 

Diary commented: ñthe captured trenches being continually under fire...the Battalion did well in the attack 

and later when holding the captured trenchesò.  The battalion lost 128 men.   

Pte. Parrott, a Territorial relocated to Llandrindod Wells in Wales, had re-joined the 1
st
/5

th
 Gloucesters 

who found themselves alongside the Berkshires during the Battle of Pozières Ridge. The battalion launched 

its attack at 12.35 a.m. on 23 July when, according to the War Diary: ñThe attack was quickly discovered by 

enemy é. Heavy barrage of artillery and machine-gun fire were opened and in spite of being reinforced the 

objectives were not reachedò.  The Regimental historian, Wyrall, praised ñtheir gallant effortsò that had cost 

148 men.  One casualty was Pte. Parrott, although there is some mystery about the exact circumstances of his 

death.  His body was never recovered nor identified; he, like Cpl. Papps, is commemorated at Thiepval. 

L/Cpl. A. E. Wilkes [À] was also killed in this battle on that tragic day for Tewkesbury ï and is also 

commemorated, with 73,000 others, at Thiepval.  He was serving in the 1
st
 Division with the 10

th
 Gloucesters 
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and had served as an early volunteer with the ñFighting 10
th
ò at Loos.  The battalion did not see action again 

until July 1916 during the Battles of the Somme.  It did not participate on the opening day but was involved 

10 days later in burying the dead from the initial assaults, although 28 men were still killed and wounded 

through enemy shellfire.  On 22 July the battalion was in the front line south of the German stronghold of 

Martinpuich, preparing for an attack the following day.  At 12.30 a.m. on 23 July (at the same time and in 

the same offensive, supported by 145
th
 Brigade of Papps and Parrot t, to capture this dominant Pozières 

Ridge to the north) L/Cpl. Wilkes  was one of the fatal casualties, when 12 were killed; his body was never 

recovered nor identified. 

23 July 1916 was, therefore, a black day for Tewkesburyôs soldiers but the battle for Pozières Ridge 

continued and cost the lives of five more.   

The 8
th
 Gloucesters had also stayed in this crucial battle and its Cpl. Joseph Walker [À] died a week later 

on 30 July 1916, when the War Diary noted: ñ6.30pm ï our attack was held up by enfilade Machine-gun fire 

and concealed snipers from the right.....Casualties were 14 officers killed, wounded and missing; 160 other 

ranksò. Cpl. Walker was killed during this unsuccessful assault; he is commemorated at Thiepval. 

We have emphasised already that, once a target had been captured, it had to be held despite the furious 

German counter-attacks for which they were renowned.  Thus, on 1 August, Pte. W. H. Sheldon [À], then 

living in Birmingham, enlisted with the 11th Warwicks, lost his life whilst his battalion was holding the front 

line at Bazentin Ridge ï which had been captured, in theory, back on 17 July.  The battalion had already lost 

275 men on 15 July in an unsuccessful attempt.  The War Diary for 11 August noted: ñHostile artillery very 

intense throughout the day... A large number of men were buried by HE (High Explosive) shells, this 

accounts for the missing...4 bodies were dug out afterwards and pieces of other men, unrecognisable...This 

was a very trying day for the troopsò.  The casualties recorded were 63 men; one was Pte. Sheldon ï 

although the Register did not announce his death until 3 March 1917.  Not surprisingly, therefore, his body 

was never recovered nor identified; he too is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.
66

 

The 9th Essex Regiment, with veteran Tewkesburian Sgt. L. V. Mann [À], had been brought up into the 

battle, preparing to launch an attack in the evening of 12 August against German trench systems.  During the 

evening of 11 August and the following morning, the battalionôs own trenches were subjected to a heavy 

artillery bombardment that caused about 110 casualties. The attack in the evening captured the enemy 

position without opposition and then successfully resisted German counter-attacks.  Small compensation it 

was to Sgt. Mann who was one of the fatalities on 12 August.  A veteran of India, the Boer War and Loos, 

his body was never recovered nor identified he is also commemorated instead at Thiepval.
67

  

Serving also in the ñFighting 10
th
ò was 37-year-old Pte. James Jeynes [À], who had already been 

wounded in July ï but his wound had ñnearly healedò.  However, just two weeks later, the Register reported 

his death in action on 17 August 1916, when the battalion was in the front line trenches at Bazentin le Petit.  

Its War Diary noted: ñ17/18 August ï Co-operated in a bombing attack in front of Martinpuich. The attack 

was unsuccessfulò.  However, there were 72 casualties, among whom was Pte. Jeynes whose body was never 

recovered nor identified; he also is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.  

Still linked with the 10
th
 Gloucesters in the 1

st
 Division was the regular 1

st
 Battalion.  It had been in 

reserve for much of the Somme Campaign so far ï but it moved into the front line in the middle of July. As 

part of the Battle of Bazentin Ridge in July, the battalion carried out successful attacks to capture German 

trenches.  After a quiet first half of August, on 20 August the battalion moved into the front.  During the long 

and bitterly fought Battle of Pozières, Its War Diary recorded: ñFront line held by A Company with 2 Lewis 

Guns and 10 men in advanced post...A Companyôs advanced position was attacked and driven back 30 yards 

where a position in shell holes was taken upò. There were 52 casualties, of which one fatality was another 

local reservist ñOld Contemptibleò: L/Cpl. F. Dickenson [À]. His body was never recovered nor identified 

and he is also commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme.  

On 25 August, during that same Battle of Pozières, the first line Territorial 1
st
/5

th
 Gloucesters had moved 

into the front line in readiness for an attack.  The second of the Moore family of Territorial Officers, Lt. 

Lionel Watson Moore [À], had taken command of óB Companyô on 2 August.  The War Diary for 27 

August, the day on which Lt. Moore was killed, recorded that: ñSeveral dug outs were bombed and trench 
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consolidated...About 50 prisoners were taken...enemyôs other losses estimated at about 200 killed and 

woundedò.  The Register later added that his death had come after he ñled a trench raid after lighting up a 

cigarette; he ran down a trench firing and laughing and the Germans surrenderedò, except one who, ñout of 

spiteò or not knowing of the surrender, shot him through the head, killing him instantly.  In anger, a 

wounded private shot Germans until he also died.  The padré attempted some consolation in a letter delivered 

by a welfare officer: ñI buried your splendid soldier son this morning at 4 a.m. in the very trench in which he 

and his men were killed while taking it most magnificentlyò.  Despite the padr®ôs words, Lt. Mooreôs grave 

marker was evidently lost later; he is also commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.
68

  

Another Territorial battalion involved was 1
st
/6

th
 Gloucesters which we have not so far encountered 

amongst local fatalities although it was involved in the battles of Albert and Bazentin Ridge.  During the 

fighting in July alone, the battalion had suffered heavily, sustaining nearly 400 casualties.  Surviving those 

battles was a conscript, Pte. H. A. Greening [À], transferred as a replacement into this battalion in June 

1916.  The battalion subsequently took part in the Battle of Pozières, an eventual success ï albeit at great 

cost.  On 3 September, officially the final day of that battle phase, the battalion was in the front line trenches 

at Thiepval, ñheavily shelled by heavy howitzers from 5am to 3pmò.  Pte. Greening died on 3 September, 

when a shell fell on the parapet of the front line trench, burying and killing him instantly. It was reported that 

ñhe passed away to his eternal home without any painò.  His body was recovered and he is buried in 

Auchonvillers Military Cemetery. 

The fierce Battle of Delville Wood was nearly two months old but ended on the same date with the death 

of Gunner William Henry Jones [À], a member of the newly important Machine Gun Corps (Motor 

Branch).  The Corps had formed in November 1914 as a result of 

lessons learned that year and was organised into Motor Machine-gun 

Batteries to provide infantry divisions with extra mobile machine-gun 

firepower, fitted to motorcycles and sidecars. By late 1914, however, 

fighting on the Western Front had settled into static warfare and the 

opportunities for Machine Gun Corps  units to operate as a mobile 

force were limited; in many cases, they had to operate as conventional 

machine-gun sections until 1918. 

Gunner Jones had been a volunteer living in Stoke on Trent in 

May 1915; by July he was serving in France with the 18
th
 Division.  

His unit took part in many of the Battles of the Somme: Albert, 

Bazentin Ridge and the subsidiary attacks on High Wood and, fatally 

for Gunner Jones, Delville Wood.  He was killed in action on 3 September 1916 ï the battleôs final day ï 

after a successful, but such a costly campaign, that it was known as ñDevilôs Woodò to those who had 

endured it.  On 31 August the Germans made yet another counter-attack, recapturing a narrow band in a 

corner of the wood. A British response on 3 September failed to retake the lost ground and the final elements 

of the German forces were only driven out on 8 September. Given the date of his death and the place where 

he was buried, it is reasonable to assume that Gunner Jonesô unit was in support when he was killed. An 

officer wrote to his father: ñPoor Jones was killed in action, whilst the Battery was under heavy shell fire. 

His death must have been instantaneous, as he was struck by a heavy shellò.  Despite the manner of his 

death, his body was recovered for burial, appropriately, in the Delville Wood Cemetery.  He was the first 

man, commemorated locally, to be killed whilst serving in the Machine Gun Corps.  

Battles of Guillemont and Ginchy, 3-9 September 

The Allies could not rest on their laurels after the costly seizures of firstly Battle of Bazentin Ridge and 

subsequently High Wood and Delville Wood because the Germans were still able to bombard them ï as was 

evidenced by the death of Gunner Jones.  The attack had to continue, therefore, towards the village 

strongpoints of Guillemont and Ginchy.  The British Official History claimed that the ñdefence of Guillemont 

was judged by some observers, to be the best performance of the war by the German army on the Western 

Frontò.  The loss of Ginchy deprived the Germans of observation posts, from which they could observe the 

entire battlefield and also enable the British to eliminate German artillery-fire from three sides.  Many 

counter-attacks had been sprung by German infantry in July and August; the attack on 31 August being the 
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largest mounted by the Germans during the Battle of the Somme.  Better coordination between the Allied 

armies in September enabled the capture of much more ground and inflicted approximately 130,000 

(irreplaceable) casualties on the German defenders.  No local men lost their lives in this phase. 

As a result of capturing Ginchy, the Allies were then ready to continue the offensive in the Battle of 

Flers-Courcelette, during which Tewkesbury would lose another veteran Reservist, one of the dwindling 

band of óOld Contemptiblesô, awarded both the 1914 Mons Star Medal and Clasp. 

Battle of Flers-Courcelette, 15-22 September 

This battle was historically significant because, after so many failures in attack, the British used a few highly 

secret ótanksô for the first time as they progressed slowly on the former Roman road from Albert to Bapaume. 

Since the death of L/Cpl. Dickenson at  Pozières on 20 August and the end of the battle on 3 September, 

the 1
st
 Gloucesters had advanced upwards along that crucial road to take part in the Battle of Flers.  It did 

not involve the battalionôs direct participation, although it was once again used to carry out work to 

consolidate captured positions.  On 21 and 22 September the War Diary noted: ñTwo Companies on fatigues 

clearing Cork Alley... carried in woundedò.  The Diary does not mention any casualties but records one 

officer and three Other Ranks on the following day, when L/Cpl.  George Thomas Mann [À] was killed in 

action.  We know no more but, as with so very many, his body was never recovered nor identified; he is also 

commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. 

Battle of Morval, 25-28 September  

Having broken through the prepared lines of German defences at long last, the British now faced a new set of 

challenges as it approached yet more slopes towards the Transloy Ridges.  The fighting was severe as ever 

but the British pushed forward in costly fashion. Once more the weather intervened with autumn rain, 

making the battlefield increasingly difficult and stretching men to the limits of their physical endurance.   

Battle of Thiepval, 26-28 September 

Thiepval had been one of the strong-points in the German first line and, thus, a target from the first day but it 

proved impossible to take.  After recent progress to the east, the defenders were now outflanked; the heights, 

upon which it sat, fell to an efficient attack. No 

local men were lost in this subsidiary battle. 

However, 19 men from Tewkesbury ï 

whose bodies were never recovered nor 

identified ï are among the 72,190 whose only 

commemoration in France is on these white 

marble surfaces.  All the Gloucesters are 

grouped together on Pier & Face 5A & B with 

one from the 11th Warwicks.  However, the 

three men serving with the Berks, Essex and 

14
th
 Warwicks are listed separately. 

     The site was chosen because firstly of the 

difficulty in capturing it ï yet it was achieved 

eventually; and secondly it can be viewed for 

miles around.  This outstanding memorial, ï

geographically as well as architecturally - 

designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, was built 

between 1928 and 1932 and unveiled by the Prince of Wales (later King Edward VIII) , in the presence of the 

President of France, on 1 August 1932 

Battle of Le Transloy, 1-18 October 

Progressing ever up the slopes, the Battle of Le Transloy actually began in better weather and a strong-point 

was captured on 7 October.  Subsequently, however, rain enforced pauses during 8-11 and 13-18 October.  

This also allowed time for a methodical bombardment, when it became clear that the German defence had ï 

yet again ï recovered from earlier defeats.  Haig consulted with the army commanders and, on 17 October, 

reduced the scope of operations by cancelling large army attacks.  Instead, he confined the British to limited 

operations, in co-operation with the French Sixth Army. 

Even if there were pauses in attacking, fatalities continued.  On 12 October it was the turn of Pte. R. F. 

Peach [À], serving with 4th Worcesters.  This battalion had already suffered 101 casualties on the Somme 

Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme [CWGC] 
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during a failed attack on the strong point of Beaumont Hamel.   By then, the Somme ridges had ñmelted into 

knee deep mudò.  On that day, the battalion was in a reserve position north of High Wood, and in the 

evening, carrying parties struggled up to the front line with ammunition.  It was reported that one officer was 

killed and 12 other ranks wounded.  One of the wounded was Pte. Peach.  He died of his wounds but, 

unusually, his body was neither recovered nor identified after the war (probably due to the fighting in the 

area in 1918); he is, therefore, commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.  

Another pause followed, before operations resumed on 23 October towards the northern flank.  Serving 

with the same battalion was a veteran 44 year old, with a chequered and colourful career in the army: Cpl. 

Arthur G. Amott [À].  After serving in Gallipoli, the battalion was soon involved in the Somme offensive.  

After the severe losses at Beaumont Hamel in early July and a period of recuperation around Ypres (a quiet 

and neglected front in 1916 only), the battalion took part in the struggle to capture Transloy Ridge, an attack 

which had already cost the life of Pte. Peach.  Sometime before it was relieved on 21 October, Cpl. Amott  

was wounded and, on 26 October, ñdied of wounds, received in actionò.  He had managed to reach a 

Casualty Clearing Station, as he was buried at the adjacent Heilly Station Cemetery. 

Bad weather again caused another delay until 5 November; yet fatalities still took place during ñtrench 

warfareò as troops tried to hold the ground they had captured.  The 1
st
/6

th
 Gloucesters had moved away from 

Thiepval to the Transloy Ridge.  It was here that another veteran regular was lost.  On 3 November, Sgt. W. 

F. Birt [À] was killed, not in battle, but probably during routine trench maintenance, when a shell killed him 

instantly.  Unsurprisingly, his body was not recovered and he is commemorated at Thiepval. 

One of the limited operations took place on 5 November 1916 when the 2
nd

 Worcesters carried out an 

attack on a sloping German position known as Boritzka Trench ï in an effort once again to gain higher, drier 

ground before the final days of the campaign.  The attack, however, took place during a thunderstorm, 

accompanied by lightning: ñthrough the rain came German shells but in that slough many of them failed to 

explodeò.  The trench was, in fact, captured ï but the casualties amounted to some 200. Pte. Fred Dee [À] 

was almost certainly wounded in this action as the battalion was relieved the next day and taken out of the 

line.   Pte. Dee had joined the battalion in September only to experience the particularly wet autumn: the 

heavy rain, which became more continuous, caused ñthe countless shell-holes (to become) slimy pools; the 

churned soil of the Somme ridges melted into knee-deep mud, which made movement more and more 

difficultò.  He was evacuated to one of the Base Hospitals in Rouen but died of his wounds on 8 November 

1916; he was buried in the nearby St. Sever Cemetery Extension. The Register merely reported ñanother 

Tewkesburian killedò.   His Company Commander was awarded the Victoria Cross for his part. 

At the time of this last death, however, Field Marshal Haig ordered that offensive operations should cease 

on 6 November, except for small attacks intended to improve positions and divert German attention from 

attacks being made by the French army.  These larger operations were only resumed in January 1917. 

Battles of the Ancre Heights and the Ancre, 1 October-18 November 

The line of attack now reverted to attempting to capture strong-points on the Ancre Heights that had proved 

impossible earlier in the campaign.  This time, with an attack from the east along with foggy and wintry 

conditions, the attack on Beaumont Hamel was successful. 

At this late stage of the campaign the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division became involved with a constituent 

pioneer battalion, the 14th Worcesters.  As with the 13
th
 Gloucesters, the role of pioneers was to provide 

skilled labour to supplement the work of the sappers of the Royal Engineers in the construction of redoubts, 

emplacements and other field works; they were also equally capable of fighting as infantry.  Soon after 

arriving in France, the division took over the trenches on Vimy Ridge and remained in the general area of 

Arras for the next three months, the various companies being employed to work on the surrounding defences.  

The division had only moved to the Somme at the beginning of October and this was to be its first major 

operation on the Western Front, although it had previously served in Gallipoli. The battalion consolidated 

defences and built communication trenches from the start line towards captured German trenches.  

Tewkesburian, Pte. L. Gurney [À], having enlisted in October 1915, was killed in action on 13 November, 

the first day of the battle and just five days before the Somme campaign ended. The Register reported that he 

had been ñkilled instantly by a shell whilst out with a party at nightò.  His body was never recovered nor 

identified; as with twenty-seven other local men, he is commemorated instead on the Thiepval Memorial. 

The last Tewkesburian to be killed in the campaign was a 40-year-old former Grammar School student 

and emigrant to Australia.  Pte. W. A. Gorton [À] was serving with the 25
th
 Battalion, AIF, which had 

participated at the end of the Gallipoli campaign before disembarking at Marseilles on 19 March 1916, the 
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first Australian battalion to land there.  In July the division had moved to the Somme front where it lost 785 

casualties in the Battle of Pozières.  The division was then transferred to a quieter area in Belgium to 

recuperate.  At the end of October, however, the division was recalled to the Somme.  The 25th Battalion 

took part in two attacks to the east of Flers in November, both of which ultimately floundered in the mud; 

the Australians managed to capture some of their objectives, but were eventually forced to withdraw.  Pte. 

Gorton was killed in action on 14 November during that offensive. His body was never recovered nor 

identified but, because of his adopted nationality, he is commemorated instead on the Australian National 

Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux, near Amiens. 

The Battles of the Somme had, therefore, petered out in atrocious, wintry conditions after over four 

months of relentlessly intensive fighting.  The British and French had advanced about 6 miles on the Somme, 

on a front of 16 miles at a cost of 419,654 British and 202,567 French casualties, against 465,181 German 

casualties (although historians have long argued over the true cost).
69

   

At the time the Army felt it was a victory ï if a costly one.  Thereafter in the 1930s, a negative attitude 

gradually grew in resonance, partly due to Winston Churchill being a powerful influence with his book, The 

World Crisis published in 1931.  He had objected to the way the battle was being fought as early as August 

1916 and Lloyd George, when Prime Minister, criticised attrition warfare and condemned the battle in his 

post-war memoirs.  In the 1930s a new orthodoxy of ñmud, blood and futilityò emerged and gained more 

emphasis in the 1960s, when the 50th anniversaries of the Great War battles were commemorated.
70

  

Yet another way to view these statistics was to accept them ï but to emphasise that German losses were 

much harder to replace.  In addition, the destruction of German units in battle was made worse by lack of 

rest.  British and French aircraft and long-range guns reached well behind the German front-line to thwart the 

formation of potentially successful counter-attacks.  

One could then counter by noting that, despite the strategic predicament of the German army, it survived 

the battle, withstood the pressure of the Brusilov Offensive in Russia, and conducted an invasion of Romania.  

In 1917, the German army in the west survived the large British and French offensives of the Nivelle 

Offensive and the Third Battle of Ypres, though ï again ï at great cost.  

On the other hand the original German commander during the Somme, Falkenhayn, was sacked and 

replaced by Hindenburg and Ludendorff at the end of August 1916.  Undoubtedly these were the two most 

successful German Generals from the Eastern Front.  However, Ludendorff himself concluded in his 

memoirs: ñwe were completely exhausted on the Western Frontò. 

One of the reasons for their success was that they were realists and therefore, at a conference at 

Cambrai on 5 September, a decision was taken to build a new defensive line well behind the Somme front.  

The Siegfriedstellung (later known as the Hindenburg Line) was to be built from Arras.  These lines were 

intended to limit any Allied breakthrough and to allow the German army to withdraw if attacked.  Work 

began on the Hindenburg Line at the end of September 1916.  Withdrawing to the new line was not an easy 

decision: the High Command struggled over it during the winter of 1916-1917.  

At the time, when the towns of northern England especially were mourning the loss of so many ñPalsò 

and ñChumsò, it must have seemed that the British had suffered a very serious defeat.  Yet, looking back 

from the perspective of 1918, the campaign may be viewed more positively.  Although men from 

Tewkesbury fought in many different units during the campaign, the loss of 30 men, most of whose bodies 

were never recovered nor identified, must have seemed a heavy blow. 

It was, therefore, the termination of a paradoxical year in the war.  It was paradoxical because it seemed 

there had been so many disappointments ï there was no evident victory on the Somme or at Jutland and there 

was indisputable defeat in Mesopotamia and Egypt.  However, as with the Somme, each would prove to have 

played a vital ς if costly ς part in the long-term success that emerged, at long last, in November 1918.
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 M. Waldron points out that recent research has generally settled on 600,000 German losses. 
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 This was the era of ñDonkeysò and ñO, What a lovely Warò. See discussion on Gen. French, page 123 
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D. 1917: A Year without  Hope? 

Western Front 

 

DATE EVENTS (INCLUDING WORLD) 

26 Aug 1916 
11 March 1917 
16 November 
14 March ς 5 April 
6 April  
9 April-4 May 
16 April-5 May 
15 May  
7-14 June 
June-August 
31 July 
12 October 
26 Oct.-10 Nov.  
20 Nov.-7 Dec. 
24 Oct.-12 Nov. 
Oct.-Nov. 
9 December 
15 December 

Decision to create Hindenburg Line 
Mesopotamia: Baghdad captured from Turks 
End of Somme Campaign  
Retreat to the Hindenburg Line 
USA declares war on Germany and its allies 
Battles of Arras 
French Nivelle Offensive 
French Mutiny: Pétain replaces Nivelle as French C-in-C 
Battle of Messines 
Operation Hush, planned but not implemented 
3rd Ypres starts: Battle of Pilckem 
3rd Ypres: 1st Battle of Passchendaele 
3rd Ypres ends with 2nd Battle of Passchendaele 
Battle of Cambrai 
Italy: Battle of Caporetto ς Britain sends 48 Div. including 1st/5 th 
Gloucesters  
Bolshevik Revolution in Russia 
Palestine: Jerusalem captured by the British from the Turks 
Russia announces cease-fire and states wish to leave the war 
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1917 may have seemed a hopeless year on the Western front.  The Somme was replaced by apparently futile 

battles near Arras and back again ï for the third time ï around Ypres.  However, seismic changes were 

taking place in the wider world which would have a beneficial long-term impact on the war for the Allies. 

The Italians, allies since 1915, now proved something of a burden for the Entente as troops had to be 

diverted there to stop the country being overwhelmed by the Austro-Hungarians.  Yet, there was cause for 

hope in the Middle East, where Baghdad was at long last captured and Lloyd George won his promised 

ñChristmas Present for the Nationò with the capture of Jerusalem from the Turks. 

Russia, on the other hand, seemed to be sliding into hopelessness with the two revolutions, culminating in 

the Bolshevik Revolution and the withdrawal of Russia from the war.  At long last, Germany thought it would 

have a chance of winning a óone frontô war in the West but their recklessness at sea had provoked the USA 

into declaring war on Germany ï a real sign of hope for the Western Allies that they might survive this 

dreadful war. 

In the winter of 1916-1917 in the trenches one would imagine that hope was in short supply. 

Trench Warfare, Winter 1916-1917 

ñIt is said that Time dims the memory of all things but few of those living who went through that first 

winter on the Somme after the battles of 1916 will ever forget the awful conditions under which men 

lived and foughté nothing can ever take away the vision of the ghastly dreariness of great stretches of 

mud and morassé knee deep in water which had taken on the consistency of soupé. Death clutched 

and snatched the lives of brave men for whom indeed some minded not the going ï since it meant 

release from the manifold miseries of a terrible existence.ò
71

 

The 1
st
 Gloucesters and Territorial battalions experienced these conditions in full measure, but in 1917 the 

Regulars would endure a better year, suffering no fatalities.  The Territorials and the Kitchener 12th 

Battalion, however, lost ten, while another 33 Tewkesburians died whilst serving with other regiments.  The 

spring brought the Battles of Arras, fought in order to assist our French allies.  There followed the Third 

Battle of Ypres, planned by Haig but which caused so many losses amidst the mud and morass.  Despite 

early successes derived from lessons learned on the Somme, the need to adopt a more active role, as a result 

of the French mutinies in April 1917, caused continuing high casualties. 

The first months of 1917, therefore, brought mainly the miserable conditions described by Wyrall with 

the occasional respite in a hutted camp.  1
st
 Gloucesters, which had been fighting since August 1914, had 

received many replacements to fill their exhausted 

and depleted ranks: this was the initiation to active 

service.  Occasionally a pattern was followed: about 

three days in a front -line trenches, followed by three 

in support, then three in reserve before so called 

órestô in the occasional hutted camp.  We must stress 

that the word órestô was relative and it usually 

involved labouring work, especially road making, or 

training.  Stationed on the Somme, the regular 

battalion experienced glorious weather in May (when 

further south the Battle of Arras raged) and was also 

lucky that their Brigade commander believed in 

sports as a way of maintaining fitness.  As a result, 

work was suspended when out of line during the 

afternoons and Wyrall reported the success of the 

Gloucesters at Rugby ï but not in boxing.  

The Territorial Battalions were not so fortunate, although they did manage to spend all of January ñout of 

lineò.  However, death from random shelling or snipers was ever-present.  The first Tewkesbury death of 

1917 came in this way on 18 January when Driver Tom Beesley [À], of 11th Divisional Ammunition 

Column, Royal Field Artillery, died of wounds after the Capture of Munich Trench during the Operations on 

the Ancre (11 January-13 March 1917). Although the final phase of the Somme campaign had officially 
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ended in November 1916, military operations by both sides were mostly restricted to survival in the rain, 

snow, fog, water-logged trenches and shell-holes.  At the beginning of 1917, the 11
th
 Division was still in the 

area where the British were attempting to keep German attention on the Somme front by making localised 

attacks to capture portions of the German defences.  Meanwhile preparations proceeded for the Allied 

offensive at Arras, planned for April 1917. His C.O. emphasised the ever-present dangers in his consoling 

letter to his parents: ñI have to inform you that Driver Beesley was engaged with a fatigue party near the 

trenches, on the return journey a shell burst near the party, and mortally woundedò.   

The good fortune of the Territorials continued into February and early March, even when in the trenches.  

On 12 March, the 1
st/

5
th
 War Diary recorded the cryptic comment: ñWeather very goodé. But still no signs 

of an enemy retreat: canôt be too long nowò.
72

 

German Retreat to the Hindenburg Line, Spring 1917 

DATE EVENTS (Map on Page 41)  
26 August 1916 Decision to build Hindenburg Line 
9 February 1917 Start of the dismantling of old Defence 

Lines 
14 March Retreat starts 
9 April Battle of Arras 
16 April Nivelle Offensive 
3 May Third Battle of the Scarpe 
4 May End of Battles of Arras  
7 May German counter-attack 

 
 

The diarist had been referring to the first most significant development of 1917: the German retreat to the 

Hindenburg Line.  Unknown to the British, orders for the construction of a new line of defences had been 

issued on 26 August 1916, nearly two months into the Battles of the Somme and after the appointment of 

joint Heads of the German army: Hindenburg and Ludendorff .  Wyrall used this as a defence of the 1916 

battles:  ñif any justification for the Somme Battles of 1916 were needed then surely the most cogent may be 

found in the German retreat to the Hindenburg Line in 1917é the Germans had lost so heavily that they 

were forced to shorten their lineò.  He quoted Ludendorff himself: ñThe decision to retreat ..implied a 

confession of weakness bound to raise the morale of our enemyò.
73

  The balance was quietly changing. 

The dismantling of the former trench lines started on 9 February, while the first day of retirement was 16 

March 1917.  However even before that, soldiers were vulnerable to the random attacks of trench warfare 

and, on 5 March, Tewkesbury lost one of its exiles, Pte. Samuel Preece [À] of 1
st
/8

th
 Notts. & Derbys.  ñVery 

little happened on March 5thò.  According to the Record, Pte. Preece was a company runner and his 

Commanding Officer was quoted as saying: ñhe was with me at the time, acting as my runner when he was 

snipedò.
74

  He died of wounds, after being treated in one of three Casualty Clearing Stations in the area. 

The Gloucester Territorials had the job of gradually moving forward, clearing the pockets of resistance in 

the form of machine-gun nests and booby traps, with which the Germans intended to make the retreat as 

painful as possible for their enemy.  One such incident on 5 April 1917 cost the battalion 57 men in an 

ultimately successful operation, one was Cpl. H. W. Hyett [À], shot whilst leading his machine-gun section.  

That night the battalion was relieved and the German Retreat officially ended. 

Unfortunately for the Territorial Battalions, their new station was subjected to frequent attack and 

counter-attack.  One of them turned out well for Sgt. Albert Coopey [À] of the 1
st
/5

th
 when the battalion was 

involved in an attack in ñabominable heavy rainò, capturing new positions.  Sgt. Coopey and one other 

survivor received the Military Medal for gallantry: the second such award for a Tewkesburian.  

Exemplifying the dangers of this period of warfare, on 18 April all the senior officers of the 1
st
/6

th
 were 

killed when a mine exploded underneath their HQ.  Six days later on 24 April, it was the turn of the 1
st
/4

th
 to 
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lose its C.O. during an attack.
75

  The battalion was forced to retire to avoid being surrounded and one can 

presume that it was during this operation that Pte. Charles Simons [À] was seriously wounded, dying two 

days later after being successfully evacuated to No. 1 General Hospital at Etretat near Le Havre. 

What the British discovered, as they moved slowly and painfully forward, was the reality of a German 

scorched earth policy of what they had abandoned.  As they continued to fight a rear-guard action, more 

deaths followed.  At the beginning of May, the 61
st
 Division including the 2

nd
/6

th
 Gloucesters held the line 

just west of St. Quentin, which was still in German hands.  According to the War Diary, the battalion was in 

reserve at the start of the day on 10 May 1917 until it moved into the front line in the evening to relieve the 

2
nd

/7
th 

Worcesters.  That day, Pte. T. J. Evans [À] was killed, but the Diary makes no reference to casualties 

on that date, only ñintermittent artillery fireò.  The battalion was primarily involved in improving trench 

wiring.  We can only assume that Pte. Evans was a random victim of trench warfare.   

Battles of Arras, April -May 

As the weather improved, the desire to attack became irresistible.  The French, ever keen to expel the hated 

enemy, had appointed a new commander, Nivelle, famed for his óOffensive Spiritô.  He won the backing of 

Lloyd George to order Haig to support his own offensive with a British attack near Arras to the north.  

Comprising soldiers from the Dominions as well as Britain, it was to take place a week before the French 

attack on 9 April 1917 in order to draw German troops away.  Perhaps predictably, there were major gains on 

the first day ï followed by stalemate. The battles of Vimy and the 1
st
 Scarpe showed that Somme lessons had 

been learned.  Although the BEF advanced 3.5 miles initially and cost the Germans 125,000 (less easily 

replaced) casualties, the British lost nearly 160,000 supporting its ally. 

Six of these were Tewkesburians; but the deaths also reflected the Commonwealth nature of the army 

involved.  The Kitchener 12
th 

Gloucesters lost two members.  The first, in somewhat tragic circumstances, 

came on 22 April.  The Battalion was north of Arras; it had taken over a section of the front line and there 

had been a daily round of casualties as the Germans shelled the positions for several days.  The Colonel 

wrote that ñthe Battalion had a rough time, especially from shelling ï one platoon of óAô Coy. being blown 

up by a shell that penetrated their cellarò.  In particular, on 22 April, heavy German shelling was reported 

with 19 casualties. One of these was Pte. Charles Sandford [À], a former óAbbey Boysô volunteer.  A fellow 

óAbbey Boyô, Sgt. Frank Kitching
76

 made subsequent enquiries by letter and on 30 May was successful: 

ñDear Sergt, I had your letter handed over to me, éa shell burst in the trench and buried the whole team, 

some of the boys immediately dug them out but Iôm sorry your friend had been killedò.  As was often the 

case, the area once again became a battlefield in 1918 and so Pte. Sandfordôs body was never recovered.   

Subsequently the Battalion was part of a force, including Canadians, which, after the success at Vimy 

Ridge, pushed eastwards across open country until they reached German defence lines.  The village of 

Fresnoy became the focus of attack.  However, after 

ferocious German counter-attacks were launched, 

the Canadians and British were pushed back. The 

front-line then stabilized, although in that counter-

attack the 12th Gloucesters suffered grievous losses, 

including at least five officers.  Pte. F. T. Price [À] 

was one of the unnamed soldiers also killed on 8 

May 1917.  We can presume that he was killed by 

shell-fire: his body was never found so only his 

name is commemorated on the Arras Memorial, 

along with that of Pte. Sandford.  

In that battle on 5 May, the Canadians managed 

to capture the village but Tewkesbury had lost its 

first Canadian exile, Cpl. V. W. Marment  [À], 

serving with the 31
st
 Alberta Regiment.  Cpl. Marment was killed by an exploding shell on 3 May during the 

3
rd

 Battle of the Scarpe for Fresnoy.  Unusually for such a death, his body was recovered and he is buried in 

Liévin Communal Cemetery, near Lens.   
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It is ironic that, on the same day, L/Sgt. H. N. Bloxham [À] of 8th Battalion, Rifle Brigade, was killed.  

The cousin by marriage of Cpl. Marment, he was put in charge of a Lewis Gun section; these light machine-

guns provided much of the infantry battalionôs firepower.  On 3 May the battalion took part in a pre-dawn 

attack, but surprise was lost as men advanced over the ridges with the setting moon behind them.  They 

successfully captured the German trenches but German counter-attacks meant they had to withdraw.  L/Sgt. 

Bloxham just disappeared; as one senior officer noted: ñWe had a rough time all the morningò.  Of 194 men 

lost, a third, 69, were from his company; none of the bodies were ever found.  Subsequent enquiries could 

only yield the report that ñI saw Sergt. Bloxham during the withdrawal. ... He must have been hit ... whether 

it was fatal or not the writer could not say. ... no news of the gallant sergeant has been gleanedò.  

The third death of that tragic day for Tewkesbury, 3 May 1917, was that of Pte. R. Hall [À] of the 112
th
 

Company in the recently formed Machine Gun Corps.  The aim creating this new, specialised Corps was to 

concentrate infantry firepower and emulate German success.  This company was attached to the 37
th
 Division 

and was heavily involved in the three battles in April. It is thought that Pte. Hall must have been wounded in 

one of these actions; he was soon reported as being treated in a Canadian Hospital in France.
77

  His wound 

was serious enough for him to be transferred to the huge military base at Etaples, near Boulogne, where he 

died and was buried.  In 1917 the facilities there could deal with 22,000 wounded or sick at any one time.   

The final fatality at Arras was Pte. J. L. Greenwood [À] had enlisted as a Yeoman with the RGH  but, 

cavalry being almost redundant, had been transferred to the infantry with the 16th Royal Warwicks.  He was 

killed in action on 10 May.  According to its War Diary, the battalionôs front line had been subjected to an 

artillery barrage for some hours and Pte. Greenwood was no doubt a victim of this.  His name joins his 

comrades, Bloxham, Sandford and Price, on the Arras Memorial.  The battle was almost the last part of the 

Battle of Arras, which terminated amidst great losses on 17 May 1917.
78

 

Even after battles had been won, lives could be lost when newly captured areas were being secured.  Such 

a fatal location was the Mindel Trench, located further south of Arras at Laôn.  The Allied front line ran 

practically through here and the trench was captured on the first day of the offensive.  Two months later on 

31 May, Tewkesbury lost its third officer, but the first to be conscripted: 2
nd

/Lt.  Leonard Tysoe [À], serving 

in the 39
th
 Company, the Labour Corps.  One hopes that it was his skills as a surveyor that caused the army 

to draft this 37-year-old into the unfashionable Labour Corps as an Officer.  This Corps was newly formed in 

January 1917: its task to undertake the immense effort of building and maintaining the huge network of 

roads, railways, camps, stores, telephone systems, etc.
79

  We have no details of his death but one can assume 

that work was being done to secure the area, when Lt. Tysoe was wounded.  In the area were Field 

Ambulances and so Lt. Tysoe may have died of his wounds.
80

   

As a tragic footnote, the Nivelle Offensive was also a disastrous failure.  Nivelle had promised a decisive 

war-ending victory over the Germans in 48 hours; the men were euphoric on entering the battle. The shock 

of failure soured their mood overnight.  The result was that nearly half of the French infantry divisions 

stationed on the Western Front mutinied.
81

 Despite its losses and privations, the British Army did not mutiny.  

It would need its celebrated ñindomitable pluckò
82

 when C-in-C Haig decided to mount Britainôs very own 

offensive in Flanders  ï what is now known as the infamous Third Battle of Ypres (or óPasschendaeleô).  It 

cost the lives of 26 local men. 

Third Battle of Ypres, 31 July 

Haig had not really wished to fight the Battle of the Somme in support of his French allies, but had long 

valued his position near the Channel ports and the crucial railway hub at Roulers; choosing this sector 

possessed military logic.  Preparations for operations in Flanders had begun in 1915, with the improvements 

in railway supply lines: by mid-1917 they gave the area the most efficient supply system of the BEF.  An 
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additional impetus to action was the vulnerability of British lines south and east of Ypres to artillery based on 

higher ground; trench mortaring, mining and raiding from January to May caused 20,000 Allied casualties.  

On a strategic level, Haig wished to start this before the feared collapse of the Russian front and it was 

also felt that the capture of Zeebrugge would lessen the severe U-Boat threat.  Lloyd George did not really 

favour Haigôs plans but acquiesced as nothing better was proposed by Foch, the French Chief of the General 

Staff, who had also opposed them in favour of the Nivelle Offensive (which failed).  Because of all this 

opposition, Haig did not receive approval from the War Cabinet for the Flanders operation until 25 July.  

Battle of Messines, 7-14 June  

The stunningly successful capture of this ridge after 7 June encouraged all doubters; it was regarded as a 

necessary precursor to an offensive to capture Passchendaele Ridge. 

Unfortunately a Tewkesburian lost his life in this victory on 7 June 1917.  Pte. D. R. Hutchinson [À] 

was a conscript replacement in the 3
rd 

Worcesters, which took a leading part in the battle. The newspaper 

reported with enthusiasm:  ñIn seven minutes from the start the enemyôs front system of defences had fallen, 

almost without a blowé .  However, Fire from German machine guns checked the advance é . The 

Worcestershire platoons became separatedò.  It was, indeed, a successful attack that captured the ground; 

however, the battalion had lost 240 men.
83

  One of these was Pte. Hutchinson, who died of his wounds; this 

was confirmed by his burial at Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, attached to a major hospital centre.  

Nevertheless, the major concern was that the German defences were in such depth that the desired break-

through would be impossible ï and so it proved. 

óOperation Hushô, 21 June-August 

This was the code name for a planned ï and highly secret ï consequence of anticipated success in the battle.  

The capture of high ground would permit a coastal attack on Zeebrugge, the base from which U-Boats 

attacked our shipping.  The 1
st
 Gloucesters, after their months of recuperation and training, were chosen for 

this amphibious attack.  The battalion was, therefore, relatively safe in camp from July to October, when 

ñHushò was abandoned because of the failure of the campaign to capture the necessary higher ground.   

Safety was relative since one worrying aspect for the long term was that some of these camps in so-called 

ósafe zonesô proved vulnerable, not only to long-range artillery, but also to aeroplanes.  Furthermore, Wyrall 

failed to mention that the Germans were aware of these preparations and launched a surprise attack on 10 

July.  The brunt fell on 2
nd

 Kingôs Royal Rifle Corps, whose diary recorded ñintense enemy shelling on all 

areas all day. Enemy attacked at 7.10 p.m., when about 70% of the Battalion became casualtiesò.  One of 

the losses was former Territorial, Rifleman A. L. Brookes [À].  At first he was posted as missing but his 

death was confirmed on 4 August.  Although reportedly dying of wounds, his body was never recovered so 

his name is commemorated on the Nieuport Memorial.  

The operation was eventually cancelled and news of 

the crucial defeat was appropriately suppressed.  On 5 

November the 1
st 

Gloucesters joined the rest of the 

armies in the ñhopeless mud and morassò of 

Flanders.
84

 

One of the earliest casualties in this sector was 

Cpl. R. G. Williams [À] of 2
nd

 South Wales Borderers, 

a regular who had already fought in China, Gallipoli, 

the Somme and Arras before he died of wounds on 17 

July 1917.  This was before the Battles of Ypres had 

started but, as he was buried at Dozinghem Military 

Cemetery, attached to casualty clearing stations (called 

by the troops ñMendinghem, Dozinghem and 

Bandaghemò), we can only deduce that he was yet 

another victim of trench warfare. 

Battle of Pilckem, 31 July to 2 August 

This was the official opening of the campaign, after which 18 square miles of land was captured.  However, 
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three days after the battle ended, but during a period of unsuccessful German counter-attacks on 6 August, 

the veteran Territorial, CSM C. H. Attwood [À] of 1
st
/5

th
 Gloucesters, was killed instantly by a German shell 

that hit his dugout.  His body was recovered and he is buried at the New Irish Farm Cemetery.  Pte. W. H. 

Bastable [À] of the 1
st
/7

th
 Warwicks was less fortunate as his body was not recovered ï he is one of the last of 

the 54,322 names commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing before space ran out on 16 

August when a new, much enlarged, memorial was created at Tyne Cot Cemetery.
85

 When he was killed on 

11 August 1917, little is known precisely of the battalionôs exploits, so it must be assumed that Pte. Bastable 

lost his life during aggressive trench warfare, possibly due to shelling, as his body was never found. 

Battle of Langemarck, 16-18 August 

The 1
st
/7

th
 Warwicks  was again involved in this second phase of Ypres.  Reported missing on the first day 

was Pte. Frederick W. Hawker [À].  Called up under the Derby Scheme, he had already been invalided 

home with ótrench footô.  His record indicates that he died of wounds but his body was never recovered and 

his name only is commemorated on the new Tyne Cot Memorial.  This suggests that his grave was destroyed 

in subsequent fighting in 1918. 

No relation was Pte. William T. Hawker [À] of 1
st
/5

th
 Gloucesters, who died the same day.  A former 

Home Service Territorial, he had also been wounded on the Somme.  Here, his body was not recovered and 

he too is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial.  Wyrall wrote at length about this battle which was 

aimed at capturing a German concrete óPill Boxô, a small concrete fort which was an innovation in this sector 

that was impervious to artillery fire.  Initially , the battalion was heavily shelled and checked by machine-gun 

fire.  Pte. Hawker was one of 209 casualties of this battle.
86

 

Also commemorated at Tyne Cot is Pte. R.N. Coleman [À], of the 2
nd

 Berkshires, who disappeared on the 

same day.  Pte. Coleman was an Australian emigrant, who had lost his brother in Gallipoli.  Furthermore, in 

what is becoming a feature of losses in 1917, he had already been invalided home after the Somme and had 

only returned to the front on 16 May.  Even before Ypres commenced, he had taken part in a trench raid on 

10-11 July and was awarded the Military Medal for gallantry.  Less than two weeks later, he was dead.
87

 

The Actions  on the Menin Road, 20-22 August  

The fighting continued after Langemarck to capture strong-points along this road and on 22 August, Pte. G 

H. Jones [À] of the 2
nd

/1
st
 Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry disappeared during this fighting.  

His battalion had taken part in a series of attacks but, even before these had started, the men were living in 

bivouacs, being ñmuch vexed by German aeroplanes, and to a less degree by German shellsò.  Indeed, 

before the captured ólineô could be consolidated, they ñfound themselves the victims of sniping and machine-

gun fireò.  Once the attack had started, some ñhad to remain in shell-holes unsupported and shot at from 

several directions for over fifty hoursò.  His battalion was involved with the Gloucester Territorials in 

attacking a strong-post, assisted by tanks and, despite the losses, it was successfully held. His body was 

never recovered nor identified and his name only is commemorated at the new Tyne Cot Memorial to the 

Missing.
88

  

The battalion came out of the front line for a brief respite but ñit befell that some of our attacks, before 

they had commenced, were ruined by deluges of rainò.  On August 27 a further attack was made.  ñThe mud 

and enemy machine-gun fire alike proved terribleò: the advance failed to reach the German 'pill -boxes'.   

Still the men pressed on ï and the date of 27 August was to become a fatal one for local men.  Pte. 

Samuel Hathaway [À] and Cpl. Harry Knight [À] were both killed in this same operation. They were 

serving in the 2
nd

/4
th 

Gloucesters , also in 61st South Midland Division, but were ñrestingò when Pte. Jones 

was killed.  Their attack was unsuccessful:  ñthe failure to reach the objectives was chiefly due to the mud 

and to the men having to lie in water for 12 hours prior to the attackò.   The Register reported that Pte. 

Hathaway served in the Lewis Gun section and was shot ñinstantly in the heart.  Acting Cpl. Harry Knight 

was killed by machine-gun fire; (he was one) of the best gunners and was killed in advance upon a strong 

German positionò.  These attacks were minor operations but were, nevertheless, costly and inconclusive: the 

battalion lost 183 men.  During August, nearly 300 more were lost out of an effective strength of around 
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1,000 at the start of the month.  Field Marshal Haig called a halt to these operations amidst tempestuous 

weather, which was such a contrast with that experienced in the autumn of 1914.
89

 

On that same dreadful day died another Tewkesburian ï but the cause was one of the unfortunate and 

bizarre circumstances that occur in war.  Gunner Harry  Hurcombe [À], of 78
th 

Siege Battery, R.G. A. died ï 

and Tewkesbury lost its first recipient of the Military Medal, awarded ñfor conspicuous bravery in repairing 

communication wires under shell fireò in August 1916.  On that fateful day, he was apparently safe at a rest 

camp on the coast.  Nevertheless, he lost his life as he was taking a walk along the beach ï he was overcome 

by a gas cloud and succumbed to its effects.  A letter from his Officer to his mother explained: ñI am very 

sorry to have to tell you of your son, Harryôs death in action (sic).  I have waited till the result of the Court 

of Enquiry was obtained.  He had been sent away for a few days rest at the seaside, behind British lines, and 

went for a walk along the beach.  He must have walked unawares into a gas cloud, which has no smell and 

gives no warning, and was overcome.  He probably became unconscious at onceò.  Gunner Hurcombe, 

M.M., was buried in Zuydcoote Military Cemetery near Dunkirk.
90

 

There followed a pause in Allied general attacks between late August and 20 September.  The British had 

changed some infantry tactics, by adopting the óbite and holdô method of advance: waves of infantry stopped 

once they reached their objective and then consolidated the ground, while other waves passed through the 

objective to attack the next one; the earlier waves then became the tactical reserve.  General adoption of this 

method had been made possible when more artillery was brought into the area.  July had been exceptionally 

wet but, in August and September, drier weather and extensive road repairs made it much easier for the 

British to move vast amounts of supplies forward from the original front line.  Visibility increased except for 

frequent ground fog around dawn, which helped conceal British infantry during the attack, before clearing to 

expose German troop movements to British observation and attack.  

Battle of the Menin Road, 20ï25 September  

Another new feature appeared by 1917 in the re-posting of soldiers after convalescence.  Those who had 

been wounded and returned to active duty were often placed in a battalion, where they were needed with no 

reference to enlistment or local loyalties.  Along with raw conscripted recruits, even experienced servicemen 

were sent to the huge camp at Etaples for retraining and despatch to new units.
91

  L/Cpl.  Fred.  Mayall [À] 

of 13
th
 Gloucesters, when he was killed on 17 September, had been wounded with 1

st
/5

th
 Gloucesters during 

Somme.  His new battalion was used as Pioneers to the 39
th 

Division.  17 September came just days before 

the start of this third phase; this was particularly successful.  Part of the reason for this success was the 

meticulous preparation for the offensive, an aspect in which Pioneer Battalions would have been heavily 

involved.  L/Cpl. Mayall, along with five others, was killed by the same shell-burst whilst preparing the 

ground to give the infantry assault battalions the maximum chance of success ñjust where a narrow gauge 

line, used for stores, wounded, shells, etc.;  all there blown to bitsò .
92

 

Pte. Frederick Taylor [À] was another soldier who had been transferred out of county at some stage.  A 

former artillery regular, he was serving with the 8
th
 York & Lancasters when he was killed on that same day.  

This was a particularly successful action; according to the Diary, the battalion moved into the front-line 

trenches on 16 September, until they were themselves replaced in the evening of 18 September and suffered 

78 casualties.  The Diary does not mention any specific incidents or reasons for the casualties.  It is likely, 

therefore, that Pte. Taylor was a victim of trench warfare: of random and unpredictable artillery, mortar or 

machine-gun fire from the German positions.  In this particular situation, however, it was probably quite 

deliberate; the Germans would have been aware that another assault was imminent and they would have tried 

to disrupt the preparations.  Again his body was not recovered and Pte. Taylor is commemorated on the 

Memorial to the Missing at Tyne Cot Cemetery. 
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The battle for the ridge continued and on 20 September 1917 it was Pte. A. H. Cornish [À], who was 

killed fighting with the 10
th
 Worcesters.  According to Regimental History, ñafter the fighting of the previous 

month, the Germans still clung to the edge of the high ground éand the attack of the 19th Division, of which 

the 10th Worcesters was one of the assaulting battalions, was to drive them down the slope into the valley 

beyondò.  It continued: ñApparently the enemy had not expected the attack to be prolonged é and the 

German resistance, though stubborn, was not well supported. The attack was completely successful. The 

German front-line defences were overrun without difficulty; then after a pause, to allow the artillery to 

lengthen their range, the platoons in rear passed through and pushed down the slopeò. The cost to the 

battalion of this successful attack was 150 casualties.  Although Pte. Cornish was temporarily buried on the 

battlefield, his body was not recovered, probably because of subsequent fighting; he is, therefore, 

commemorated on the Memorial to the Missing at Tyne Cot.
 93

 

The battle for the ridge continued and the 6
th
 

Kings Own Scottish Borderers was tasked to 

attack a final objective, the strongpoint óZonne-

beke Redoubtô.  It was reported to be captured on 

the opening day ñwithout any difficultyò.  The 

battalion spent two days consolidating their 

position in the front line and repelling German 

counter-attacks before they were relieved on 22 

September.  The War Diary records 261 

casualties.  One of the missing was Pte. J. L. 

Jones [À], the Diary does not make reference to 

any incident on that date: the entry for 23 

September simply states ñOn relief, Battalion 

proceeded to campò. It is possible but not certain, 

therefore, that he was actually killed in the earlier 

fighting.  In any event, his body was not 

recovered and he is commemorated at Tyne Cot.  Why Pte. Jones was serving in a Scottish Regiment is a 

mystery but he had enlisted initially in the Fife and Forfar Yeomanry, a Territorial Force cavalry unit.  

Two days later, on 25 September, Gunner William Ball [À], of 10
th
 Siege Battery RGA, died of wounds.  

Siege Batteries were equipped with heavy howitzers, which sent large calibre high explosive shells in a high 

trajectory over considerable distances. The usual armaments were 6 inch, 8 inch and 9.2 inch howitzers, 

although some had huge railway or road mounted 12 inch howitzers. Siege Batteries were most often 

employed in destroying enemy artillery, as well as putting destructive fire down on strong-points and 

railways behind enemy lines.  It is often difficult to pinpoint the activities of such a unit but it was attached 

to the Fifth Army that attacked to the north of the Menin Road.  Gunner Ballôs obituary quotes in full a letter 

from his C.O.
94

: ñ(he) was wounded on the 25
th
 of last month, died of his wounds the same day at some 

casualty clearing station. .. At the time he was wounded he was assisting the battery as a cook, and had gone 

up to rather an unhealthy spot for this purpose. It was a matter of the most unfortunate circumstances that he 

should have fallen, for he was in the safest place he could be at the time.  As soon as he was hit he was 

attended to and taken away, but it was obvious that though he was badly hit yet he might recover if he did 

not lose too much blood. éThe sad thing is that he passed away when no one of his battery was with himò.  

His body was recovered and is buried in Bedford House Cemetery. 

The South African Brigade, as part of the 9
th 

(Scottish) Division, had participated in a particularly 

successful action in the Zonnebeke Valley from the 20 to 25 September.  We can be sure that our first 

Tewkesbury emigrant to South Africa was wounded in this battle.  Pte. A. E. Sircombe [À] served in the 2
nd

 

Regiment, which arrived in England in 1915, had then been posted to Egypt before arriving in France in 

April 1916.  Because he is buried in Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey, we can be sure that, after being 

wounded, he had been evacuated along a well-established chain of medical posts from the front line at Ypres 

to a hospital on the coast.  From there he would have been transferred to a hospital ship and onwards to a 

hospital in England.  If he survived the journey, he would have eventually reached the South African Military 

Hospital in Richmond Park, Surrey, next to his final resting place. 
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Despite these losses, the British infantry had 

succeeded in capturing most of their objectives and then 

holding them against German counter-attacks, inflicting 

many casualties on the local German defenders. German 

defences on higher ground, which had been retained or 

quickly recaptured in July and August, were lost and the 

British were able to attack again on 26 September in 

what was to be known as  

Battle of Polygon Wood, 26 Sept.-3 Oct.   

The Germans suspected what was afoot and launched a 

pre-emptive strike on 25 September in a clear attempt to 

delay preparations.  Although the attack was eventually 

beaten off with heavy losses, it coincided with a change 

of division, when units of the 33
rd

, including the 2
nd 

Worcesters, took over the front line. The battalion 

participated in the initial stages of the battle, which were 

again ñsuccessfulò.  There was, of course, a cost and the battalion suffered 217 casualties.  Pte. D. Morgan 

[À] died on 25 September during the pre-emptive attack.  We believe that he had been a replacement to this 

regular battalion after its success in the 1
st
 Battle of Ypres.  If that were the case, Pte. Morgan would have 

experienced the major battles from 1915 to 1917.  His body was not recovered and he is commemorated at 

Tyne Cot.
95

 

The 1
st
/5

th
 Gloucesters was involved for a short time in this battle but, although the Germans used gas 

during heavy shelling, it suffered no fatalities from that engagement. 

However, the 12
th
 Gloucesters lost Pte. W. H. Cripps [À], who died from his wounds on 3 October.  He 

had only lived in Tewkesbury briefly and is not listed as a Volunteer.  His obituary confirms that he had 

recently arrived in France as a replacement after the Battle of Arras.
96

  Although the Australian Corps carried 

out the main thrust of the offensive in Polygon Wood, 12
th
 Gloucesters was responsible for providing flank 

protection and successfully repulsed a number of German counter-attacks to recapture lost ground.  Pte. 

Cripps is accordingly buried in Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery near Ypres. The battle was a tactical success. 

When discussing Operation Hush earlier, we noted that camps away from the main battle fields were 

vulnerable to air attack.  Such an attack killed conscript Pte. A. C. Woodhall [À] on 2 October.  Pte. 

Woodhall was serving with the 14
th
 (Labour) Battalion, Devonshire Regiment.  Although the army was able 

to use some mechanical vehicles for haulage, the immense effort of building and maintaining the huge 

network of roads, as well as moving stores, relied on traditional physical effort by horses, mules and humans.  

Some infantry regiments formed labour companies but the organisation of manpower was haphazard until 

the formation of the Labour Corps in January 1917.
97

  The Record reported that Pte. Woodhall ñwas killed 

by enemy aircraft on October 2
nd
ò.  He is buried in Coxyde Military Cemetery, situated near the Belgian 

coast and some 10 miles behind the front line of 1917, to the north of Ypres.  His death was, therefore, a 

result of the bombing of British rear positions to try to disrupt the preparations being made for the Battle of 

Broodseinde, which took place on 4 October.  The cemetery contains the graves of five other soldiers from 

the Company killed the same day, most likely in the same bombing incident.  The manner of death from the 

air was a worrying portent of future warfare. 

It is perhaps ironic then that, soon afterwards on 10 October 1917, Tewkesbury lost its first member of 

the Royal Flying Corps.  A/Sgt. J. S. Clarke [À] was actually killed whilst taking part in a raid above Ypres; 
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a German Jasta 36 pilot claimed to have shot down a plane, capturing one crew member but Sgt. Clarke was 

killed.  He was serving with 57 Squadron which had been formed in 1916 and had crossed to France in 

December.  In May 1917, it converted to De Havilland 4s and moved to the Ypres sector, starting long-

distance bombing and photography raids.
98

  Clarkeôs body was recovered and he was buried in British 

Cemetery at Harlebeke, the focus of the battle in the 1917 Passchendaele campaign.  He was the first of our 

ñheroesò to be killed in the youngest fighting unit. 

Battle of Broodseinde, 4 October 

This was another battle to capture higher ground near Gheluvelt.  The 1
st
/5

th
 Gloucesters were in support on a 

day which was said to present ñbeastly conditions ï a heavy rain was falling and the going heavyò.  The line 

was consolidated and the Diary claims casualties were ñlightò ï with 131 lost to the battle!  Fortunately no 

local men were included in the fatalities. 

First Battle of Passchendaele, 12 October 

We have already noted that Haigôs aim was to 

capture the higher ground of Passchendaele Village 

when the campaign started on 31 July but, although 

we have mentioned ñtactical successesò, the cost 

was so high and the weather so unpredictably bad 

that the objective still had not been captured two 

months later. Its capture was an imperative as the 

alternative of a withdrawal towards Ypres was 

inconceivable.  Nevertheless, on 11 October Crown 

Prince Rupprecht wrote a report suggesting that a 

withdrawal should be made far enough back to be 

out of artillery range.
99

 

12 October was to be that day ï but the 

Germanôs 1917 ally again intervened: heavy rain 

and mud made movement difficult and little artillery 

could be brought closer to the front.  Allied troops 

were exhausted and morale had fallen.  After a modest British advance, German counter-attacks recovered 

most of the ground lost opposite Passchendaele causing 13,000 casualties ï 2,735 were New Zealanders on 

what is now known as the countryôs worst day in its history.  Haig called off the attack until conditions 

improved but Tewkesbury had lost Guardsman Tom Ball [À] of the 1
st
 Grenadier Guards.  He was 

probably a conscript, who joined this famous battalion as a replacement in December 1916.  The CWGC 

website comments:  ñDespite advances (in the north) where the Guards Division  succeeded once more in 

gaining their final objective, .. the high ground around Passchendaele, the principal objective, remained 

firmly in German handsò. 
100

 

Before conditions were right for the final attack, soldiers were still being lost in trench warfare.  Pte. R. 

C. Fletcher [À] of 12
th
 Royal Sussex was wounded and died on 20 October.  A conscript in February 1917, 

he had been trained and sent to the front as a replacement for losses the 39
th
 Division suffered during all the 

constituent battles that autumn. We can only surmise that Pte. Fletcher died of wounds sustained in the 

commonplace trench warfare, as there were no major battles taking place at the time.  He did manage to 

reach hospital in Bailleul but a nurse wrote home that ñhis wounds were bad, and he quietly passed awayò.  

He is buried in the attached Outtersteene Communal Cemetery Extension.  

Before the final assault, subsidiary attacks needed to take place in preparation.  The 18th Lancashire 

Fusiliers were involved in minor operations 20-22 October
 
in order to maintain pressure while the Canadian 

Corps prepared for their assault.   Former Tewkesburian, Cpl. Arthur Thacker [À], had found himself in 

this battalion and he was killed during an attack on 22 October, an action in which it lost 222 men.  Cpl. 

Thacker was a Tewkesbury Volunteer despite having moved to Birmingham with his family.  He was 
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 According to the book, The Sky Their Battlefield by Trevor Henshaw, on 10 October he was involved in a bombing 

operation to Oostnieukerke, Belgium, with a Sgt F.V. Legge but, on return, they were reported as ñmissing in actionò.   
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 M. Waldron 
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 The Battle of Poelcappelle 9 October, has been omitted from the narrative, as no local men died in it.  However, 

some of the Territorial Battalions were involved in this attack where ñthe going was truly terrible, through mud and 

waterò.  Despite losses, it was considered a successful attack. [Wyrall p228] 

Propaganda photograph purported to be taken 30 July,  

en route to Ypres [Hammerton] 
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originally assigned to the Army Service Corps and was thus eligible for the 1914-1915 Star.  As the Fusiliers 

did not arrive in theatre until January 1916, we can assume that he served first in France for the ASC before 

being transferred, for some reason, to the infantry.  His officer wrote home reporting that ñhe was 

instantaneously killed soon after going into actionò.
101

  Cpl. Thackerôs body was not recovered and he is 

commemorated, therefore, on the Tyne Cot Memorial. 

Second Battle of Passchendaele, 26 October-10 November 

On 26 October conditions were at least deemed 

suitable to mount the final assault in the perpetually 

muddy conditions we associate with the battle.  

Tewkesburyôs two losses in that attack both served 

in the Royal Naval Division, whose role it was to 

provide flank support for the central thrust by the 

Canadians; in a three-day period the brigade 

suffered around 2,000 casualties.  One of these 

ñredundant sailors turned infantrymanò was Pte. E. 

G. Andrews [À] of the RMLI, who was wounded on 

26 October and died three days later.  Pte. Andrews 

had enlisted at Tewkesbury on 10 December 1915, 

possibly as part of the Derby Scheme, and was 

posted to France on 28 June 1917 as a replacement 

for losses to the 1st Marine Battalion.
102

  Pte. 

Andrews was evacuated to the 4th Casualty 

Clearing Station, Poperinghe, from where the 

Matron wrote: ñhe was badly wounded by shrapnel 

in the chest, and although everything possible was 

done for him, he passed peacefully away at 7.15 this 

morningò.  He is buried in nearby Dozinghem 

Military Cemetery.  

On 30 October 1917, four days into the battle, 

ñthe sorrowful news came throughò that acting 

L/Cpl. D. L. Priestley [À] ñhad been killed 

instantaneously while leading his platoon by the 

explosion of a large German shell on 30 October 1917ò. L/Cpl. Priestley was son of the Headmaster of 

Tewkesbury Boysô Grammar School but he was the only one of his brothers who did not volunteer to join the 

army, even though he had previously served in a Gloucestersô  Territorial  battalion.  A married man, he did 

not attest until 7 December 1915, probably under the Derby Scheme.  He was assigned initially to the 

Reserve but was eventually mobilised on 28 September 1916 and posted to the 1
st
/28

th
 (County of London) 

Battalion (Artistsô Rifles), one of the London Territorial battalions (perhaps because he then had a home in 

London).  The Battalion had moved to France in October 1914 but Priestley disembarked on 6 November 

1916.  Even though he spent some eight months with the battalion when it was operating as a training unit, 

Donald was not commissioned as an Officer, unlike his brothers.  In June 1917, however, the battalion was 

transferred to front-line duties and joined the 63
rd 

(Royal Naval) Division.  The Division took part in the 

Arras Offensive before becoming involved in the Second Battle of Passchendaele.  In October, just before his 

death, he was appointed as an ñunpaid Lance Corporalò, the lowest non-commissioned rank.
103

 

After 30 October, the battle carried on until called off on 10 November 1917 after Passchendaele was 

captured ï although, thankfully, with no more local casualties. 
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 Register, 17 November 1917 p4/4 
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 Register, 10 November 1917 p4/4, reported the news of Pte. Andrewsô death; it differs in some facts from his service 

record.  It stated that ñIt is scarcely eight months since Pte. Andrews joined HM Forcesò. [Researcherôs emphasis] 
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 The Artistsô Rifles was a curious phenomenon.  It was, in fact, raised as a Volunteer Militia battalion in 1859 and 

comprised art students.  By 1914 this was not the case but it remained a popular unit for volunteers; recruitment was 

restricted to recommendation.  It particularly attracted recruits from public schools and universities. [Wikipedia] 

A typical Ypres Battlefield in summer, 1917  

[Hammerton] 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_school_(UK)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University
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The 1
st 

Gloucesters returned from the abortive Hush Operation just in time for the end of the battle on 10 

November!  The night before the rain fell continuously and with incessant violence throughout the 10
th
.  The 

attack, with the Gloucesters in reserve, started promptly ï but was a complete failure, losing ñonlyò 50 men. 

It was obvious even to commanders that both sides were exhausted after four months of fighting: the 

conditions meant prolongation was impossible.  Even Ludendorff recalled (from his HQ) that ñit was no 

longer life at all.  It was unspeakable sufferingò.  The fighting petered out and the regular battalion managed 

to enter a camp for Christmas dinner on 26 December with turkey, plum puddings and beer provided by the 

ñkind folk in Englandò. 

The Territorial Battalions had ended their battle somewhat prematurely on 11 October, relieving the 

Canadians at captured Vimy.  However they could not rest on any laurels since the end of fighting enabled 

the Army to order the 48
th
 Division, containing our territorials, to travel to Italy after the Central Powers had 

won a significant victory at Caporetto by 19 November 1917.  A week later, the men were on the train to a 

destination which provided not sun but snow ï and which took the lives of two Tewkesbury men. 

 

 

Two Atmospheric photographs of life at Ypres, 1917 (Hammerton) 

So had the Third Battle of Ypres been worth the loss of the lives of 26 Tewkesbury men with countless 

wounded and prisoners?  Lloyd George, who only reluctantly and belatedly acceded to the campaign, 

concluded: ñPasschendaele was indeed one of the greatest disasters of the war ... No soldier of any 

intelligence now defends this senseless campaign ...ò.
 
  However, the Germans were seriously considering ï 

even before 11 October 1917 ï withdrawal from the Passchendaele Front so far back that the superior 

British artillery would have to redeploy completely.
104 

There is still controversy about the actual number of casualties.  However, the most important figures 

demonstrate the higher number of casualties for the attacker.  This should not be surprising.  Haigôs defence 

would be (possibly with the benefit of hindsight) that the Germans could not afford to lose that number in the 

long term in view of the approach of American armies.  Yet, of course, it was likely that the Germans could 

extricate their forces from Russia and, indeed in the last stages of the battle, they had already been 

reinforced.  Furthermore, although rather cynical, one can also point out that, while staggering, British losses 

were less than on the Somme the previous year when 450,000 men were lost between July and November.
105

 

Part of Haigôs problem was that, in addition to the losses, he did not fulfil his objectives: there was no 

breakthrough and Zeebrugge, with its U-Boat menace, had not been removed from the war. Yet, on the other 

hand, it had deflected attention from the weakness of French armies to the south after the Mutinies and the 

consequent grant of leave to many soldiers.  The Germans, themselves, concluded that ñEnglish 

stubbornness bridged over the crisis in Franceò; the alliance was saved and the outcome of the war was 

ensured.
106

 

 

                                                           
104

 M. Waldron 
105

 www.westernfrontassociation.com 
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Battle of Cambrai, 20 November to 7 December 

No Tewkesbury soldiers lost their lives in this battle but it is important to mention as it seemed that the use 

of massed formations of tanks would transform the method of fighting and achieve that long promised 

breakthrough.  So successful was the first day 

of this battle that church bells rang for the first 

time since war had broken out but it was over-

optimistic:  mechanical failures and the usual 

successful German counter-attack reduced 

short-term gains.  However, evolving tactics 

used would mature into the successful ñ100 

Days Campaignò of 1918. 

Other seismic changes had occurred in 1917 

ï although they were not to have their full 

impact until 1918.  The desperate German 

attempt to blockade Britain had provoked the 

USA to declare war on 6 April . By the end of 

the year, only one division had entered a 

fighting zone in North Eastern France and it 

was not until the summer 1918 that they were 

to play a part in tipping the balance finally 

towards the Allies. 

The Germans were, however, able to 

exploit more quickly the other óearthquakeô of 

October/November 1917,
107

 when the 

Bolsheviks seized power in Russia.  Leninôs 

government decided to negotiate for peace in 

December, after which the Germans were able 

to transfer some troops to the Western Font.  

Peace was finally signed at the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk on 3 March 1918 and, within three weeks, Germany 

had transferred 500,000 battle-hardened troops to fight in France. 

Had one been alive in the spring of 1918, such was the sense of hopelessness that one might be forgiven 

for believing that the Germans would win the war. 

 
[Hammerton] 

 

Was this evidence of some reason for optimism?  

With poor quality shells causing the soldiers serious 

problems, Lloyd George had become Minister of 

Munitions, leading a growing army of female 

ñmunitionettesò to support the men at the front. 

The year had started badly on 17 January with an 

explosion at the Silvertown Munitions Factory in 

East London which killed 73. 

However, after the Ministry started regulating hours 

and wages ï though females still earned on average 

only half what men were paid ï by June 1917, 80% 

of munitions used were made by these 

munitionettes. 

This was another development which would have 

significant long-term consequences for the benefit 

of the Allies. 
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 There is confusion over the date of the revolution because Russia still used the Julian calendar whilst we had used 

the Gregorian calendar since 1752.  Thus, in Russia, the date was 25 October but, in the west, it was 7 November. 

A deliberately dramatic photo of tanks at Cambrai  

[Hammerton] 
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Middle Eastern Front  
Egypt and Palestine 

DATE EVENTS PALESTINE, 1917 

March and April  2 British defeats in Gaza 

 

June Arrival of new C-in-C, Allenby 

6 July Lawrence and Arab forces 
capture Aqaba 

27 Oct. Palestine expedition starts ς 
3rd Battle of Gaza 

3 Nov. Capture of Beersheba 

8 Nov. Victory at Huj 

7- 9 December Capture of Jerusalem  

26-30 Dec. Defence of Jerusalem 

There was more optimism to be found in this theatre.  By the end of 1916, Egypt, and its Suez Canal, was 

safe for the time being, yet the Turks still threatened from their stronghold of Palestine.  It was not to be 

until early 1917 that sufficient force had been gathered, and lines of communication established, for an 

assault on the large Turkish forces there.  Two attempts on the difficult and fortified Turk positions at Gaza 

on the coast narrowly failed, but alerted the Turkish command, which ordered a strengthening of the front all 

the way from Gaza to Beersheba.  The Royal Gloucestershire Hussars (RGH), who had shared the 

ignominy of Katia and its revenge at Romani, had taken part in these two battles of Gaza in March and April 

1917 but now took part in this progression to victory.  We are very fortunate to have as a guide an 

anonymous, but very literate, member of the RGH whose diary has survived.
108

 

With stalemate in the West, the British government was increasingly anxious for success somewhere and 

that brought about the appointment in June 1917 of a new commander, General Allenby. This entailed a 

change of approach and also a marked strengthening of the British force ï which was filled out, as in 

Mesopotamia, by a large Indian Army contingent as well as ANZAC mounted troops.  The Palestine theatre 

became the second largest in terms of forces deployed, after the Western Front.
109

 

It was not, therefore, until October 1917 that Allenby was ready to launch an attack with the Egyptian 

Expeditionary Force (EEF) of 200,000 men, including artillery and supported by naval guns offshore, that 

swept successfully north and east, capturing the notable prize of Jerusalem before moving into Syria.  In the 

Third Battle of Gaza (27 October ï 7 November) the EEF defeated the defending Turkish army, directed by 

Germans, so that Gaza was cleared of Turkish troops. 
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 For Katia, see pages 23-4.  ñA Trooperôs Diary, the RGH on Service 1914-1918ò, edited by Lawrence Birkin 

(Soldiers of Gloucestershire Museum, 2014) but first published in the Gloucester Journal 1914-1918 in instalments.  

See Section IV Sources page 128 for further discussion. 
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 Field Marshal Allenby (1861-1936) was an Indian army cavalry commander who participated in Retreat from Mons 

and 1
st
 Ypres before being appointed to lead the Third Army.  However, after severe losses on the Somme and at Arras, 

Haig sent him back to England.  Despite this, he was chosen as the right ñDashing commanderò to make progress in 

Palestine to compensate for no progress on the Western Front.  Thus, he was given the task by Lloyd George of taking 

Jerusalem by Christmas and was promised the necessary resources.  A cavalrymanôs war, he was suited to the task and 

worked with Colonel T. E Lawrence to win support of the Arabs who started work with them in October 1916.  After 

capture of Aqaba on 6 July 1917, he was given a free hand to encourage the Arab Revolt that led to the fall of 

Damascus on 1 October 1918. 
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The RGH had set off on the 27 October, with the infantry of the 53
rd

 Welsh Division working its way up 

the coast.  The Hussars had an easy time initially and our correspondent praises the success of an Australian 

Cavalry charge which caused a 

speedy retreat leaving the road 

open.  The RGH was able to rest in 

Beersheba until 7 November when 

he commented on the success of 

infantry and artillery clearing 

Turkish defences.  On 8 November 

he wrote that ñswords were 

baptised in Turkish blood, when 

Warwick and Worcestershire 

Yeomen carried out the famous 

charge at Huj, capturing 14 guns 

and opening the way for the 

infantry to press home the 

attackò.
110

 Our author concluded 

that the charge ñwould rank with 

Balaclava as one of the finestò such charges in history.  However, British casualties were heavy; of the 170 

men taking part, twenty-six were killed and forty wounded.  They also had 100 horses killed.  The author 

recorded that one of the dead was Major Albright , a ñMaster of Foxhounds and greatly loved throughout 

the brigadeò, was killed and buried on the spot.
111

   

The EEF then progressed victoriously
112

 until Allenby fulfilled his promise to Lloyd George and entered 

the Holy City, on foot, after the Capture of Jerusalem from 7 to 9 December 1917 ï well before Christmas! 

The Turks and their German General were still ready to surrender and mounted a counter-attack. Even 

after its fall, Jerusalem was still within range of Ottoman artillery and there was still the risk of counter-

attack.  An offensive to push the Turks further northwards was planned for 24 December but was delayed by 

bad weather.  This gave opportunity for the Turks to attack; initially, they drove the British outposts back 

and captured several important places.  The engagement continued for two days and was ultimately 

unsuccessful.  On 27 December the British infantry advanced about two miles, while the 53
rd
 (Welsh) 

Division covered their flank.  With Ottoman and German machine-guns hard to locate amongst the boulders, 

the fighting was severe and stubborn.
  
On 29 December the Division also joined a general infantry advance, 

which pushed the whole line ahead until the whole front was secured.
  
The Ottoman Army lost over 1,000 

casualties and 750 prisoners; the British infantry captured 24 machine-guns and three automatic rifles.   

The British, however, had lost 18,000 during the month of December including volunteer Pte. Arthur 

Joseph Sallis [À], a veteran of the Battle of Loos. He was then transferred to the 1/4
th
 Welsh Regiment as a 

replacement after it had served in Gallipoli.  It then joined Allenbyôs EEF as part of the 53
rd

 Division and 

Pte. Sallis participated in the successful advance to Jerusalem before Christmas ï only to lose his life on 28 

December, during the Turkish counter-attack.  He was buried in Jerusalem War Cemetery. 

His death was part of the price of the EEF's victorious campaign from October to December 1917.  It 

resulted in the first military defeat of a Central Power and led to a substantial loss of enemy territory.  This 

was in marked contrast to the hopelessness of the British situation on the Western Front. 
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 Lady Butler (1846-1933) was married to a Lt.-General and one of the few female painters to achieve fame 

for history paintings, especially military battle scenes. [Wikipedia] 
111

 Major Martin Chicheley Albright  (b. 1887) had married in 1915, Barbara, the sister of Lt. Strickland who had 

been captured at Katia.  It is likely that Barbara joined the VAD and travelled to Egypt with the fiancée of Lt. Strickland 

and survived being torpedoed in transit.  Formerly of Eton and Cambridge and an officer with the Worcestershire 

Yeomanry, Major Albright was part of the industrial firm of Messrs. Albright & Wilson of Oldbury, Worcestershire. 
112

 Unfortunately our RGH diarist ceases his journal until 28 April 1918 when we find him in Jaffa.  History records that 

at this time the RGH was involved in a major reorganisation of cavalry.  It skirted Jerusalem but then descended into the 

Jordan valley and our trooper did not sample Jerusalem ï ironically dubbed his ñCity of Peaceò ï as an enthusiastic 

tourist until June 1918.  After this climax, he mysteriously ceases writing his journal.  [RGH pages 146-155] 

Lady Butler's atmospheric painting of the Cavalry Charge at Huj  

[Cranston Fine Arts-Wikipedia] 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_painting
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Mesopotamia 

DATE EVENTS MESOPOTAMIAN CAMPAIGN 

11 March  Fall of Baghdad to British 

 

July Railway Kut-Baghdad finished 

September Capture of Ramadi Flood 
Station 

18 November Death of General Stanley 
Maude 

We have followed the faltering progress of the Expeditionary Force in 1916 until victory came on 11 March 

1917 when Baghdad was captured along with a large part of the Ottoman army (some 15,000 soldiers).
113

  

This success followed the decision of London to take over the campaign after the humiliation of Kut and 

fund it appropriately.  There followed a period of younger commanders and administrators who solved the 

problems of chronically poor communications which had contributed significantly to earlier failures.  Basra 

was built as a modern port, riverboats were updated and railways were built.  Furthermore improvements to 

agriculture won over wavering Arab support and actually managed to feed troops and horses. 

The infantry was now much better supported and the 7
th
 Gloucesters were part of this ultimately 

victorious force, although, along with other units, it was forbidden to quarter in the city.  British C-in-C, 

Gen. Maude was received as a self-proclaimed ñliberatorò and the 

Turkish army withdrew up the River Tigris to form an army of 30,000.  

London allowed the campaign to continue; the Turkish armies were 

forced to retreat but the British sustained 18,000 casualties out of an 

initial 45,000 strong army ï with a further 37,000 hospitalised, many of 

them from replacement drafts.  The summer from May to September 

1917 was more severe than most in terms of heat.  It was not surprising, 

therefore, that Maude determined to pause the operations in order to 

regroup and recover.   

In September 1917, the offensive was renewed to capture a flood-

control station at Ramadi, situated on the right bank of the River 

Euphrates and garrisoned by a large Turkish force.  Using armoured 

cars and cavalry, the Turkish garrison was encircled as the British 

seized numerous ridges above the town and an escape attempt by the 

garrison force was thwarted.  It was, therefore, an unusually decisive 

victory (for this theatre).  However, further progress was halted because 

armoured cars could not cope with predictably poor road surfaces. 

In November 1917 the campaign was dealt a severe blow with the 

death from cholera of General Maude.  Naturally his successor, Lt.-

Gen. N. A. Marshall, paused during the winter before renewing his campaign in 1918. However, by this time 

British forces in Palestine had succeeded in capturing Jerusalem and so Marshall was under great pressure to 

reduce the size of his forces to augment the Western Front where a manpower crisis was developing. 
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 See pages 22-24 for Mesopotamia in 1916 

November 1917 ï the first train enters 

Baghdad ï a symbol of the investment 

which led to victory [Hammerton] 
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Salonika 

DATE EVENTS THE CAMPAIGN IN CONTEXT OF THE BALKANS 

1917 

April-May 

 

1918 

4 July  

 
July-Sept 

 
30 Sept 
 
21 Oct 

 

 

Repulse of Bulgarian 
invasion at Doiran 

 

26 Div./9 th Gloucesters leave 

Allied attack at Doiran 

 

Bulgarian Armistice 
 
26 Div. back on W Front with 
9th Gloucesters;        8th 
Oxford & Bucks  Bulgarian 
occupation duties  

 

There was apparently little of interest to report in March for the 2
nd

 Gloucesters yet, in that month, the 9
th
 

Gloucesters lost an NCO, L/Sgt. John Matty [À], killed on 17 March.  A former member of the 1
st
 

Gloucesters, surviving Loos, he transferred to the Kitchener 9
th
 where his experience was much needed and 

he was promoted.  After Horseshoe Hill (Doiran), there was little activity 

except around the lake where ñthe line was adjusted several times by each 

sideò.  We must assume, therefore, that it was during these operations that 

L/Sgt. Matty was killed, although initially he was declared a prisoner.  He 

probably died of wounds and his grave is at Karasouli Military Cemetery.
114

  

In late April, the battalion lost two other Tewkesburians.  The first was 

Pte. C. E. Garrett [À], who died on 25 April 1917 when the British had 

attacked and gained a considerable amount of ground, whilst resisting strong 

counter-attacks.  L/Cpl J. Parsons [À], another former óAbbey Boyô Volunteer, 

died of his wounds on 28 April, probably in the same action.  Both were buried 

in Karasouli Military Cemetery (Thessalonika).   

Summer in Salonika had arrived, unfortunately bringing with it mosquitos 

and consequent malarial casualties.  Harry Sayers who had earlier enjoyed 

home leave was struck down and later suffered a relapse.  One consolation was 

that the troops were issued with topees and they were allowed to wear shorts.
115

  

A shortage of water was an inevitable additional problem.  Little activity was 

reported before the cold arrived in October; in addition wattle and daub huts 

were introduced with ñproved very popularò.  The year ended with Wyrall 

commenting that while the 2
nd

 Gloucesters could be accused of doing little, they ñdid their job and did it 

wellò.  Although the 9
th
 lacked its own historian, some success can be deduced from reports of CSM W. H. 

Price [À], not only being mentioned in despatches, but also being awarded the Meritorious Service Medal 

(MSM).  S/Sgt. Bernard G Smith of the ASC was similarly praised.
116
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 The cemetery was begun in 1916 for the use of casualty clearing stations on the Doiran front. At the Armistice, it 

contained about 500 burials but was greatly expanded when graves were transferred from other cemeteries. [CWGC] 
115

 When Samuel Bennett died aged 68 in 1938, he had served 25 years in army at Boer War and Great War with the 

2
nd

 Gloucesters, and was ñinvalided out with sunstroke whilst serving in Salonikaò.  [Register 22 October 1938 p3/5] 
116

 We know that S/Sgt. Smith was luckier and survived the war, getting married in 1922.  Before the war he was a 

Land Valuation Officer and, when he volunteered, he was claimed to be a ñClerk [at] Kitchener's Army Head 

Quartersò.  He was mentioned in despatches on 22 September 1916 by the C-in-C in Egypt.  However, a newspaper 

erroneously reported that he had ñdied of woundsò on 4 September 1916.  From 24 August to 12 September 1917 he 

was on leave at home from Salonika.  For Harry Sayers, see also page 27. 

9
th
 Gloucesters ñenjoying  

topees and shortsò  

[A Devereux] 
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Naval and Aerial Warfare 

DATE EVENTS To consult a map, please return to page 26  

January Losses:  49 ships; 368,521 tons 

31 January  Unrestricted U-Boat Warfare 

March  Losses: 147 ships 

7 April  USA declares war on Germany 

April Losses, 860,000 tons: 6 weeks 
supplies of wheat  

May Losses: 600,000 tons 

May Last failed Zeppelin attack 

27 May First Convoy to Gibraltar 

25 May Gotha raid on Folkestone 

June  Losses: 700,000 tons 

13 June Gotha Raid on London  

3 September 1st Gotha night raid; attack on bases 

Naval War 

No-one from Tewkesbury was killed whilst serving in the Navy or the Merchant Navy in 1917 or 1918 (as 

far as we know)
117

 ï yet it is vital that we consider the paradoxical importance of the Navy once again.  

Admiral Beatty explained the importance on 27 January 1917: "The real crux lies in whether we blockade 

the enemy to his knees, or whether he does the same to us".
118

 Fortunately it was Germany which was forced 

ñto its kneesò by October 1918 and this is the crucial background to most of the events that led to the end of 

the war ï whether at land or at sea. 

In the spring of 1917, however, it seemed as though Britain was ñon its kneesò.   As a consequence of the 

strategic defeat of Germany at the Battle of Jutland in 1916, after which its High Seas Fleet stayed in port, 

the Germans resumed unrestricted U-Boat warfare in January 1917.  They had calculated that, by sinking 

600,000 tons of shipping per month, Britain would run out of ships and would be forced to sue for peace 

within six months ï well before the Americans could intervene effectively.  After the Kaiser signed the 

order, however, the Chancellor (PM) Bethmann-Hollweg predicted in despair: "Germany is finished".
119

 

The Food Crisis of 1917: two examples of the response from Local Newspapers 

  
The Children doing their bit ï before the war, it was a 

problem ï but a solution in war. 

 [Record September 1917, G.A.] 

A delightful photograph of wounded soldiers and 

donkey named ñMrs. Asquithò at Mitton VAD Hospital 

doing their bit to grow food [Cheltenham Graphic] 
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 During World War I nearly 5,000 merchant ships had been sunk by U-Boats, with the loss of 15,000 Allied sailors.  

The Tower Hill Memorial  is a CWGC war memorial in London, which commemorates those from the Merchant 

Navy and fishing fleets who died during both world wars and have "no grave but the sea".  The memorial was designed 

by Edwin Lutyens and unveiled in 1928, with 12,000 names engraved on the plaques. 
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 John Howard Morrow, The Great War: An Imperial History.  (Routledge, 2005), p202. 
119

 Wikipedia quoting from T. Fitch, M. Poirier, óInto the Danger Zoneéô, (History Press, 2014) 

 

German Propaganda ï discovered  

in Baghdad 1917 [Hammerton] 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_War_Graves_Commission
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merchant_Navy_(United_Kingdom)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merchant_Navy_(United_Kingdom)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_war
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Lutyens


ñNoble Band of Heroesò 
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Germany had 105 submarines ready for action on 1 February 1917 and ï initially  ï the campaign seemed 

a great success, nearly 500,000 tons of shipping being sunk in both February and March.  It was calculated 

that a full 25% of all Britain-bound shipping was sunk, with a further 860,000 tons in April.  That was the 

crucial month for Britain when its supplies of wheat shrank to six weeksô worth.  Even after that, matters did 

not improve: in May losses exceeded 600,000 tons and in June 700,000.  Germany had lost only nine 

submarines in the first three months of the campaign. 

One can be sure, therefore, that the German Chancellor had in mind the very real danger that the policy 

would lead to the USA joining the war ï before Britain was starved into surrender.  We must remember that 

the USA was initially determined to remain neutral ï until reckless German actions weakened its resolve.  

Perhaps the key to the change had been the sinking of the Lusitania in 1915. 

Diplomatic consequences in 1917 were swift: on 3 February, directly in response to the new submarine 

campaign, President Wilson severed all diplomatic relations with Germany.  Three U.S. ships were sunk in 

March 1917 and the 10,798-ton SS New York followed on 9 April.  By then, on 6 April, the U.S. Congress 

declared war on the Central Powers.  Therefore, short-term German success had turned into an almost 

inevitable long-term defeat.
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Militarily also the Allies were fighting back.  We have already noted the use of Q-ships with depth 

charges but after a very long debate the British accepted the convoy system reluctantly and the first convoy 

sailed from Gibraltar on 10 May 1917.  After that a regular system of trans-Atlantic convoys was established, 

and from July the monthly losses never exceeded 500,000 tons, although they remained above 300,000 tons 

for the remainder of 1917.  It had the additional benefit of bringing warships escorting the convoys in contact 

with attacking U-boats, leading to an increase in U-boats destroyed.  German submarine losses were between 

five and ten each month, and they soon realized the need to increase production, even at the expense of 

building surface warships.  However, production was delayed by labour and material shortages. 

Air W ar 

The first Zeppelin raid of 1917 took place on 16ï17 March but did not reach its target.
  
Two air-ships were 

lost on return.  The 
 
repeat on 23-24 May, when six Zeppelins set out to bomb London, was frustrated by the 

weather and only one victim was killed in Suffolk.  By 

this time, even the Germans appreciated that civilian 

casualties made the Zeppelins an object of hatred, and 

they were widely dubbed ñbaby-killersò.  With the 

development of effective defensive measures, the 

airship raids became increasingly hazardous; in 1917 

the airships were largely replaced by bombers. 

The first bomber was the Gotha and 23 took part in 

their first raid on London on 25 May 1917.  Bad weather diverted the attack, which still resulted in 95 deaths 

and 195 injuries, mostly in Folkestone.  By this time Britain was 

developing defences with fighter interceptors and anti-aircraft fire so 

daylight raids had to be abandoned. 

The first night raid took place on 3 September, targeting Chatham 

Docks.  Although only a five plane ñexperimental raidò, it caused 152 

deaths, including 130 naval recruits whose dormitory received a direct 

hit.  It was the worst single bombing incident of the war.  At the same 

time, the RFC itself carried out a series of bombing raids on the German 

bomber airfields and forced a move inland. 

Whether or not the British people appreciated that there was cause for 

optimism in 1917 is very doubtful.  After the initial euphoria, the 

Americans seemed a long time in coming and food was becoming very 

expensive.  Vera Brittainôs Testament of Youth eloquently describes the growing hopelessness that afflicted 

the British people during the last two years of war.
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Germany into asking Congress to declare war in order to make "the world safe for democracy".  In 1918 he published 

his ñFourteen Pointsò that set out to be a blue-print for making a just and permanent peace. 
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 Vera Brittain, Testament of Youth (first edition 1933; new editions were published to complement the 2014 fil m). 

A  Zeppelin fragment, displayed in Tewkesbury's 

Museum.  Fragments had wounded the Sayer family,  

in 1916 living in London.  [see page 22] 

A Gotha Bomber from 1917 

[Internet, unstated source] 
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E. 1918: The Astonishing Campaigns! 
If hopelessness might have been the dominant characteristic of 1917, then in the spring 1918, the British 

people were staring defeat in the face and, after three years of privation, one can only imagine the prevailing 

sense of desperation.  Yet, astonishingly, within eight months the Allies claimed Victory. 

Although that victory came on the Western Front, one should explain the unpredictable developments of 

1918 by focussing upon the naval events that produced fateful consequences for the whole war. 

Naval and Aerial Warfare 

DATE EVENTS 

 

January Losses: 300,000 tons+ of shipping 

February  Introduction of rationing 

21 March German land offensive stops bombing 
attacks on GB 

1 April  Creation of RAF 

23 April   Attack on Zeebrugge 

19 May Last bomber attack  

5 August Last failed Zeppelin raid 

October Losses: 119,000 tons 

3 November Kiel Naval Mutiny, Germany 

9 November Kaiser abdicates 

11 November Armistice (cease-fire) 

19 June 1919 Treaty of Versailles ends the war 

21 June 1919 Scapa Flow: German Fleet is scuttled 

Air War  

Gotha attacks had been perceived in 1917 as having potential for success so in mid-March 1918 the Gotha 

squadron was once again ready to attack England.  However, military concerns on land intervened and the 

bombers were required to support the German last-chance Spring Offensive of 21 March. 

On 1 April there were signs that Britain was learning the lessons posed by aerial attacks and, after a report 

written by South African PM, Jan Smuts, the Royal Air Force (RAF) was officially created. 

The last and largest aeroplane raid of the war took place on the night of 19 May, when 38 Gothas took off 

against London, only to suffer heavy losses.  Six Gothas were shot down by the RAFôs interceptors and anti-

aircraft fire, while a seventh aircraft was forced to land after a protracted close-quarters engagement with a 

Bristol fighter  out of Biggin Hill in Kent.  The last Zeppelin raid on Britain took place on 5 August  ï it was 

a failure.  Less than 22 years later RAF Biggin Hill  was the focus of the Battle of Britain.
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Naval War 

British shipping losses were still over 300,000 tons in January with the lowest 119,000 tons only being 

experienced in the last full month of war.  It is, perhaps, surprising that it took so long for the British 

Government to make another unpopular historic decision to rival that of conscription in 1916 ï to introduce 

rationing of food nearly a year after the crisis of April 1917.  This delay was more interesting because, right 

at the beginning of the war, the government had passed a Food Supplies Act, giving it the right to control 

food if prices were too high or supplies were too short. 

Reports appeared in newspapers on 3 February 1917 that the government's food controller wanted to 

avoid compulsory rationing ï if there was urgent success in economizing.  People were asked to restrict their 

eating to no more than 4 lb. of bread or 1 lb. 8 oz. of meat (including bacon and sausages) and 12 oz. of 

sugar a week.  People were told that there was no shortage of fish or eggs.  Newspapers published recipes for 

nourishing food that required less meat, like a savoury meat roll made with minced meat, bread and eggs or a 
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 Wikipedia using Christopher Cole and E. F. Cheesman, The Air Defence of Great Britain 1914-1918, (London, 

1984).  Biggin Hill became the symbolic HQ of RAF Fighter Command during the Battle of Britain, 1940. 

RAF Badge 1918  
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