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The stereotype of 
the lone poacher, 
forced into 
criminality through 
the desperation of 
poverty, taking 
food from the lands 
of an uncaring elite 
in order to support 
his family, has long 
been considered 

synonymous with the concept of protest through crime. Arson has been 
described as the ‘prime weapon of rural war […] a hallmark of social 
protest’. Early nineteenth century Gloucestershire provides fascinating 
case studies of poaching and incendiarism. Tom will consider the extent 
to which both crimes should be considered a justifiable form of protest. 
 

Monday 12 May 2025, 7.30 pm  
 

Francis Close Hall, University of Gloucestershire,  
St Paul’s Road, Cheltenham GL50 4AZ and on Zoom  

see www.haglos.co.uk to register, or use QR code 
 

Everyone is welcome!  Non-members £4.00 cash on the door, Students FREE 

 Find us at: www.haglos.co.uk Facebook  (was Twitter) 

http://www.haglos.co.uk/
http://www.haglos.co.uk/

